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LESSON FOCUS: Listen to Jesus, heir of all things.

Called to Be Heir

So what are you going to do with the house?” asked 
Sierra, tearing open the sugar substitute packet. “I know 
you don’t want to move to that neighborhood!” 

The “neighborhood” Sierra was talking about was where 
Taylor’s grandmother Ethel once lived. Taylor’s grand-
mother died three months ago and left her home to her only 
granddaughter as the sole heir. 

Taylor and her family lived in a nice, comfortable, 4,000 
square-foot home that was 90 minutes away. Taylor had 
many fond memories of her grandmother’s home that 
included family gatherings, playing, and most importantly, 
personal time with her grandmother. Grandma Ethel loved 
reading Bible stories and praying with her grandchildren. 
Taylor’s earliest memories of Bible stories were those told to 
her from her grandmother’s big white Bible.

“You could sell it. Or you could rent it out,” said Sierra.
“I’ve been praying about it,” Taylor said. “There is a nice, 

small church in the neighborhood that could use it.”
“I’ve talked to the pastor,” continued Taylor. “They could 

use the home for their youth, women, and men’s groups 
to meet. Or they could let one of their seniors live there for 
free.”

“For free? Are you sure?” asked Sierra.
“I’ve talked it over Dorian, and he thinks it’s a great idea,” 

Taylor smiled. “We want to bless the Body of Christ in this 
way. We feel it’s what Jesus wants us to do.”

1. What does it mean to be an heir?

2. What is the difference between an heir by birth and an 
heir of a promise?

3. Why should we always listen to Jesus, the heir of all 
things?
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Jesus: The Son of David
Matthew 1:1-6, KJV
1 The book of the generation 

of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham.
2 Abraham begat Isaac; and 

Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob 
begat Judas and his brethren;
3 And Judas begat Phares and 

Zara of Thamar; and Phares 
begat Esrom; and Esrom begat 
Aram;
4 And Aram begat Aminadab; 

and Aminadab begat Naasson; 
and Naasson begat Salmon;
5 And Salmon begat Booz of 

Rachab; and Booz begat Obed 
of Ruth; and Obed begat 
Jesse;
6 And Jesse begat David the 

king; and David the king 
begat Solomon of her that had 
been the wife of Urias.

Matthew wrote his Gospel with the purpose of demon-
strating how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies. We 
see this right away in the first chapter with Christ’s geneal-
ogy, which traces the Lord’s ancestry back to King David. 
Scripture foretold that the Messiah would come from the 
tribe of Judah and in particular through David.

Matthew’s designation of Jesus as the “son of David” 
not only highlights a purpose of his genealogy, but occurs 
throughout his account of Jesus’ life (9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 
20:30-31; 21:9, 15; 22:42, 45). The apostle wrote to convince 
the Jewish people, his initial audience, that Jesus fulfilled 
Scripture and in particular, God’s covenant with David.

Matthew began his genealogy with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 

Matthew 1:1-6, NIV
 1This is the genealogy of Jesus 

the Messiah the son of David, the 
son of Abraham: 

 2Abraham was the father of 
Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, 
Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, 3Judah the father of Perez 
and Zerah, whose mother was 
Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, 4Ram the 
father of Amminadab, Amminadab 
the father of Nahshon, Nahshon 
the father of Salmon, 5Salmon the 
father of Boaz, whose mother was 
Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, 
whose mother was Ruth, Obed the 
father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father 
of King David.
 David was the father of 

Solomon, whose mother had been 
Uriah’s wife.
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and Judah (vs. 2). This connected Christ with the covenants 
God made with the Patriarchs and fulfilled God’s promise 
through Jacob that the kings of Israel and the Messiah would 
come through Judah (Gen. 49:10).

4. What was Matthew’s main purpose in giving us a 
genealogy of Jesus as well as in writing his Gospel account?

5. Why did Matthew begin Jesus’ ancestry with 
Abraham?

Jesus: The Messiah
Matthew 1:16-17, KJV
16 And Jacob begat Joseph the 

husband of Mary, of whom was 
born Jesus, who is called Christ.
17 So all the generations from 

Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations; and from David until 
the carrying away into Babylon are 
fourteen generations; and from the 
carrying away into Babylon unto 
Christ are fourteen generations.

While the beginning of Matthew’s genealogy emphasizes 
Jesus as a descendant of King David, verse 16-17 stress that 
Jesus is the Christ. The One born of Mary fulfilled the Old 
Testament prophecies concerning the lineage of the Messiah. 

While Joseph as Mary’s husband provided means of Jesus’ 
claim to the throne of Israel, Matthew later clarifies that he 
was not the biological father of Jesus (see Matt. 1:18-23). 

6. Why did Matthew organize his genealogy in groups of 
14 names each?

Jesus: The Heir of All Things
Hebrews 1:1-5, KJV
1 God, who at sundry times and 

Matthew 1:16-17, NIV
 16And Jacob the father of 

Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
and Mary was the mother 
of Jesus who is called the 
Messiah. 17Thus there were 
fourteen generations in all 
from Abraham to David, four-
teen from David to the exile to 
Babylon, and fourteen from the 
exile to the Messiah.

Hebrews 1:1-5, NIV
 1In the past God spoke to our 
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in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the 
prophets,
2 Hath in these last days spo-

ken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made 
the worlds;
3 Who being the brightness of 

his glory, and the express image 
of his person, and upholding 
all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on 
high:
4 Being made so much better 

than the angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they.
5 For unto which of the angels 

said he at any time, Thou art 
my Son, this day have I begot-
ten thee? And again, I will be to 
him a Father, and he shall be to 
me a Son?

The Book of Hebrews begins by confronting its Jewish 
readership with the superiority of Jesus’ revelation over that 
of the Old Testament. The former message came piecemeal 
during several centuries as God employed many people and 
various methods to speak to His people. In some cases the 
Lord spoke directly to the writers such as to Moses; in other 
instances, He revealed His message through dreams, visions, 
and historical events. 

With the advent of Jesus, God speaks directly to us 
through His Son. This does not imply that the former rev-
elation was not inspired; God used many godly men and 

ancestors through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, 
2but in these last days he has spo-
ken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the 
universe. 3The Son is the radi-
ance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sus-
taining all things by his power-
ful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty 
in heaven. 4So he became as much 
superior to the angels as the name 
he has inherited is superior to 
theirs.

 5For to which of the angels did 
God ever say,
“You are my Son;
    today I have become your 

Father”?
 Or again,
“I will be his Father,
    and he will be my Son”?

KJV NIV
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women to convey His former message preparing the way for 
the arrival of His Son. Whereas the past messages provided 
parts of God’s redemptive purpose, God fully reveals it to us 
through Jesus. 

Verse 2 describes Jesus as “the heir of all things” as well as 
the Creator of the universe. There can be no greater revealer of 
God and His message than the Son through Whom the Father 
created all things and who will someday inherit everything. 

By describing Jesus as the “radiance of God’s glory” and 
“the exact representation of his being,” the author tells us 
that Jesus and the Father are both equally God (vs. 3). The 
Son fully reveals the Father (John 14:9). There can be no rev-
elation superior to what we have through Jesus throughout 
what we have in the New Testament.

After proclaiming Jesus’ equality with the Father, the writ-
er of Hebrews explains Jesus’ superiority to the angels in the 
rest of chapter 1. The Jews of the first century a.d. exalted 
angels above all creation and regarded them as the revealers 
and mediators of God’s covenants in the Old Testament. In 
order to fully convince the ancient Hebrew mind of Jesus’ 
superior revelation, the author needed to also show that the 
Son was greater than the angels.

Jesus’ name points to His grander nature versus the 
angels, which not merely identifies but points to His exalted 
nature and character. In Psalm 2:7, God refers to Him as “my 
Son.” No angel ever received such a lofty title. The quotation 
from 2 Samuel 7:14 in the second half of verse 5 also illus-
trates Jesus’ superior status to the angels as none of them are 
ever described in such a way. The writer continues in the 
remainder of chapter 1 to show how the Old Testament, of 
which his readers knew quite well, proved Christ’s higher 
status than that of the angels.

7. In what way is the revelation that came through Jesus 
superior to that of the Old Testament?

8. Does the author leave any room for anyone greater 
than Christ to come at a later time? Why or why not?
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Acting Like a Royal
The world watches intently when a child is born into a 

royal family. That child is celebrated, photographed, and 
followed almost as closely as his or her parents. However, 
the child initially has no concept of his or her significance, 
nor does the child understand what is required of someone 
of royal birth. Galatians 4:1-2 says “that the heir as long as 
he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be 
lord of all; but is under tutors and governors until the time 
appointed of the father” (KJV). In other words, as long as the 
child is immature, uneducated, and undeveloped, then he or 
she is unequipped to rule and reign as a true heir. The child 
needs to listen to his or her parents and guardians and soak 
in their wisdom to understand what the future holds.

Like the child in a royal family, we must constantly learn 
about what is expected of us. The person who can best teach 
us is Jesus, the heir of all things and the source of all wisdom. 
Sadly, we often act like children who think we know all there 
is to know about being a child of God, or we take our posi-
tion for granted as if we are entitled to it. But we are not roy-
ally born—we come into the family acknowledging that we 
are not worthy of inheriting the riches of the Kingdom. 

Too often, instead of acting royally, we listen to our own 
wants and desires and, as Paul said, return to “the weak and 
beggarly elements” (vs. 9) that we should have abandoned 
when we came to the Lord. Instead, we should humbly listen 
to the One who knows and wants what’s best for us. We will 
grow in grace and faith when we seek His wisdom, knowl-
edge, and understanding. 

9. Why do we often act “unroyally” as heirs to the 
Kingdom?

10. How can remembering we are heirs help us instead 
to listen and learn?

11. What have you learned lately from listening to the 
Lord?
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Listening to and Obeying the Heir
We are commanded to walk worthy of our calling, to be 

worthy of an heir with Jesus. It’s a choice that, by God’s 
grace, we can fulfill. But to do so, we must want it enough to 
listen to Him so we can be like Him. We can do that through 
daily meditation in His Word, through worship, and through 
prayer. When we have heard what to do, then we do it.  

 � In this space, draw an object that represents listening such as 
an ear or earphones. Next to it, write your commitment to seek 
the Lord’s will this week. in His Word. You may want to com-
plete this statement: I will put God above _________ this week 
and listen to the Holy Spirit. 

KEY VERSE
[God] hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds. —Hebrews 1:2, KJV

But in these last days [God] has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe. —Hebrews 1:2, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 7 through December 13

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Isaiah 7:10-15—Sign of God’s Presence.
Tues. Isaiah 42:1-9—Called as a Light to the Nations.
Wed. Isaiah 49:1-7—Called to Mission Before Birth.
Thurs. Luke 1:26-38—Birth of Jesus Foretold to Mary.
Fri. Luke 2:34-38—Simeon Foretells Jesus’ Ministry.
Sat. Ruth 4:9-17—In the Lineage of Ruth.
Sun. Matthew 1:18-25—Miracle of the Holy Spirit Conception.
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LESSON FOCUS: Don’t be afraid to follow God’s commands.

Called to Be Emmanuel

Kayla laid awake. She had three hours before she had to 
get up for work. She was angry and contemplative. 

Torrential rains in recent weeks had brought water 
into her carpeted basement. She had long wanted to remove 
the old carpet anyway, but now it was a necessity. Her 
former handyman, who moved out of town, had referred her 
to Lemarcus as a repair man.

Saturday, Lemarcus spent a few hours at her house, pull-
ing up the carpet in her basement and fixing other miscel-
laneous items. During the whole time, he ranted and raved 
about the evils of Christianity, Jesus, the government, the 
president, white people, the police, and more.

Kayla tried to defend and explain Christ and the Gospel, 
and it seemed to enrage Lemarcus even more. Kayla backed 
off and let him work. 

When he left, Kayla felt dirty and ashamed. She repeatedly 
apologized to the Lord. Later, she realized the Holy Spirit 
was telling her Lemarcus should not come back. Of course, 
the Lord was right. He seemed to be bringing evil into her 
home.

However, that was also a problem. Kayla was a single 
homeowner. Lemarcus was knowledgeable, available, and 
very reasonable in price. 

Still, Kayla had to obey God. She had to stand up for the 
lover of her soul! God had looked after her up to this point. 
It was settled. No more Lemarcus!

Then Kayla fell fast asleep.

1. When have you been afraid to follow God’s  
command?

2. Why is fear the enemy of faith?

3. Describe a time when you have felt God with you as 
you obeyed Him.
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Joseph Hears the News
Matthew 1:18-19, KJV
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ 

was on this wise: When as his 
mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came togeth-
er, she was found with child of 
the Holy Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, 

being a just man, and not will-
ing to make her a public exam-
ple, was minded to put her away 
privily.

If Mary and Joseph were of the ages typical for marriage 
in their time and place, she was perhaps in her early teens 
and he was perhaps somewhat older. The couple must have 
dreamed about what their life together would be like. Yet 
neither of them could have imagined the extraordinary privi-
lege and responsibility that would be theirs—the raising of 
God’s Son.

However, that was not something positive at the begin-
ning of their engagement. Matthew begins his account of 
Jesus’ birth with the fact of Mary’s pregnancy before she 
was married to Joseph. Matthew does not provide details 
of the angel’s visit to Mary or her trip to see Elizabeth after 
the angel appeared to her (Luke 1:26-39). Matthew picks up 
the story when it became obvious that Mary was pregnant, 
which likely occurred when she returned from her three 
month long stay with Elizabeth, whom Luke describes as her 
“relative” (Luke 1:36, 56). 

The news of Mary’s pregnancy not only stirred up much 
controversy in her hometown of Nazareth; it no doubt 
stunned Joseph. Mary knew she was with child because of 
the Holy Spirit, but how could she explain that to her future 
husband? Imagine the difficulty of explaining she remained 
a virgin in spite of being with child. 

Matthew 1:18-19, NIV
 18This is how the birth of Jesus 

the Messiah came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before 
they came together, she was 
found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her 
husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose 
her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly.
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Upon hearing of Mary’s condition, Joseph decided he could 
not go through with the marriage and sought a way to quietly 
divorce her. Since he knew he could not be the father, he drew 
the only logical conclusion: she had been unfaithful to him. 

According to Jewish law, a betrothal legally bound a 
couple together, which required that Joseph divorce Mary in 
order to break the betrothal covenant. He could not just walk 
away from it as one can do today with an engagement. 

Joseph displayed much kindness by not seeking to 
expose Mary to public shame. He desired to handle the 
matter in private so as not to disgrace Mary. Further, if he 
had exposed her sin publicly, the law allowed for her to be 
stoned to death for the crime of adultery since Joseph was 
already considered her “husband” (vs. 19; Exod. 20:14). So 
despite what had happened, it seems he still loved her.

4. Why would Mary find it difficult to explain her condi-
tion to Joseph or anyone else?

5. How did Joseph display his love for Mary in his 
response to the discovery that she was with child?

An Angel Appears to Joseph
Matthew 1:20-21, KJV
20 But while he thought on these 

things, behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a 

son, and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.

An angel appeared to Joseph while he “considered” the 

Matthew 1:20-21, NIV
 20But after he had consid-

ered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 
give birth to a son, and you are 
to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people 
from their sins.”
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matter of divorce (vs. 20). The angel, perhaps the same 
Gabriel who told Mary the news, spoke to him in a dream. 
The angel’s address to him as the “son of David” would 
have alerted Joseph to messianic implications of the message. 
He needed to pay attention.

The angel told Joseph not to be “afraid” to take Mary as 
his wife (vs. 20). This indicates Joseph’s reluctance to divorce 
Mary in spite of the evidence of her unfaithfulness and the 
social pressure to do so. Perhaps he had heard her story 
directly from her or through others and wanted to believe 
her explanation. 

The angel revealed that the Holy Spirit had conceived the 
child and that he should name Him “Jesus.” Jesus, or Joshua 
in the Hebrew Old Testament, means “the Lord is salvation.” 
The name points to His divinely appointed mission: to “save 
his people from their sins” (Mark 10:45).

6. What does the angel’s message for Joseph not to 
“be afraid to take Mary home as your wife” imply about 
Joseph’s state of mind?

7. What does the angel tell Joseph about the purpose of 
Jesus’ life?

Joseph Obeys the Lord
Matthew 1:22-25, KJV
22 Now all this was done, that 

it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying,
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with 

child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpret-
ed is, God with us.
24 Then Joseph being raised from 

sleep did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto 

Matthew 1:22-25, NIV
 22All this took place to fulfill 

what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: 23“The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God 
with us”).

 24When Joseph woke up, he 
did what the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25 But 
he did not consummate their 
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him his wife:
25 And knew her not till she had 

brought forth her firstborn son: and 
he called his name Jesus.

As he does throughout his Gospel, Matthew shows how 
Jesus fulfilled prophecy. In this passage Matthew quotes 
Isaiah 7:14, which predicts the Savior’s virgin birth. Even 
though such a miraculous birth had never happened before, 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of it centuries earlier.

Matthew wanted his readers to know that Jesus’ birth 
resulted from a miracle performed by the Holy Spirit in ful-
fillment of the words God had spoken through Isaiah. It hap-
pened just as Isaiah prophesied centuries earlier (7:14).

The name “Immanuel” literally means “God with us.” 
Only Jesus fulfills such a title. As we see from the New 
Testament, He was equal to God the Father in every aspect 
(Heb. 1:3). No one else reveals God as the One who came to 
us long ago.

Isaiah’s words initially referred to a more immediate 
birth as a sign to the “house of David” (7:13). The name 
“Immanuel,” however, clarifies that Jesus ultimately fulfilled 
the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14. Only He came into the world as 
God just as the name tells us He would do.

Once Joseph awoke from the dream, he promptly obeyed 
the word of the Lord revealed to him through the angel. 
Though not an easy path for either Joseph or Mary, they 
both accepted the roles God designed for them in bringing 
His Son into the world. 

Matthew does explain why Joseph and Mary did not 
have sexual relations until after Jesus’ birth. Perhaps they 
abstained out of their respect for the child or possibly to fur-
ther refute allegations that Joseph was Jesus’ natural father.

8. How did Jesus’ miraculous birth fulfill prophecy?

9. What does Joseph’s obedient response the angel’s mes-
sage tell us about him?

marriage until she gave birth 
to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus.

KJV NIV
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The Power of Obedience—The 
Consequences of Disobedience

Joseph and Mary knew that there was grace and favor in 
obedience to God, despite the unique and daunting task He 
had given them. There are rewards for obedience and conse-
quences for disobedience. 

People in biblical history fall into one of two categories: 
they are either an example of what to do, or an example 
of what not to do. When you read the Bible, always recog-
nize when God is warning us not to follow the path of the 
unrighteous. 

Jesus is the perfect example for our lives; we should “look 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2, 
KJV). All other believers (the kings, priests, prophets, and 
disciples) did some things well and failed in other ways. 
When you read the Bible, always discern who pleased God 
and who grieved God. 

Even someone “after [God’s] own heart” (Acts 13:22) 
failed miserably at times. David’s adultery shows what not 
to do; we see the judgment that followed. David remained 
king, but he eventually buried the first child born to 
Bathsheba, Israel was defeated in battle, his daughter Tamar 
was raped by her half-brother Ammon, and his son Absalom 
fought to take David’s throne. 

God is exalted in our hearts when we obey Him in all that 
He asks us to do. Consider the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11, 
their suffering and sacrifice not only impacted their genera-
tion but still impact believers today. Obedience produces 
endless fruit. 

10. Why is it important to take responsibility for our 
disobedience and confess our sins to God? 

11. When have you seen the consequences of disobedi-
ence and the rewards of obedience in your own life?

12. How can Philippians 3:13-14 help us understand 
what to do when we disobey God?
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Listening and Obeying
It is an honor for us to be chosen by God to do things for 

Him. There are tremendous rewards for those who put Him 
first in their lives—first in study, worship, giving, and obedi-
ence. The promise and obedience go hand-in-hand. When we 
both listen to Him and obey Him, we glorify Him and others 
are drawn to Him. 

 � Examine every aspect of your life and weigh your obedience. 
Are you obeying the Lord on your job, in your home, even at 
church? Is your life characterized by righteousness and peace? 
Pray about how the Holy Spirit can help you change that this 
week as you obey the Lord more and more.

KEY VERSE
Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.  
                                                                 —Matthew 1:20b-21, KJV

An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
 —Matthew 1:20b-21, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 14 through December 20

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Exodus 1:15-22—Midwives Frustrate Pharaoh’s Decree.
Tues. 1 Kings 3:5-14—God Answers Solomon’s Dream.
Wed. Daniel 1:8-17—Insight into the Meaning of Dreams.
Thurs. Galatians 3:25-29—In Christ, No Divisions Are Allowed.
Fri. Micah 5:1-6—A Great Ruler to Come from Bethlehem.
Sat. Matthew 2:19-23—A Successful Return from Egypt.
Sun. Matthew 2:7-15—Safe in the Midst of Danger.
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LESSON FOCUS: Are you willing to answer God’s call to worship?

Called to Worship

It was Saturday afternoon, and the house was quiet. 
Theadra and the children were gone for last minute 
Christmas shopping. They could be out for hours.

Edwyn sat flipping through cable channels. He was bored 
and restless. He felt a tugging at his heart after breakfast this 
morning to have time away with the Lord. However, there 
were no pressing matters of concern on his heart today. In 
fact, everything was good. His wife, his marriage, his chil-
dren, his job, his home—all good!

Edwyn had been sitting in his favorite recliner in the  
family room for the past 45 minutes. He did not seem able  
to completely rest or find anything he wanted to watch on 
TV.

Then he remembered the words of his pastor about seizing 
opportunities and making time to pray and worship. “What 
kind of relationship would you have with your wife, if you 
were always complaining to her and asking her for some-
thing?” Pastor Coleman had said at the men’s meeting. “We 
should always be honored that the Lord longs for our com-
pany and wants us to be in relationship with Him, especially 
at Christmastime.”

Pastor was right, Edwyn thought. He shut off the televi-
sion and headed to his study upstairs, where he met with the 
Lord. 

What could be more important or precious? Edwyn would 
take this time to pray and worship God.

1. What are some ways you have celebrated and wor-
shiped Jesus at Christmastime?

2. How could you keep that worship and celebration 
ongoing all year long?

3. What things can hinder you from worshiping our 
Savior at Christmastime? At other times of the year?
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A Pretense of Worship
Matthew 2:7-8, KJV
7 Then Herod, when he had priv-

ily called the wise men, enquired of 
them diligently what time the star 
appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, 

and said, Go and search diligently 
for the young child; and when ye 
have found him, bring me word 
again, that I may come and worship 
him also.

Whereas the wise men from the East sought to offer true, 
heartfelt worship to the newborn King of the Jews, Herod 
had an ulterior motive. The Magi’s news that they were 
looking for a king other than Herod troubled the tyrant, so 
he used subterfuge to learn the time of the star’s appearance. 
With this knowledge, Herod would have a good idea of how 
old Jesus was at the time of the Magi’s visit. Sadly, rather 
than using this information to exercise the worship worthy 
of our Lord, Herod would use the knowledge of Jesus’ age to 
execute the atrocity of slaying all those precious little ones in 
Bethlehem who were two years old and younger. 

However, knowing the Lord’s age and His town of birth 
was not enough for Herod’s evil plan. For what he intended 
to do, the tyrant also needed to know exactly where he could 
find Jesus. To hide his true intensions, Herod told the wise 
men to go to Bethlehem and seek out the young child. The 
wicked king then told them to return with a report of Jesus’ 
location. Herod’s pretense for wanting this information 
was so that he too could go and worship the young Child. 
However, the jealous despot had only murder in mind. 
Though this wicked king was able to fool the Magi, Herod’s 
evil intent was very clear to our omniscient God. 

4. What information did Herod seek from the wise men?

Matthew 2:7-8, NIV 
 7Then Herod called the 

Magi secretly and found out 
from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8He sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, 
“Go and search carefully for 
the child. As soon as you find 
him, report to me, so that 
I too may go and worship 
him.”
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5. When Herod sent the Magi on their way, what did he 
tell them to do?

6. Why did Herod really want to know this information?

Joy in Worship
Matthew 2:9-12, KJV 
9 When they had heard the king, 

they departed; and, lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood 
over where the young child was.
10 When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
11 And when they were come into 

the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and 
fell down, and worshipped him: 
and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense and 
myrrh.
12 And being warned of God in a 

dream that they should not return 
to Herod, they departed into their 
own country another way.

When the Magi departed from Herod, they headed toward 
Bethlehem as instructed. To their great joy, the star that 
they had been following reappeared to lead them directly to 
where the Lord and His family lived, and it stopped directly 
over the house. When they saw this, the Magi rejoiced 
exceedingly. Such is the case for all who follow God’s lead-
ing in their worship of Him. Christians may not have a star 
to guide us as the wise men did, but we have other lead-
ing—the Holy Spirit of God, who indwells us, and His 
Word, which is as a light to lead us along the paths of truth 
and righteousness 

Matthew 2:9-12, NIV 
 9After they had heard the 

king, they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they 
were overjoyed. 11On com-
ing to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
12And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country 
by another route.
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Upon entering the house, the wise men saw Jesus and 
immediately bowed down in reverent worship. They then 
opened the treasures they had brought and presented to Jesus 
their gifts of gold (precious metal), frankincense (a valuable 
form of incense) and myrrh (a costly anointing ointment). 
These were very precious gifts, quite worthy to present in 
heartfelt praise and worship to the true King of the Jews. 

From the beginning of their journey, first to Jerusalem and 
then to Bethlehem, the Magi followed God’s calling upon 
their lives in the form of the star to come and worship His 
Son. And their faithfulness to God’s call continued by heed-
ing His warning not to return to Herod. Instead of returning 
to Jerusalem as Herod commanded, they obediently heeded 
God’s warning and returned to their homeland via a differ-
ent route. In so doing, they were kept from participating, 
even unwittingly, in Herod’s evil plot to kill Jesus. 

7. What was the Magi’s reaction when the star stopped 
over the house where Jesus was? 

8. How did they worship Jesus when they entered the 
house?

9. What warning did God then have for the wise men?

Obedience Is Worship 
Matthew 2:13-15, KJV
13 And when they were departed, 

behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, say-
ing, Arise, and take the young child 
and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until I bring thee 
word: for Herod will seek the young 
child to destroy him.
14 When he arose, he took the 

young child and his mother by 
night, and departed into Egypt:

Matthew 2:13-15, NIV 
 13When they had gone, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 
he said, “take the child and his 
mother and escape to Egypt. 
Stay there until I tell you, for 
Herod is going to search for 
the child to kill him.”

 14So he got up, took the 
child and his mother during 
the night and left for Egypt, 
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15 And was there until the death 
of Herod: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt 
have I called my son.

From the Magi’s example, we have seen that true worship 
involves answering God’s call to honor Him, as well as heed-
ing His warnings to avoid the harm that evil can bring. After 
the wise men had obediently departed for their homeland 
via a different route, it was Joseph’s turn to hear and heed 
God’s warning of the evil that was about to come their way. 
The angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream and told 
him to escape to Egypt with Mary and Jesus because Herod 
sought to kill the young King. Joseph wasted no time in 
doing so; he immediately gathered his family and fled that 
very night for Egypt where he would await instructions on 
when to return to his homeland.  

There were many ways that God could have chosen to 
protect His Son, but as is so often the case, He did it here 
by using one who was willing to heed the divine call upon 
his life. Joseph faithfully answered God’s call when he took 
Mary to be his wife, even though the child she carried was 
not his (Matt. 1:18-25). And here he answered God’s call to 
carry Mary and Jesus to safety in Egypt. That Joseph under-
stood the urgency and the need for secrecy is seen by his 
immediate response and departure while it was still dark. 
By heeding God’s call upon his life so readily, Joseph dem-
onstrated his love for God and His Son, Jesus. Loving obedi-
ence is a beautiful and practical form of worshiping the God 
who loves and protects His people. 

10. What did the angel of the Lord warn Joseph about in 
a dream?

11. When were Joseph, Mary, and Jesus to return to 
Israel?

12. What does this event tell us about true worship?

15where he stayed until the 
death of Herod. And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: “Out 
of Egypt I called my son.”

KJV NIV
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The Heart of Worship
True worship is more than just merely a church service, 

music, nature, beauty, etc. It has nothing to do with style or 
preference. True worship is a matter of the heart—what we 
ultimately value and prioritize. What is the state of our heart 
supposed to be in worship? We are to worship with “clean 
hands and a pure heart” (Ps. 24:4). 

How are we to worship? Jesus said, “God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth” (John 
4:24). First, our worship is to be spiritual in nature, flowing 
out of a growing and personal relationship with Jesus. God is 
not after tradition, but a love relationship. God is not merely 
after Sunday morning in the sanctuary, but Monday morning 
in the office or classroom, or Saturday morning on the ball 
field, or Tuesday in the grocery store. Worship is a matter of 
the heart; it is not limited to a particular place or time. 

Second, our worship is to be in truth—in line with God’s 
Word. Truth is not a concept or idea, Truth is a Person, and 
His name is Jesus! He is the Living Word of Truth (see John 
14:6; 1:14; 17:17). Any song, word, or deed that does not line 
up with God’s Word is not worship. We worship whole-
heartedly to an audience of One for who He is in all of His 
glory and splendor and all that He has done in our lives 
redeeming us to eternal salvation (Rev. 5:9). God’s great love 
for us in Christ Jesus demands a response in awe and won-
der.  It should always cause us to fall down in worship and 
adoration before Him. He alone is worthy of all our praise. 

God delights in the praises of His people (Isa. 22:3). There-
fore, our lives are to demonstrate a lifestyle of continuous 
worship in service and praise to our God both corporately 
and privately throughout all eternity. 

13. What are some misconceptions concerning worship 
today? How do these things detract from true worship?

14. What could hinder us from having true worship? 

15. Why is it important to worship Him in all His glory?
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Commit to Worship 
A well-known preacher defined worship as our giving 

all that we know of ourselves to all that we know of God. 
Again, we are talking a commitment to wholehearted wor-
ship and devotion like the Magi who went out of their way 
from the East searching for the One worthy of all worship, 
honor, and devotion. They gave out of the best of all their 
resources. True worship requires “a living and holy sacri-
fice” on our part, which is not only “acceptable to God,” but 
is also “our reasonable service of worship” (Rom. 12:2).

 � How could you respond to God’s call to worship Him this 
week with the best of your time and ability?

KEY VERSE
And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped 
him: and when they had opened up their treasures, they pre-
sented unto him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 
 —Matthew 2:11, KJV

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. —Matthew 2:11, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 21 through December 27

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Isaiah 40:1-5—A Voice Cries, “Comfort My People.”
Tues. Matthew 11:2-15—Is John the Baptist the Greatest?
Wed. John 1:19-34—The Baptist’s Testimony of Faith.
Thurs. Matthew 17:1-8—Jesus, the Father’s Beloved Son.
Fri. Matthew 17:9-13; Malachi 4:4-5—In John, Elijah Has Come.
Sat. Matthew 3:13-17—John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan.
Sun. Matthew 3:1-12—John Prepares the Way for Jesus.
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LESSON FOCUS: Prepare for Jesus to change you.

Called to Prepare

Hey, man, you packing up and leaving the hood?” 
asked Jamal. “You too good for everybody now?”

“Man, you know I don’t think that,” Jasper said, 
maneuvering around a box and clearing off a seat for Jamal 
to sit down. 

Jasper had been renting a run-down apartment because of 
the price. It was also in close proximity to his “pharmaceuti-
cal business.” Drugs were rampant in this area, and police 
patrols were few and infrequent. It was a good place to make 
money.

However, for Jasper, those days were in the rearview mir-
ror. After a near-death experience, Jasper had heeded the 
years of pleas and prayers from his family and had given his 
heart to Christ. His crew had said it was like a deathbed con-
fession and did not expect it to “take.”

That was six months ago, and Jasper was now explor-
ing his new life in Christ. He heeded the voice of his new 
Christian friends and found a better apartment away from 
his old drug-filled neighborhood. 

“Drugs are everywhere, man,” said Jamal. 
“Yeah, I know,” answered Jasper. “But I am God’s man 

now. I know the Lord is going to use me. I know He has a 
lot in store for me.”

“Like what?” asked Jamal.
“I don’t know yet,” said Jasper. “But just like I made 

preparations for crime and craziness, I’m going to get myself 
ready for good to come!”

1. What comfort zones do you need to leave so Jesus can 
totally change you?

2. What risky limbs have you climbed out on in the past 
for the sake of Christ? 

3. How did you grow spiritually from stepping out on 
those risky limbs?
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Preparing Hearts
Matthew 3:1-6, KJV
1 In those days came John the 

Baptist, preaching in the wilder-
ness of Judaea,
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.
3 For this is he that was spoken 

of by the prophet Esaias, say-
ing, The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.
4 And the same John had his 

raiment of camel’s hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; 
and his meat was locusts and 
wild honey.
5 Then went out to him 

Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all 
the region round about Jordan,
6 And were baptized of him in 

Jordan, confessing their sins.

As part of the preparation to receive their King, John told 
his listeners to repent of their sins because the kingdom of 
heaven was at hand. To receive their King properly, the peo-
ple’s hearts needed to be right. Unlike earthly kings who can 
only look upon the outward appearances of people, the Lord 
can see into their very hearts. And because of this, their hearts 
needed to be dealt with first in order to receive Him properly.

Hundreds of years earlier, the prophet Isaiah had foretold 
John’s ministry of preparing the people for their King (Isa. 
40:3). John would be the voice of one in the wilderness call-
ing the people to make the way straight for the Lord. When 
we think of a straight line, the idea of the shortest distance 
between two points likely comes to mind. However, the 

Matthew 3:1-6, NIV 
 1In those days John the 

Baptist came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea 2and say-
ing, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 3This is 
he who was spoken of through 
the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the 

wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”
 4John’s clothes were made 

of camel’s hair, and he had a 
leather belt around his waist. 
His food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5People went out to him 
from Jerusalem and all Judea and 
the whole region of the Jordan. 
6Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan 
River.
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word used for “straight” in both the Hebrew and Greek car-
ries with it the idea of being right and good. Therefore, the 
one who would come to prepare the way of the Lord was to 
make His path right and good. For the people to receive Him 
properly, they had to get their hearts right first, and repent. 

As a result, many people came to confess their sins and be 
baptized by John. This is what the people were doing in prep-
aration to receive their King then, and this confession is what 
people still need to do in preparation to receive Him today. 

4. What was the content of John’s message in the 
wilderness?

5. What was the purpose of John’s message in the 
wilderness?

6. How did the people respond to John’s message?

Provoking Hearts
Matthew 3:7-10, KJV 
7 But when he saw many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
his baptism, he said unto them, 
O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come?
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet 

for repentance:
9 And think not to say within 

yourselves, We have Abraham to 
our father: for I say unto you, that 
God is able of these stones to raise 
up children unto Abraham.
10 And now also the axe is laid 

unto the root of the trees: therefore 
every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire.

Matthew 3:7-10, NIV 
 7But when he saw many of 

the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to where he was bap-
tizing, he said to them: “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8Produce fruit in keep-
ing with repentance. 9And 
do not think you can say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father.’ I tell you that 
out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 
10The ax is already at the root 
of the trees, and every tree that 
does not produce good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire.”
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When John confronted the Pharisees and Sadducees he 
called them a brood of vipers. That John’s approach was 
provocative indicates that sometimes people need a wake-up 
call to see just how far from God they are. 

After referring to the religious leaders as vipers, John then 
asked who had warned them about the wrath that was com-
ing. He challenged them to show the fruit that is the prod-
uct of true faith and repentance. Today, those whose hearts 
are hard against the things of God need to understand that 
though He is patient, His patience has its limits—there will 
be consequences for the continued rejection of God’s Son.   

John also told the religious leaders that their faith in being 
children of Abraham was misplaced. That God could turn 
stones into children of Abraham demonstrated that physi-
cal lineage had absolutely nothing to do with their spiritual 
standing before God. Likewise, people today need to beware 
of the potential for misplaced faith. A person raised in a 
Christian home doesn’t automatically become a child of God. 

If there was ever a group of people who might have confi-
dence that their good works and religious position could make 
them right with God, it was these religious leaders. However, 
no amount of religious works can make us right with God. 
Only by turning from our sin (repentance) and trusting the 
Savior for forgiveness from sin (true faith) can we have a right 
relationship with God and escape the wrath to come.    

7. What group of people came to where John was baptiz-
ing, and what did he call them? 

8. What did John say they were relying on to be right 
with God?

9. What warning did John have for them?

Prevailing upon Hearts
Matthew 3:11-12, KJV
11 I indeed baptize you with 

water unto repentance. but he 

Matthew 3:11-12, NIV 
 11“I baptize you with water 

for repentance. But after me 
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that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire:
12 Whose fan is in his hand, and 

he will throughly purge his floor, 
and gather his wheat into the 
garner; but he will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.

Just before their true King made His public appearance to 
be baptized (vss. 13-17), John prevailed upon his listeners one 
more time to be prepared to receive their King. The prophet 
understood his proper place with the Lord, declaring that 
he was not even worthy to carry Jesus’ shoes. John baptized 
with the water of repentance, but He who is more powerful 
than John would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Both here at the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry and at 
the end of it, we find the promise of the Spirit’s work in the 
lives of believers. When Jesus was about to depart by way of 
Calvary’s cross, He eased His disciples’ hearts with the prom-
ise that He would send them the Comforter, the Holy Spirit 
who would abide with them forever (John 14:16). 

John urged his listeners to understand that every person 
must choose which fire they will ultimately face. Those who 
put their faith in Jesus will be baptized by the Holy Spirit 
and fire, a picture of purification from sin in a person’s life. 
However, those who reject Jesus will face the unquenchable 
fires of judgment like useless chaff that is left over from the 
harvest. Like John’s listeners some 2,000 years ago, people 
today also must choose which fire they will ultimately face.

10. Though John was a fearless prophet, how did he 
demonstrate true humility?

11. How did John’s baptism and the Lord’s differ?

12. What final warning did John give his listeners?

comes one who is more pow-
erful than I, whose sandals 
I am not worthy to carry. He 
will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor, gath-
ering his wheat into the barn 
and burning up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”

KJV NIV
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True Repentance Leads to Change  
What is true repentance? It is more than just saying, “I 

am sorry.” It involves much more than the outward show 
of walking down an aisle over and over for “rededication.” 
True repentance produces good spiritual fruit. 

The Greek word for “repentance,” metanoia, breaks down 
into two parts: meta, meaning change, and noia, meaning 
mind. The Holy Spirit renews our mind (Rom. 12:2) through 
the Word of God. Only the Word of God can transform our 
minds into the likeness of Christ (see Eph. 4:23-24). A change 
of mind leads to a change of heart or a heart shift not only 
in our mind, but also our will and emotions. It is much more 
than merely the emotion of worldly sorrow: “Godly sor-
row brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no 
regret, but worldly sorrow brings death” (2 Cor. 7:10).

Changing our mind and heart involves changing the 
direction of our spiritual walk. It is as if we are walking one 
direction and we turn completely 180 degrees in the opposite 
direction. We turn away from the sin in which we are par-
ticipating, and we turn completely toward Christ in obedi-
ence to His commands and purposes. To run in the opposite 
direction of Christ is to run in utter rebellion. 

When we spiritually change our direction, we change our 
lifestyle as well as our destiny. A right spiritual walk with 
God produces peace that surpasses understanding (Phil. 4:7). 
We can choose to walk with Christ or away from Him. True 
repentance is obedience that leads to a new way of life that is 
fruitful and pleasing to Jesus Christ. 

13. Why is true repentance more than being sorry for 
what you have done? 

14. How fruitful is your spiritual life for Christ? What 
inhibits maximum fruit production?

15. In what ways has the Holy Spirit and the Word 
transformed your life into His likeness? What further 
changes are needed?
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A Supernatural Change in Your Life
According to Pastor Vance Havner, repentance is actu-

ally a change of mind about sin, self, and the Savior. True 
repentance involves seeing we are sinners, knowing we can’t 
improve ourselves under our own power and will, and ask-
ing Jesus to be the one to save us from our lives of sin. The 
Holy Spirit then works on us to transform us supernaturally 
into a “new creation. . . . The old has gone, the new is here!”

 � How has the Lord brought about real change in your life 
through the power of the Holy Spirit? What areas of your life 
still require true repentance as you respond to His change?

KEY VERSE
For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight. —Matthew 3:3, KJV

For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah: “A 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for the Lord.’” —Matthew 3:3, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 28 through January 3

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Deuteronomy 8:1-11—Live by God’s Word.
Tues. Leviticus 25:8-17—Jubilee, the Year of God’s Favor.
Wed. 1 Kings 17:7-16—The Miracle of the Meal and Oil.
Thurs. 2 Kings 5:1-14—Naaman’s Leprosy Healed in Jordan River.
Fri. Luke 4:1-13—Jesus Overcomes the Devil’s Temptations.
Sat. Luke 4:23-30—Jesus Is Driven out of Nazareth.
Sun. Luke 4:14-22—Jesus’ Mandate for Ministry Announced.
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LESSON FOCUS: Spread Jesus’ message of good news for a hurting world.

Called to Proclaim 

Hey man, once you get out of this place, you’re not 
supposed to come back,” said Perez, the prison 
guard.

Linzell smiled as he spread his arms wide, and Perez 
ran the handheld metal detector over his body. Perez had 
worked at the maximum-security prison for five of the 11 
years that Linzell had been there. He was one of a very few 
guards who had not given Linzell any grief for finding “jail-
house religion.” 

“I’m looking forward to hearing you speak at service 
today,” Perez told Linzell when Perez finished the body 
check. 

“Right. Just what these prisoners need, more Jesus talk,” 
said another prison guard that Linzell did not know.

Linzell had been out of prison for five years. He was mar-
ried, working a decent job, and was taking a few online sem-
inary courses. The latter came about after encouragement 
from his wife and some nudging from his pastor.

“How could God ever use me?” Linzell had asked. 
Still, Linzell had felt the pull of God to preach. He had 

ignored it for more than two years, until he could no longer. 
Once Linzell yielded, he also surrendered to preparing for 

the call. It had been both a scary and a glorious journey. 
“Don’t listen to Dusty,” Perez said, breaking in on 

Linzell’s thoughts. “There are several men who have been 
anxiously waiting for service to start, and there are a couple 
of men who remember you!”

1. What evidence do you see that we are living in a hurt-
ing world?

2. What temporary solutions do hurting people often 
look to for help?

3. Why is Jesus good news for our hurting world?
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Proclaiming Freedom
Luke 4:14-19, KJV
14 And Jesus returned in the 

power of the Spirit into Galilee: 
and there went out a fame of 
him through all the region round 
about.
15 And he taught in their syna-

gogues, being glorified of all.
16 And he came to Nazareth, 

where he had been brought up: 
and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day, and stood up for to read.
17 And there was delivered unto 

him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened 
the book, he found the place 
where it was written,
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because he hath anointed me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the bro-
kenhearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised,
19 To preach the acceptable year 

of the Lord.

The same Spirit who had sustained Jesus during His temp-
tation by Satan in the wilderness (Luke 4:1) now led Him to 
His home region of Galilee, where “news about him spread 
through the whole countryside.” Jesus taught in the syna-
gogues “and everyone praised him” (vss. 14-15). 

At last He arrived in His hometown of Nazareth, among 
the people He grew up with and likely had served as a 

Luke 4:14-19, NIV
 14Jesus returned to Galilee 

in the power of the Spirit, and 
news about him spread through 
the whole countryside. 15He was 
teaching in their synagogues, 
and everyone praised him.

 16He went to Nazareth, where 
he had been brought up, and 
on the Sabbath day he went 
into the synagogue, as was his 
custom. He stood up to read, 
17and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. 
Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written:

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on  
  me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to  

  the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim  

  freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the  

  blind,
to set the oppressed free,
    19to proclaim the year of the  

  Lord’s favor.”
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carpenter or builder. As it was still the beginning of His min-
istry, Jesus had likely not been away long. And once again, 
on the Sabbath, Jesus went into the synagogue to teach. It is 
interesting to note it “was his custom” (vs. 16) to go to the 
synagogue; even Jesus, the Son of God, understood the need 
to be among God’s people for worship.

 As He stood up to read, Jesus was handed the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah. Jesus took the scroll, unrolled it, and 
“found the place” He was to read from, near the very end of 
the book of Isaiah (61:1-2a). Whether the passage was prede-
termined or chosen specifically by Jesus, it was the perfect 
word for the moment. 

The passage spoke of the Spirit being on the Messiah, 
God’s anointed one, who would bring five good things to 
those in need: 1) good news to the poor; 2) freedom to pris-
oners; 3) new sight to the blind; 4) release to the oppressed; 
and 5) forgiveness to debtors (as in the Year of Jubilee). The 
“year of the Lord’s favor” likely refers to the year of Jubilee 
(Lev. 25:9-15), during which time debts were cancelled and 
slaves were set free. Jesus would fulfill this prophecy in both 
literal and spiritual ways.

The importance of this Scripture from Isaiah is shown in 
Jesus’ message to the disciples of John the Baptist. When 
John’s disciples came with his question of whether or not 
Jesus was truly the Messiah, Jesus replied, “Go back and 
report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is pro-
claimed to the poor” (Matt. 11:4-5).

Jesus stopped His reading midway through Isaiah 61:2, 
leaving unspoken the remainder of Isaiah’s statement: “and 
the day of vengeance of our God.” Possibly this is because 
this day of vengeance will not occur until Jesus’ second com-
ing. For now, He proclaimed only the prophecy that those 
hearing Him would witness with their own eyes. 

4. Where did the Spirit lead Jesus? What was the initial 
response to His arrival? 
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5. What is significant about the passage of Scripture 
Jesus read in the synagogue? 

6. What is significant about the part of this passage 
from Isaiah Jesus did not read? 

Proclaiming Fulfillment
Luke 4:20-22a, KJV
20 And he closed the book, and he 

gave it again to the minister, and 
sat down. And the eyes of all them 
that were in the synagogue were 
fastened on him.
21 And he began to say unto 

them, This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears.
22 And all bare him witness, and 

wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth.

Once Jesus had finished reading this brief passage from 
Isaiah, He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the synagogue 
attendant who had handed to Him, and sat down. Standing 
was the usual posture for the reading portion of the syna-
gogue message, while sitting usually indicated teaching. 

All eyes were fixed on Jesus. Everyone in the synagogue 
wondered what this teacher from their own hometown 
would have to say next about this Spirit-filled, anointed 
Messiah who had been promised by Isaiah hundreds of 
years ago—who they now hoped would bring freedom,  
healing, and the Lord’s favor to a hurting, beaten-down, 
Roman-dominated people. Even given their desire for  
liberation, they could not have anticipated Jesus’ next words.

Jesus began—He wasted no time in proclaiming—that 
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (vs. 21, 
emphasis added). Those listening to Jesus’ message were 
beholding its very fulfillment. This was the year of the 
Lord’s favor where, both physically and spiritually speaking, 

Luke 4:20-22a, NIV
 20Then he rolled up the 

scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of everyone in the syna-
gogue were fastened on him. 
21He began by saying to them, 
“Today this scripture is ful-
filled in your hearing.”

 22All spoke well of him and 
were amazed at the gracious 
words that came from his lips.
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good news was proclaimed to the poor, the blind regained 
sight, prisoners and the oppressed were set free, and debts 
were canceled. In short, Jesus had just declared, to the people 
of His hometown, that He was the Messiah! 

It is interesting also to note the tone and style of Jesus’ 
words. He didn’t shout or make a big deal. He literally 
didn’t mention Himself. He said only, “Today this scripture 
is fulfilled in your hearing.” He simply proclaimed the truth 
and let it speak for itself about Him. But that calm proclama-
tion changed everything.

At first, the response to Jesus’ message was positive. “All 
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his lips” (vs. 22a). After their initial reac-
tion, however, the crowd quickly changed their opinion and 
doubted that this man from their own hometown could be 
the long-promised Messiah (vss. 22b-30).  
   Ultimately, it wouldn’t matter. Jesus would go on fulfill-
ing everything He had just proclaimed—and to fulfill every 
other promise ever made in God’s Word about Him.

7. What is the crowd’s attitude as Jesus prepared to 
speak? What 
fueled this 
attitude?

8. What did 
Jesus say about 
the passage from 
Isaiah He had 
just read—and 
therefore, about 
Himself?

9. How did the 
crowd react to 
Jesus’ message, at 
first?

A reconstruction of a first-century synagogue at 
Nazareth Village in Israel.
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Reaching Out to the Hurting
Lydia sat in the corner alone, in the midst of a crowded 

school auditorium. No one knew that she had tried to take 
her life last night. She didn’t want to be in school, but she 
definitely couldn’t stay at home where her abuse occurred. 
Before the closing of the assembly, Lydia thought she left 
the auditorium unnoticed. However, her math teacher, Mrs. 
Matthews, saw her from the time she entered the auditorium.

During math class, Mrs. Matthews continued to observe 
Lydia’s isolation from her classmates. She also noticed that 
Lydia’s grades were dropping. She started to pray for Lydia 
as she watched her class and that God would give her an 
opportunity to speak to Lydia and she would open up to her.

Later that week, Mrs. Matthews saw Lydia waiting at the 
bus stop and started talking to her about the long wait for 
the bus and other small talk. Lydia was surprised by Mrs. 
Matthews talking to her, but she politely answered her. Over 
the next month, whenever Mrs. Matthews saw Lydia alone, 
she would go over and start a conversation. 

Finally, Mrs. Matthews ran into Lydia off the school campus 
and was able to share with Lydia more about her own life. She 
told Lydia how she was bullied in school and then one day 
she learned about someone who would never bully her. Mrs. 
Matthews simply told Lydia about how Jesus came to help 
those that are hurting and His unconditional love for her. 

Lydia didn’t respond right away, but Mrs. Matthews 
noticed that she smiled more in class. She also saw Lydia sit-
ting at the bus stop reading the New Testament that she had 
given her. She prayed that Lydia would not only share with 
her, but would accept Jesus’ love and allow Him to heal her. 

10. How often do you notice those hurting around you?

11. What roles do the Holy Spirit and prayer play in 
helping those hurting?

12. How are you reaching out to hurting people in your 
world?
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Jesus Is the Answer
Jesus’ message of good news never grows old. Technology 

may increase, fads may change, but God’s Word never 
changes. The answer to the troubles of our hurting world 
today is still Jesus.

 � Do you know someone who is discouraged, lacks peace of 
mind, or really doesn’t see any reason for living? Ask God to 
give you an opportunity in the next week to share with that 
person Jesus’ message of good news. If you can’t think of any-
one who needs to hear of Jesus’ good news, then take time and 
pray for God to show you someone this week who is hurting and 
needs to hear Jesus’ good news.

KEY VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal 
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
 —Luke 4:18-19, KJV

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 —Luke 4:18-19, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 4 through January 10

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Exodus 3:1-12—Called to Lead Israelites from Egypt.
Tues. Judges 6:11-16—Called to Deliver Israelites from Midianites.
Wed. Isaiah 6:1-8—Called and Cleansed for Ministry.
Thurs. Luke 9:57-62—Single Mindedness Required to Follow      
           Jesus.
Fri. Romans 2:1-11—Repentance, Goal of God’s Kindness.
Sat. John 21:15-19—Jesus Calls Peter to Ministry.
Sun. Luke 5:1-11—Don’t Be Afraid to Catch People.
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LESSON FOCUS: Participate in Jesus’ mission.

Called to Follow

Why are we doing this, again?” grunted Britany.
The two women were bringing work out equip-

ment into the gymnasium. Jasmine had asked the 
pastor of the large congregation to use the church’s gymna-
sium. Jasmine and Britany’s small church did not have one.

There were two things that the 32 year old was passion-
ate about—Jesus and fitness. Jasmine found that several 
of her African-American girlfriends struggled with health 
and weight-related issues. Jasmine, who had battled weight 
issues in her teens, had become a fitness and nutrition 
expert.  

Jasmine realized her mission was to use her knowledge 
of fitness and exercise to show the love of Christ and touch 
souls. Thus, Worship and Workout was created. She began 
in a circle with 10 minutes of prayer requests and prayer. 
A 45-minute cardio and strength-training session followed. 
The session concluded back in a circle for five minutes of 
praise reports. The cost was $1 per session and was open to 
everyone. 

Jasmine and Britany visited with many of the women after 
the class. One young woman, whom Jasmine was talking to, 
wanted to re-establish her relationship with Christ. 

 “Now I see why it’s important to come early and stay 
late,” said Britany, as the two women made it to their SUV. 
“All this work is worth it, to see just one person come to the 
Lord.”

 “Yes it is, Britany. Yes it is!” 

1. How would you describe a mission, and how does it 
affect your actions?

2. How did Jesus’ mission affect His daily routine while 
here on earth?

3. Why is Jesus’ mission important and necessary for all 
mankind?
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Setting Out with Doubt
Luke 5:1-5, KJV
1 And it came to pass, that, as the 

people pressed upon him to hear 
the word of God, he stood by the 
lake of Gennesaret,
2 And saw two ships standing by 

the lake: but the fishermen were 
gone out of them, and were wash-
ing their nets.
3 And he entered into one of the 

ships, which was Simon’s, and 
prayed him that he would thrust 
out a little from the land. And he 
sat down, and taught the people 
out of the ship.
4 Now when he had left speaking, 

he said unto Simon, Launch out 
into the deep, and let down your 
nets for a draught.
5 And Simon answering said unto 

him, Master, we have toiled all 
the night, and have taken nothing: 
nevertheless at thy word I will let 
down the net.

Once again, Jesus taught the people—although this time, 
instead of from inside of a synagogue, He preached in the 
open air, at the shores of the Lake of Gennesaret (the Sea of 
Galilee). And once again, the crowds were eagerly “listen-
ing to the word of God” (vs. 1). The location may also be 
an indication that Jesus’ ministry had already become too 
large for a synagogue to hold. The crowd was so large that 
Jesus needed to get onto one of the nearby fishing boats in 
order to effectively preach to them. He spied two boats near 
the water’s edge, “left there by the fishermen, who were 
washing their nets” (vs. 2). These men had spent the entire 

Luke 5:1-5, NIV
 1One day as Jesus was stand-

ing by the Lake of Gennesaret, 
the people were crowding 
around him and listening to 
the word of God. 2 He saw at 
the water’s edge two boats, left 
there by the fishermen, who 
were washing their nets. 3 He 
got into one of the boats, the 
one belonging to Simon, and 
asked him to put out a little 
from shore. Then he sat down 
and taught the people from the 
boat.

 4When he had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into deep water, and 
let down the nets for a catch.”

 5Simon answered, “Master, 
we’ve worked hard all night 
and haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I will 
let down the nets.”
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evening fishing and were now cleaning up their equipment, 
ready to head home. But Jesus had other plans for them.

He climbed into the boat belonging to Simon (Peter), “and 
asked him to put out a little from shore” (vs. 3) so He could 
preach to the crowds. Simon and his crew—who included 
the sons of Zebedee, James and John, who owned the other 
boat (vs. 10); and Simon’s brother Andrew (Matt. 4:18)—
were no doubt tired but agreed, honored to have this popu-
lar Teacher on their boat. Jesus then sat down in the boat—
the normal stance for teaching in those days—and taught the 
people from there.

After He had finished teaching, Jesus turned His atten-
tion to the fishermen. Instead of asking to go back to shore, 
He told Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch” (vs. 4). At this point, Simon betrayed a bit 
of his exhaustion: “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything.” Clearly Simon thought it would 
be a waste of time to try fishing again, especially since it was 
late in the morning by this time, and he knew that the best 
fishing in the lake was at night. Also, they had just cleaned 
their nets, stretching them out to dry so they wouldn’t rot.

But Simon addressed Jesus as “Master”—a term found 
only in Luke—and obeyed this teacher who had managed 
to commandeer his boat: “But because you say so, I will let 
down the nets” (vs. 5). 

The Lord at times may lead us to go somewhere or do 
something that does not make sense to us. Logic often fails to 
see the supernatural dimension. God does not always ask us 
to understand what He wants us to do, however. He simply 
asks us to obey.

4. What did Jesus need to do because of the crowd? 

5. How did Simon respond to Jesus’ request “to put out a 
little from shore” (vs. 3)?

6. How did Simon respond to Jesus’ request to go fishing 
again?
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Responding without Hesitation
Luke 5:6-11, KJV
6 And when they had this done, 

they inclosed a great multitude of 
fishes: and their net brake.
7 And they beckoned unto their 

partners, which were in the other 
ship, that they should come and 
help them. And they came, and 
filled both the ships, so that they 
began to sink.
8 When Simon Peter saw it, he 

fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
Depart from me; for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord.
9 For he was astonished, and all 

that were with him, at the draught 
of the fishes which they had taken:
10 And so was also James, and 

John, the sons of Zebedee, which 
were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; 
from henceforth thou shalt catch 
men.
11 And when they had brought 

their ships to land, they forsook all, 
and followed him.

Simon didn’t want to go back out to sea to fish—and he 
certainly didn’t expect what happened next: “When they had 
done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their 
nets began to break” (vs. 6). Simon signaled James and John, 
in the other boat, to come help, and together they filled both 
boats with fish—to the point that both boats were close to 
sinking. After their previous night of futility, Simon knew 
such a thing should not be happening.

At this point—if the healing of his mother-in-law hadn’t 

Luke 5:6-11, NIV
 6When they had done 

so, they caught such a large 
number of fish that their 
nets began to break. 7So they 
signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help 
them, and they came and 
filled both boats so full that 
they began to sink.

 8When Simon Peter saw 
this, he fell at Jesus’ knees 
and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9For 
he and all his companions 
were astonished at the catch of 
fish they had taken, 10and so 
were James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
 Then Jesus said to Simon, 

“Don’t be afraid; from now on 
you will fish for people.”

11So they pulled their boats 
up on shore, left everything 
and followed him.
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already done so (Luke 4:38-39)—Simon began to more fully 
grasp who this Teacher really was. As he saw the fish, he 
and his crew were unable to catch on His own now threaten 
to capsize their boats, he fell on his knees before Jesus and 
pleaded, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” (vs. 
8). In addition to marveling at Jesus and “at the catch of fish 
they had taken” (vs. 9), Simon had become acutely aware 
of who he was (let alone in comparison to Jesus): “a sinful 
man!” This is also the first time that Luke refers to Simon as 
Peter, likely signifying the spiritual change already taking 
place in Simon.

Jesus calmed Simon’s fears, and then, just as calmly, 
redirected the entire trajectory of his life: “Don’t be afraid; 
from now on you will fish for people” (vs. 10). Simon and 
his companions would no longer be fishermen but apostles, 
entrusted with helping to establish Jesus’ kingdom on earth. 
If catching loads of fish was a great miracle, catching innu-
merable amounts of people for Jesus was a miracle Simon 
couldn’t even fathom. And yet, because it was Jesus who 
said it, it was believable. 

Therefore, the response of these men is immediate: “they 
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed 
him” (vs. 11). Even after the largest catch they had probably 
ever made, the business these men had been so engaged in 
no longer mattered. They were now ready and willing, at all 
costs, to participate in Jesus’ mission.

Peter’s simple act of obedience proved to be a turning 
point in his life. He was transformed from one who caught 
fish to one who caught people.

7. What happened after Simon and his crew fished 
again?

8. How does Simon react—especially to Jesus? 

9. What does Jesus tell Simon? How do Simon and his 
crew respond?
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God Uses Ordinary People
Cathy, who dropped out of high school, came from a dys-

functional home. Like most young people, she sought for 
love in all the wrong places. Cathy always worked hard to 
provide for herself and her elderly mother.  

One day her employer asked, “Cathy, do you have a per-
sonal relationship with God?” Cathy looked bewildered. She 
hadn’t grown up attending church and really never thought 
about God. Her employer continued by sharing with Cathy 
how she could have a personal relationship with Jesus. 
Cathy didn’t understand it all, but a few days later, Cathy 
prayed to accept Christ in her bedroom.

She eventually found a church that helped her grow in her 
faith. Cathy married, had children, and continued to seek 
God’s face in everything she did. But the greatest experience 
in her life was learning how to listen to the Holy Spirit in 
sharing God’s love in her small world.

While shopping, Cathy observed a young mother strug-
gling with her child. She spoke gently to the mother, and 
said, “Don’t worry, this too will pass. I raised six children. 
God will give you strength.” This brought a smile and thank 
you from the mother. On another day, Cathy would walk 
down a street, see a homeless person, and reach into her gro-
cery bag and give him some fruit.  Or she would be driving, 
see an accident, and pray for those in the accident.

Cathy is an ordinary person with a passion to fulfill Jesus’ 
mission in her little world. She knows how to participate in 
Jesus’ mission by obeying the Holy Spirit in her daily rou-
tine. She draws others to Jesus by her actions of love. 

10. Why is it necessary to have a personal relationship 
with Jesus to participate in His mission?

11. What role does obedience play in participating in 
Jesus’ mission?

12. In what ways have you seen others participate in 
Jesus’ mission?
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Yes, I Will Follow
Jesus didn’t force the disciples to follow Him; they chose 

to follow Him. The disciples didn’t stop to ask Jesus ques-
tions about where they would be going or what they would 
be doing. They trusted Him and immediately followed Him.

Jesus is calling us immediately to follow Him and partici-
pate in His mission of drawing all men to God through sal-
vation in Jesus. This doesn’t mean going around with a Bible 
and preaching to everyone we meet, although God may call 
us specifically to share His Word with others. However, one 
way we can participate in Jesus’ mission is by being a light 
for Jesus wherever we go. A light draws people away from 
darkness and into the right direction.

 � In what ways has Jesus called you to follow Him and partici-
pate in His mission? Take time in the next week to ask God to 
show you how you can further participate in Jesus’ mission.

KEY VERSE
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men. —Luke 5:10b, KJV

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you 
will fish for people.” —Luke 5:10b, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 11 through January 17

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Isaiah 57:14-21—Peace and Healing Will Come.
Tues. 1 Peter 2:18-25—Healed by Christ’s Wounds.
Wed. Matthew 15:21-28—Canaanite Daughter Healed by Mother’s  
           Faith.
Thurs. James 5:13-16—Anoint Sick with Oil and Prayer.
Fri. Mark 5:21-34—Woman Healed by Her Faith.
Sat. Mark 2:13-17—The Sick Need a Physician.
Sun. Mark 2:1-12—Jesus Heals and Forgives the Paralytic.
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LESSON FOCUS: Trust that Jesus has the authority to make you whole.

Called in Authority

When Evie came out of the bathroom, she noticed her 
roommate was still in the bed—facedown. Evie was 
growing more concerned with Chanita’s mental 

state. Her roommate had suffered a terrible ordeal last year, 
and her life had been turned upside down. 

Chanita had left school for a semester and returned. She had 
been getting mental health counseling, but she was still strug-
gling. However, some of the things that Chanita shared were 
troubling to Evie and seemed to be expanding the problem.

“I may have ADHD,” Chanita had told Evie. 
Evie had only known her roommate for about a year and 

a half, but Evie had not noticed any signs of ADHD. Evie 
knew that mental health counseling was important, but it 
was also crucial to seek out the good ones. 

“Is your counselor certified? What kind of counselor is 
she?” Evie had asked. “Is she a Christian counselor?” 

Chanita had been “around” church before, but had never 
accepted Christ. Evie had never been one to push her beliefs 
onto others, but she had been feeling convicted of not shar-
ing Christ with her friend.

“Chanita, are you awake? Can you roll over?” Evie asked.
Evie began to share Christ with Chanita. She told her how 

the Lord could save, heal, and restore anyone. 
“I’m taking you to church with me this morning,” said 

Evie. “Come on. Get up.”

1. In what areas do we want to be made whole—areas 
where we sense that something is lacking and need help if 
we want to be complete?

2. What makes it hard sometimes to believe that Jesus 
wants to make us whole in these areas?

3. What would make it easier to believe that Jesus can 
and wants to make us whole?
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Jesus Heals the Sick
Mark 2:1-4, NIV
1 And again he entered into 

Capernaum after some days; and 
it was noised that he was in the 
house.
2 And straightway many were gath-

ered together, insomuch that there 
was no room to receive them, no, 
not so much as about the door: and 
he preached the word unto them.
3 And they come unto him, bring-

ing one sick of the palsy, which was 
borne of four.
4 And when they could not come 

nigh unto him for the press, they 
uncovered the roof where he was: 
and when they had broken it up, 
they let down the bed wherein the 
sick of the palsy lay. 

Early in His ministry, Jesus’ frequently found Himself sur-
rounded by those who seemed more enamored by what He 
could do than what He had to say. Many saw Him more as a 
miracle worker who could cast out demons and cure people 
than as One who could make them spiritually whole. 

Jesus’ reputation as a miracle worker began in Capernaum 
where He freed a man of demon possession and healed many 
who were sick, including Peter’s mother-in-law (Mark 1:21-
34). Jesus left Capernaum shortly afterward, perhaps hoping 
that He’d find some who were more interested in the mes-
sage He wanted to share rather than the miracles He could 
perform (Mark 1:35-39). At one point, He instructed a leper 
He’d healed not to tell anyone about it (Mark 1:40-45), per-
haps to avoid giving those following Him further justification 
to see Him primarily as a healer of bodies rather than a healer 
of souls. The leper told others about what happened anyway 

Mark 2:1-4, NIV
 1A few days later, 

when Jesus again entered 
Capernaum, the people heard 
that he had come home. 2They 
gathered in such large num-
bers that there was no room 
left, not even outside the door, 
and he preached the word 
to them. 3Some men came, 
bringing to him a paralyzed 
man, carried by four of them. 
4Since they could not get him 
to Jesus because of the crowd, 
they made an opening in the 
roof above Jesus by digging 
through it and then lowered 
the mat the man was lying on.
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and Jesus soon found it more difficult to enter villages with-
out gaining the type of attention He didn’t desire.

When Jesus returned to Capernaum, many heard that 
He’d arrived in town, and soon a crowd gathered both 
inside and outside of the home where He was staying. There 
were so many that four men who were intent on helping a 
paralyzed friend get healed couldn’t get through the door. 
The four were determined not to abandon their friend, so 
they made their way to the roof of the house, dug a hole 
through it, and lowered the mat their friend was laying on. 

4. What may have prompted some to follow Jesus early 
in His ministry?

5. How did Jesus respond? Why do you think He 
responded this way?

6. How would you characterize the four who carried the 
paralytic to Jesus?

Jesus Forgives Sin
Mark 2:5-7, KJV
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he 

said unto the sick of the palsy, 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.
6 But there was certain of the 

scribes sitting there, and reasoning 
in their hearts,
7 Why doth this man thus speak 

blasphemies? who can forgive sins 
but God only?

Jesus used this incident to bring into focus His true nature. 
When He said, “Son, your sins are forgiven,” those who had 
a good understating of Scripture knew that since only God 
can forgive sins. By saying that He had the authority to for-
give sins, Jesus was in fact claiming that He was God. Under 
the laws given to Moses, this could have been considered 
blasphemous and would have been ample justification to 

Mark 2:5-7, NIV
 5When Jesus saw their faith, 

he said to the paralyzed man, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”

6Now some teachers of the law 
were sitting there, thinking to 
themselves, 7“Why does this 
fellow talk like that? He’s blas-
pheming! Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?”
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have Jesus executed (Lev. 24:15-16). 
Caiaphas, the high priest at the time Jesus was crucified, 

made a similar charge against Jesus during His trial. At one 
point, Caiaphas asked Jesus, “Are you the Messiah, the Son 
of the Blessed One?” (Mark 14:60-65). Jesus said He was, and 
then added that one day He would sit at the right hand of 
God. Hearing this, Caiaphas tore his clothes, accused Jesus 
of blasphemy, and asked the crowd what should be done. As 
Mark noted, “They all condemned him as worthy of death.”

Jesus may have had a secondary purpose for declaring that 
the paralytic’s sins were forgiven. Jesus knew that healing the 
man physically would not make Him whole spiritually. He 
wanted to do more than just perform a miracle that would 
result in the man being able to walk again. Jesus wanted to 
start the process of spiritual healing that begins when people 
recognize that they have been forgiven for their sins.

7. What was Jesus’ primary reason for saying He could 
forgive the man’s sins?

8. How did those well-versed in Scripture respond? 

9. What may have been a secondary purpose for what 
Jesus said?

Jesus Reveals His Nature
Mark 2:8-12, KJV
8 And immediately when Jesus 

perceived in his spirit that they so 
reasoned within themselves, he said 
unto them, Why reason ye these 
things in your hearts?
9 Whether is it easier to say to the 

sick of the palsy, Thy sins be for-
given thee; or to say, Arise, and take 
up thy bed, and walk?
10 But that ye may know that the 

Son of man hath power on earth to 

Mark 2:8-12, NIV
 8Immediately Jesus knew 

in his spirit that this was what 
they were thinking in their 
hearts, and he said to them, 
“Why are you thinking these 
things? 9Which is easier: to 
say to this paralyzed man, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Get up, take your mat 
and walk’? 10But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has 
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forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of 
the palsy,)
11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take 

up thy bed, and go thy way into 
thine house.
12 And immediately he arose, took 

up the bed, and went forth before 
them all; insomuch that they were 
all amazed, and glorified God, say-
ing, We never saw it on this fashion.

Jesus would have been guilty of blasphemy if He claimed  
to be God and wasn’t. To show that their accusations of blas-
phemy were without merit, Jesus posed a question about what 
was easier to do: to forgive, or to heal. They knew that neither 
one was easy; both were things that only God can do. As they 
considered this, Jesus said that He would prove that He had 
the authority to forgive sins by healing the paralytic. He then 
did so to the amazement of those gathered in the house.

One of the reasons Jesus may have performed this miracle 
was to shift the focus of those who followed Him away from 
the physical healing they sought toward the spiritual healing 
they needed. He wanted to prove that He had the authority 
to make people spiritually whole. 

Jesus also wanted to provide tangible evidence of His true 
nature. Rather than just asking people to trust His claim 
to be the Son of God, Jesus provided physical evidence of 
who He is. He then told those following Him to look at His 
actions and use this to guide their conclusions about Him.

The miracles Jesus performed, especially the one where He 
rose from the dead, give credibility to Jesus’ claim that He is 
the Son of God and that He has the ability to forgive our sins 
and heal us spiritually. 

10. Why did Jesus perform this miracle?

11. Why were the accusations of blasphemy without 
merit?

12. What implication does this incident have for us?

authority on earth to forgive 
sins.” So he said to the man, 
11“I tell you, get up, take your 
mat and go home.” 12He got 
up, took his mat and walked 
out in full view of them all. 
This amazed everyone and 
they praised God, saying, “We 
have never seen anything like 
this!”

KJV NIV
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How Jesus Makes Us Whole
There are many ways that Jesus makes us whole. First and 

perhaps foremost, Jesus makes us whole by forgiving our 
sins. In the process, He takes away the justification for us to 
carry a load of guilt about our past sins or beating ourselves 
up emotionally for what we’ve done wrong.

He makes us whole by giving guidance on what is good, 
right, and true, by calling us to act in faith that this is so, and 
by promising that the outcome will be far better than what 
would occur if we followed our own idea of right and wrong.

Jesus makes us whole by promising a future that is far bet-
ter than anything we can experience in this life. Jesus says 
that there are better days ahead, even though the best will 
not happen until we enter eternity with Him.

Jesus makes us whole by giving our lives purpose and 
meaning. He emphasizes that we’ve been placed where 
we’re at for a reason and that He wants to use us in ways 
that are fruitful for us, others, and Him.

Jesus makes us whole by encouraging us when we are 
down, by comforting us when we are grieving, and by giv-
ing us strength when we are weary. He is there when we feel 
lonely and promises to always be with us, no matter what.

Jesus makes us whole by changing us into His likeness, 
something that doesn’t result from us working hard to be 
good, but happens when we surrender ourselves to the Holy 
Spirit, who dwells within us.

All of these things take time; they don’t happen instanta-
neously. And they can and will result when we fully trust 
that Jesus has the desire and authority to make us whole.

13. Have you already been made whole by Jesus? 
Explain your answer.

14. What are some additional areas where you still need 
Him to make you whole?

15. What can you do so that you are contributing to the 
process of being made whole by Jesus?
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Jesus Can Make You Whole
We know that Jesus has the desire and the authority to 

make us whole. And most of us have undoubtedly already 
experienced some ways that Jesus has done so. What 
remains is understanding the additional ways He wants to 
make us whole and trusting in both His desire and authority 
to do so.

 � In what area do you need to experience the “wholeness” that 
Jesus provides? What can you do this week to assist in the pro-
cess of experiencing this?

KEY VERSE
Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be 
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?
 —Mark 2:9, KJV

“Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?” 
 —Mark 2:9, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 18 through January 24

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Acts 12:5-11—Prayer for Peter in Prison.
Tues. Romans 15:22-33—Pray for a Successful Ministry.
Wed. Ephesians 3:14-21—Pray for Inner Strength and Power.
Thurs. Matthew 6:7-13—Pray the Prayer of Our Lord.
Fri. Luke 6:22-33—Pray for Your Abusers.
Sat. Luke 22:39-46—Pray to Avoid Trials.
Sun. John 17:13-24—Jesus Prays for His Disciples.
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LESSON FOCUS: Show Jesus through unity and love.

Called for the World’s Belief

A men’s conference? Will women be there?” asked J.T. 
Forest hesitated, and then smiled. J.T. was ribbing 

him. The two men were in the men’s locker room of 
the local fitness center. 

“No,” Nathan added as he walked up to the two men. 
“That’s why it’s called a ‘men’s conference.’ Hope you can 
come, man.”

Nathan hugged Forest and grabbed his duffle bag. “See 
you a little later, right? It should not take us long. Some 
other brothers will be there to help.”

As Nathan walked away, J.T. raised his eyebrows at 
Forest. “What’s up with you and that white boy?”

“Nathan’s my brother in Christ,” Forest said. 
Nearby, a young white man was listening to the exchange.  
“I just thought you were a true brother. That’s all,” J.T. 

said. 
“I am. I’m down with Jesus, and anyone else who loves 

God!”
Forest was a little nervous. He had accepted Christ three 

months ago. He sometimes wondered if he seemed like a 
“sellout” or worse—weak. Nathan and other brothers in 
Christ were discipling him. Mainly, Forest trusted the Lord 
with his new life.

“Hmm. OK,” J.T. said. “I’ll catch you later.”
After J.T. left, the young white man came over to Forest. 

“Can I have one of those flyers for the men’s conference? I 
think I’d like to go.”

1. What is required if a team hopes to successfully 
accomplish the purpose for which it was organized?

2. What mission has the Church been called to fulfill? 

3. Why are demonstrating unity and love essential if a 
church is to successfully accomplish its mission?
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Jesus Prayed for His disciples
John 17:14-19, KJV
14 I have given them thy word; and 

the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world.
15 I pray not that thou shouldest take 

them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil.
16 They are not of the world, even as 

I am not of the world.
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: 

thy word is truth.
18 As thou hast sent me into the 

world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world.
19 And for their sakes I sanctify 

myself, that they also might be sancti-
fied through the truth.

On the night before He was crucified, after His last supper 
with the Twelve, Jesus prayed for those He had chosen to 
carry on the work of proclaiming the Gospel message to the 
world. But Jesus first prayed for Himself (vss. 1-5). He had 
come into the world to accomplish a mission—He came to 
die so that others could live. In less than 24 hours He would 
do what was required to complete that mission. His prayer 
showed He was determined to fulfill that mission.

Second, Jesus prayed for His disciples (vss. 6-19). Jesus 
knew that things were going to be tough for them. He’d 
warned them earlier that they would be hated by the world 
just as He was (John 15:18-27). Jesus prayed that they would 
not be taken out of the world so they could escape from it but 
that they would be protected in the midst of it. Their enemy 
in this respect was the evil one—Satan—and they would not 
be able to avoid the difficulties that arise from the control he 
has over the world (1 John 5:18-19). Jesus’ prayer was not for 

John 17:14-19, NIV
 14“I have given them your 

word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not 
of the world any more than I 
am of the world. 15My prayer 
is not that you take them out 
of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil 
one. 16They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it. 
17Sanctify them by the truth; 
your word is truth. 18As 
you sent me into the world, 
I have sent them into the 
world. 19For them I sanctify 
myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified.”
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their physical protection from these difficulties. It was more 
likely that He was praying that they would not be discour-
aged or spiritually harmed by the ways the evil one would 
attempt to keep them from proclaiming the Gospel message.

Jesus also prayed for their sanctification. This is best 
understood in context as being set aside for a task rather 
than being morally purified. Jesus was sent into the world 
to accomplish a mission. He sanctified Himself for this by 
doing what was required to complete that mission. Jesus 
prayed that His disciples would be similarly sanctified for 
what He was asking them to do by living according to the 
truth they had heard and remaining committed to the proc-
lamation of it. 

4. What was the first thing Jesus prayed for at the end of 
the last supper He shared with His disciples? 

5. What was the second thing He prayed for? 

Jesus Prayed for the Church
John 17:20-23, KJV
20 Neither pray I for these alone, 

but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word;
21 That they all may be one; as 

thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one 
in us: that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me.
22 And the glory which thou 

gavest me I have given them; that 
they may be one, even as we are 
one:
23 I in them, and thou in me, that 

they may be made perfect in one; 
and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them, as thou hast loved me.

John 17:20-23, NIV
 20“My prayer is not for them 

alone. I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their 
message, 21that all of them may 
be one, Father, just as you are 
in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the 
world may believe that you 
have sent me. 22I have given 
them the glory that you gave 
me, that they may be one as we 
are one— 23I in them and you 
in me—so that they may be 
brought to complete unity. Then 
the world will know that you 
sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me.”



W e e k  o f  J a n u a r y  2 4  •  P a g e  5 7

The third thing Jesus prayed for was for those who would 
come to believe in Him. Jesus prayed that they would be 
united—that they would be one—knowing that it would be 
through this that others would see what He is like. Jesus was 
in fact praying for the Church, the instrument He chose to 
represent His character to the world and demonstrate His 
love for it. Jesus did not want Christians to be characterized 
by divisiveness and bickering; He wanted those who fol-
lowed Him to be characterized by their unity and love for 
one another.

Jesus provided an example of what this type of unity looks 
like when He said that the Father is in Him and He is in the 
Father. This is best represented perhaps by a single circle 
with two Names, “Father” and “Jesus,” not two circles with 
one labeled “Father” and the other “Jesus.” There is no “He” 
and “Me” when it comes to the Father and Jesus. There is 
just “We.” This unity is to be pictured in the Church, which 
Paul said is to represent Jesus and His body (1 Cor. 12:27). 
The Church, as a whole nor individuals, should not be char-
acterized by an attitude of “us and them”—or worse, “us vs. 
them”—but rather by unified “us” or “we” attitudes.

Jesus understood that the world would learn what He is 
like by observing what His disciples are like. Jesus told His 
disciples earlier that evening that the world would know that 
they were His followers by seeing the ways they demonstrat-
ed their love for each other (John 13:35). He emphasized in 
this final prayer how important it was to be unified as well.

6. What was the third thing Jesus prayed for?

7. Why was it critical that those following Him be 
unified?

8. What example did Jesus provide?

Jesus Expressed His Will
John 17:24, KJV
24 Father, I will that they also, 

John 17:24, NIV
 24“Father, I want those you 
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whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou 
hast given me: for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the 
world.

The last thing Jesus prayed for was for His disciples to 
see His full glory. The KJV translation of this begins with, 
“I will.” This may reflect a more accurate understanding 
of Jesus’ intent than the NIV version which begins with, “I 
want.” For though Jesus was expressing His desire for them 
to see His glory, He was also exercising His will for this to 
be so. He was in essence saying, “I will for you to see My 
glory,” or perhaps more so, “I promise you will see it.”

What Jesus was willing was for His disciples to see the full 
extent of who He is. So far, they had only seen a glimpse of 
who He was; His glory had been revealed to them only in 
part. Jesus was promising that someday they would fully see 
and understand who He is.

Jesus concluded by once again noting His purpose (vss. 
25-26). Although the world did not know what the Father 
is like, they knew that Jesus came from the Father and what 
He, Jesus, was like. And because of His words and life, oth-
ers could understand a bit what the Father is like.

It would now be through the words Jesus’ disciples  
shared and how they lived that others would come to know 
what He is like and could come to an understanding of the 
path He’d provided to eternal life. But this would occur only 
if those who followed Him sanctified themselves for  
the mission they’d been called to complete and were com-
mitted to showing what Jesus is like through their unity  
and love.

9. What was the last thing Jesus prayed for?

10. What was required if His followers were to fulfill 
the purpose for which they had been called?

have given me to be with 
me where I am, and to see 
my glory, the glory you have 
given me because you loved 
me before the creation of the 
world.”

KJV NIV
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What Is Essential to God
We’ve all heard stories of churches being split by disputes 

over the color of the carpet in the aisles or the style of worship 
in the sanctuary. What these stories reflect is the tendency of 
some congregations to get caught up by what is not essential 
in God’s eyes and in the process to lose focus on what is.

One of my pastors had a sign on his desk that said, “Is this 
worth splitting the church over?” When I asked him why he 
displayed this, he replied that though he was open to hearing 
complaints from church members, this question would help 
his members gauge the significance of their statements. He 
was reinforcing the importance of being unified in what is 
essential to God and allowing for differences in what is not.

In addressing some issues that were creating divisions in 
the church in Corinth, the apostle Paul said, “For I resolved 
to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). This summarizes best what 
ought to be the central focus of the message and character of 
all churches; it ought to be all about Jesus and the path He 
provided for our redemption. Unfortunately, many churches 
are known more by how they worship than Who they wor-
ship or by the quantity of their attendees rather than the 
quality of their character. 

Jesus wants our churches to represent what He is like. He 
also wants us to clearly communicate why people need to be 
saved and what He did so they could. What’s required for this 
to be successfully accomplished is for us to be unified in spirit, 
purpose, and message, and to demonstrate Christ’s love.

11. What are some positive ways your church already 
demonstrates what Jesus is like?

12. What are some areas where you struggle in this regard?

13. Why are unity and love essential for showing what 
Jesus is like? 

14. In what additional ways can you demonstrate unity 
and love?
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Contribute to the Team
The ultimate team-oriented mission may be the one Jesus 

has chosen for the Church. His mission is to show what He 
is like and to communicate the path He’s provided so people 
can be saved. Each individual church contributes to the 
whole, and as Paul noted in 1 Corinthians 12, every one of us 
has a part in the process. 

Our churches will not be able to effectively do their part 
in achieving this mission unless they are united in their pur-
pose and message and are demonstrating Jesus’ love for oth-
ers in real and tangible ways. And they will not be able to do 
this unless each of us is willing to contribute to the team.

 � What can you do to help your church be more effective in 
showing what Jesus is like through unity and love?

KEY VERSE
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word. —John 17:20, KJV

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message.” —John 17:20, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 25 through January 31

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Luke 10:38-42—Jesus Supports Mary’s Choice.
Tues. John 11:1-11—Jesus Responds to Sisters’ Call.
Wed. John 11:38-45—Jesus Raises Lazarus; Mary Believes.
Thurs. Luke 24:5-10—Women Carry Resurrection Message to  
 Apostles.
Fri. Luke 24:44-53—Jesus’ Final Words and Ascension.
Sat. Luke 2:28-35—Simeon Sees Impact of Jesus’ Ministry.
Sun. Luke 2:36-38; Acts 2:16-21; 21:8-9—The Spirit Empowers  
 Daughters to Prophesy.
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LESSON FOCUS: Value women’s voices like God does.

Called to Prophesy

Shantel squeezed her hands tighter together as they lay 
clasped in her lap. She was sitting in her church small 
group, which was led by Lamont, a six-year member of 

the church. 
For the most part, 10 people came. However, a new man 

had been coming for the past month. Montez was a friend  
of one of the men in the group. He seemed to respond  
negatively whenever she shared something. Or was it 
just when women shared? Was she possibly being overly 
sensitive?

“So what is Paul trying to tell us about kindness in 
Ephesians 4:20-32, especially verse 32?” asked Lamont. 
“Shantel, you always have good insight. What is the Lord 
saying to your heart?”

Shantel cleared her throat. She glanced over to see Montez 
roll his eyes. Lamont must have caught it too, because he 
added. “We are here as a group to fellowship and grow. 
Everyone is important, because God values each of us and 
every voice. Shantel, please tell us what is on your heart.”

“Nothing repels people faster than an unkind, mean-
spirited person,” said Shantel. “How can we win people to 
Christ with such a spirit? The kindness of God draws people. 
A kind word turns away anger and deflates an argument. 
Kindness also speaks volumes about you as a representative 
of Christ.”

“Amen,” Lamont said.

1. What does your congregation or denomination say 
about the role of women within your church?

2. How does your church value women’s voices? Explain 
your answer.

3. When could having both men’s and women’s perspec-
tives bring spiritual wisdom to a difficult situation?
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A Prophetess Acknowledges Jesus
Luke 2:36-38, KJV
36 And there was one Anna, 

a prophetess, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she 
was of a great age, and had lived 
with an husband seven years from 
her virginity;
37 And she was a widow of about 

fourscore and four years, which 
departed not from the temple, 
but served God with fastings and 
prayers night and day.
38 And she coming in that instant 

gave thanks likewise unto the 
Lord, and spake of him to all them 
that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem.

After the birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph stayed for a 
while in Bethlehem. During that time, they traveled to the 
temple in nearby Jerusalem to fulfill their religious duties 
such as presenting Him to the Lord as required by the Law 
(vss. 22-24; see Exod. 13:12–15). 

It was then that two elderly people—Simeon and Anna—
recognized Jesus’ special nature and made pronouncements 
concerning Him. In a sense, they served as two credible 
Jewish witnesses who affirmed the truthfulness of Jesus’ sta-
tus as the Messiah (Deut. 19:15). 

Verse 36 relates that Anna was a “prophetess” (KJV). In 
other words, she had the gift of prophecy and was recog-
nized for having that special God-given ability. She was also 
an exceptionally committed elderly woman. She worshiped 
God so constantly with “fasting and praying” (vs. 37, NIV) 
that she never left the temple. Anna may have lodged in one 
of the outer rooms of the sanctuary complex, or at least she 
spent most of her waking hours at the temple.

Luke 2:36-38, NIV
 36There was also a prophet, 

Anna, the daughter of Penuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She 
was very old; she had lived 
with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, 37and then 
was a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped night 
and day, fasting and praying. 
38Coming up to them at that 
very moment, she gave thanks 
to God and spoke about the 
child to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem.
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During Anna’s lifetime, she had undoubtedly witnessed 
her share of war and national oppression. It’s no wonder she 
had an intense longing for the “redemption” (vs. 38) prom-
ised through the Messiah. The Father honored Anna’s faith 
by allowing her to see His Son at the same time as Simeon. 
Consequently, Anna became a grateful and continual witness 
to others who had been waiting for the promised King. 

4. Who was Anna?

5. What did Anna do when she encountered the infant 
Jesus?

Sons and Daughters Will Prophesy
Acts 2:16-21, KJV
16 But this is that which was 

spoken by the prophet Joel;
17 And it shall come to pass 

in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh: and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams:
18 And on my servants and on 

my handmaidens I will pour 
out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy:
19 And I will shew wonders in 

heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath; blood, and fire, 
and vapour of smoke:
20 The sun shall be turned 

into darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before the great and 
notable day of the Lord come:
21 And it shall come to pass, 

Acts 2:16-21, NIV
 16“No, this is what was spoken 

by the prophet Joel:
17 “ ‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all  

 people.
Your sons and daughters will  

 prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18Even on my servants, both men  

 and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those  

 days,
and they will prophesy.
19I will show wonders in the  

 heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of  

 smoke.
20The sun will be turned to  

 darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great 
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that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.

On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit empowered Peter to 
stand before an assembled crowd. He was “with the Eleven” 
(Acts 2:14), suggesting that while Peter was the primary 
speaker, the others affirmed what he said. Peter began by 
asking his fellow Jews, as well as all who lived in Jerusalem, 
to listen carefully to the explanation he was giving of the 
wonderful things God was doing in their presence.

Peter declared that his fellow disciples were not drunk, as 
some mistakenly thought, for it was too early in the morn-
ing for drunkenness (vs. 13-15). Instead, something far more 
extraordinary was occurring. To clarify further, Peter quoted 
from Joel 2:28-32 (Acts 2:16-21). Through these Scriptures, 
others could see that Jesus is indeed the long-awaited 
Messiah. 

Peter noted that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
Jesus’ followers (being evidenced by speaking in other lan-
guages) was evidence of what Joel had said would occur at 
the advent of the Messiah. In the old covenant, the mani-
festations of the Spirit among God’s people were limited to 
prophets and occasionally kings like David.

Joel’s prophecy concerned the dramatic change in the 
way God’s Spirit would work among people. Now, “sons 
and daughters” (vs. 17) would “prophesy.” Similarly, while 
“young men” would “see visions,” their older counterparts 
would “dream dreams.” Moreover, both men and women 
would experience the Spirit’s outpouring (vs. 18). 

The above was just one evidence that the long-promised 
“last days” (vs. 17) were beginning. The “heavens” (vs. 
19) would also be filled with “wonders,” while the “earth” 
would be overcome with such “signs” as the presence of 
“blood,” “fire,” and clouds of “smoke.” In a glimpse of the 
“great and glorious day” (vs. 20) of the Savior’s return, the 
sun would be darkened and the moon red-hued. But now, all 
who call out to the Lord Jesus in faith will be “saved” (vs. 21).

and glorious day of the Lord.
21And everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.’ ”

KJV NIV



W e e k  o f  J a n u a r y  3 1  •  P a g e  6 5

6. What did the Lord promise to do in the “last days” 
(Acts 2:17)?

7. What was unusual about this outpouring of the Spirit?

8. What other events would accompany the “last days?

Philip’s Four Daughters Prophesy
Acts 21:8-9, KJV
8 And the next day we that were of 

Paul’s company departed, and came unto 
Caesarea: and we entered into the house 
of Philip the evangelist, which was one 
of the seven; and abode with him.
9 And the same man had four daugh-

ters, virgins, which did prophesy.

Acts 18:23—21:16 records Paul’s third missionary journey, 
which extended from about a.d. 52–57. During this time, the 
apostle made Ephesus the center of his gospel operations. 

Chapter 21 focuses on Paul’s return trip to Jerusalem. 
Along the way, he met believers in Tyre and Ptolemais (vs. 
7). The apostle and his colleagues remained in Ptolemais for 
one day before reboarding their ship to sail to Caesarea. 

Once the missionary team arrived in Caesarea, they 
remained there for several days. During this time, Philip the 
evangelist lodged the group in his home (vs. 8). 

Philip’s evangelistic activities recorded in chapter 8 were 
only the beginning of a long, fruitful span of ministry (21:8). 
He and his “four daughters” (vs. 9) eventually settled in 
Caesarea. The reference to them as “virgins” (KJV) indicates 
they were unmarried and young. The tense of the Greek par-
ticiple rendered “prophesy” indicates that they did so on a 
recurring basis. This is one indication that the Spirit gave this 
gift to female believers in the early church (1 Cor. 11:5).

9. Who was Philip?

10. In what way did Philip show hospitality?

Acts 21:8-9, NIV
 8Leaving the next day, 

we reached Caesarea and 
stayed at the house of 
Philip the evangelist, one 
of the Seven. 9He had four 
unmarried daughters who 
prophesied.
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Notable Christian Women
For two millennia, Christian women have made substantial 

contributions to church history. Many have gone unnoticed, 
but some have left indelible marks that are still recognized to 
this day. The following three women are representatives of 
a vast number of Christian women whose words and deeds 
have inspired generations of Christians.

Susanna Wesley lived in 17th and 18th-century England, 
where she married an Anglican minister and became the 
mother of John and Charles Wesley, the founders of the 
Methodist movement. Charles composed such beloved 
hymns we still sing as “Christ, the Lord Is Risen Today” and 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” Susanna Wesley nurtured 
the seeds of faith in her two sons, who would themselves 
inspire the faith of countless Christians.

Harriet Tubman was born a slave in Dorchester, Maryland, 
in 1822. She escaped from slavery and devoted her life both 
to Christ and guiding other slaves to freedom. Although she 
was whipped many times and suffered a permanent head 
injury as a slave, she never forsook her faith in Jesus nor 
silenced her declaration of the Gospel.

Lottie Moon stood only 4 feet, 3 inches tall, but she was a 
giant among missionaries. Beginning in 1873, she evangelized 
in China for nearly four decades. As a gifted teacher and pro-
lific writer, she campaigned for women to have an equal voice 
among Baptist missionaries. Fluent in Chinese, she led hun-
dreds of Chinese to commit their lives to Christ. For Christians 
today, she personifies the highest missionary spirit. 

These three Christian women exemplify what it means to 
truly serve Christ. 

11. What do these three women have in common?

12. In what ways do you relate to these women?

13. How have the words or actions of Christian women 
touched your faith in Jesus?

14. Define the role of women in the church in your own words.



W e e k  o f  J a n u a r y  3 1  •  P a g e  6 7

Praise Jesus for Using the Voices of 
Women!

The Lord endowed Anna and the four daughters of Philip 
with the spiritual gift of prophecy, as the prophet Joel had 
predicted, thus conveying God’s message to His people 
according to His divine plan. Since that New Testament 
period, faithful women throughout Christian history have 
related God’s message in their own distinctive ways, and 
today Christian women continue that sacred tradition.

 � During the coming week, briefly describe in your study book 
a situation in which you experienced or observed the words of a 
Christian woman providing spiritual insight. Examples might 
include sharing a biblical perspective with a child, offering coun-
sel to a youth, or speaking calm words of wisdom in a tense situ-
ation. (Note that you may be the one speaking as that woman.) 
Moreover, praise the Lord Jesus for what occurred!

KEY VERSE
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. —Acts 2:17, KJV

“In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all peo-
ple. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men 
will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.” 
 —Acts 2:17, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 1 through February 7

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Revelation 21:1-8—Receive the Water of Life.
Tues. John 8:21-30—Jesus Declares, “I Am from Above.”
Wed. Romans 8:12-17—God’s Children Led by the Spirit.
Thurs. John 1:37-42—Simon and Andrew First Disciples.
Fri. John 1:43-51—Galileans Philip and Nathanael Become  
 Disciples.
Sat. John 4:43-54—Jesus Heals Son of Galilean Official.
Sun. John 4:25-42 —Samaritans Come to Jesus.
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LESSON FOCUS: Ask Jesus to reveal Himself to your community through  
       your witness.

Called to Testify

Makayla, we would like for you to join us on our out-
reach effort,” said Sister Sonya.

“Me?” asked the 20 year old, wondering what 
she had to contribute. Central Community Church had 
moved into the neighborhood seven months ago. They had 
held several block parties during the summer months. The 
church was planning a Valentine’s Day Saturday night event 
and was inviting the neighborhood. Makayla had joined the 
church because of one of the church’s previous block parties. 

“You have a testimony to share with people,” Sister 
Sonya said, breaking into Makayla’s thoughts. “Be in prayer, 
Makayla, before we go out next week.”

Makayla talked to the Lord about making her a good wit-
ness for Him. “Help me. I don’t know what I’m doing,” she 
had prayed.

When Makayla went with her small group to knock on 
doors, she felt a burning sensation. The third house the 
group came to, the single mother asked them inside. The 
woman had three teenagers. After the postcards were given 
and the invitations extended, one of the woman’s daughters 
made a quip about church people.

Makayla then shared about her experience with Central 
Community Church, and more importantly, with Christ. 
Makayla disclosed how her previous life was full of sin and 
heartache. “Choosing to follow Christ was the best decision 
of my life,” Makayla said to a silent, listening room. 

1. In what ways do you see your community being ripe 
for listening to the Gospel?

2. Do you think the number of nonbelievers is growing in 
your community? Why or why not? 

3. Are you excited about sharing the good news about Jesus 
to those who are not His followers? Explain your answer.



W e e k  o f  F e b r u a r y  7  •  P a g e  6 9

The Samaritan Woman’s Testimony
John 4:25-30, KJV
25 The woman saith unto him, 

I know that Messias cometh, 
which is called Christ: when he 
is come, he will tell us all things.
26 Jesus saith unto her, I that 

speak unto thee am he.
27 And upon this came his dis-

ciples, and marvelled that he 
talked with the woman: yet no 
man said, What seekest thou? or, 
Why talkest thou with her?
28 The woman then left her 

waterpot, and went her way into 
the city, and saith to the men,
29 Come, see a man, which told 

me all things that ever I did: is 
not this the Christ?
30 Then they went out of the 

city, and came unto him.

Jesus’ meeting with the woman from Samaria at Jacob’s 
well would have raised eyebrows in the Jewish culture of the 
first century a.d. (John 4:4-7). First, no respectable rabbi ever 
conversed with a woman in public. Second, no rabbi would 
ever have allowed himself to associate with a Samaritan, 
because of the intense hatred between Jews and Samaritans. 
Third, no rabbi would have consciously allowed himself to 
be anywhere near a woman of questionable morals. 

But Jesus broke these taboos. In fact, through the metaphor 
of water, Jesus even assured the woman that she could quench 
her inner thirst by trusting in Him for eternal life (vss. 9-24).

Upon hearing the truths Jesus spoke, the Samaritan woman 
started to wonder whether He was more than a prophet. The 
woman voiced the hope of both Samaritans and Jews—namely, 

John 4:25-30, NIV
 25The woman said, “I know 

that Messiah” (called Christ) “is 
coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.”

 26Then Jesus declared, “I, the 
one speaking to you—I am he.”

 27Just then his disciples 
returned and were surprised to 
find him talking with a woman. 
But no one asked, “What do you 
want?” or “Why are you talking 
with her?”

 28Then, leaving her water jar, 
the woman went back to the 
town and said to the people, 
29“Come, see a man who told me 
everything I ever did. Could this 
be the Messiah?” 30They came 
out of the town and made their 
way toward him.
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that the Messiah would come. At this point, Jesus directly told 
the Samaritan woman that He was the Messiah.

Just then, Jesus’ disciples returned with some food (see vs. 
8). They were astonished to discover the Savior talking in pub-
lic to the Samaritan woman. Yet, His disciples had been with 
Him long enough to know not to interrogate their Master.

Meanwhile, the woman abandoned her jug of water at the 
well and hurried back to the village. She seemed thrilled that 
Jesus was able to tell her everything she ever did (a slight 
overstatement) and still talk with and accept her. The woman 
did not say to her peers, “I have found the Redeemer,” but 
asked humbly, “Could this be the Messiah?”

The woman’s indirect approach aroused the interest of 
the Samaritans. By simply relating what had happened, the 
woman generated considerable interest. A large number of 
residents from Sychar responded to the woman’s invitation.

4. What did the Samaritan woman claim would take 
place when the Messiah arrived?

5. What surprised Jesus’ disciples when they came back? 

The Disciples’ Opportunities  
for Evangelism
John 4:31-38, KJV
31 In the mean while his disciples 

prayed him, saying, Master, eat.
32 But he said unto them, I have 

meat to eat that ye know not of.
33 Therefore said the disciples 

one to another, Hath any man 
brought him ought to eat?
34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat 

is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work.
35 Say not ye, There are yet four 

months, and then cometh harvest? 
behold, I say unto you, Lift up 

John 4:31-38, NIV
 31Meanwhile his dis-

ciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat 
something.”

 32But he said to them, “I have 
food to eat that you know noth-
ing about.”

 33Then his disciples said to 
each other, “Could someone 
have brought him food?”

 34“My food,” said Jesus, “is 
to do the will of him who sent 
me and to finish his work. 
35Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s 
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your eyes, and look on the fields; 
for they are white already to 
harvest.
36 And he that reapeth receiveth 

wages, and gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal: that both he that 
soweth and he that reapeth may 
rejoice together.
37 And herein is that saying 

true, One soweth, and another 
reapeth.
38 I sent you to reap that 

whereon ye bestowed no labour: 
other men laboured, and ye are 
entered into their labours.

Previously, Jesus’ disciples had left Him weary and hun-
gry (John 4:8). When they returned with the food they had 
bought, they kept urging their Rabbi to eat. Jesus declined 
their offer by stating that He had food to eat about which 
they were unfamiliar. Because His disciples took Him literally 
rather than figuratively, they misunderstood what He meant. 

The Son explained that His nourishment came from doing 
the will of His Father and accomplishing His redemptive 
task. A connection exists between work as food and the fruit 
of one’s labor as something to be harvested. In the present 
case, the eternal harvest would be the Samaritans approach-
ing in the distance (vs. 30). Jesus told His disciples to open 
their eyes and see the ripe harvest coming toward them. 

The Savior urged His followers to look and see that the 
fields for evangelism were ripe and ready to yield an abun-
dant crop of believers. Both those who sowed the seed of the 
Gospel and those who reaped the harvest of many converts  
would be overjoyed that so many were brought to eternal life. 

6. Why were Jesus’ followers concerned for His welfare?

7. What did Jesus’ say consumed His time and attention?

8. What truth did Jesus clarify by talking about farming?

still four months until harvest’? 
I tell you, open your eyes and 
look at the fields! They are ripe 
for harvest. 36Even now the one 
who reaps draws a wage and 
harvests a crop for eternal life, 
so that the sower and the reaper 
may be glad together. 37Thus the 
saying ‘One sows and another 
reaps’ is true. 38I sent you to reap 
what you have not worked for. 
Others have done the hard work, 
and you have reaped the benefits 
of their labor. 

KJV NIV
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The Fruit of the Samaritan  
Woman’s Testimony
John 4:39-42, KJV
39 And many of the Samaritans 

of that city believed on him for 
the saying of the woman, which 
testified, He told me all that ever 
I did.
40 So when the Samaritans were 

come unto him, they besought him 
that he would tarry with them: 
and he abode there two days.
41 And many more believed 

because of his own word;
42 And said unto the woman, 

Now we believe, not because of 
thy saying: for we have heard him 
ourselves, and know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of 
the world.

Sychar’s residents were amazed that Jesus had such 
incredible insight into the life of the woman they knew so 
well. As a result of her testimony, many Samaritans put their 
faith in Jesus as the Messiah. The villagers were even more 
impressed with Jesus when they met Him face-to-face. They 
insisted that He remain with them; Jesus stayed for two days. 

This encounter with Jesus became the basis for the 
Samaritans declaring Him to be not merely a prophet but 
the “Savior of the world” (vs. 42). The response of the 
Samaritans to Jesus contrasts with that of the Jews that He 
came to reach. The Samaritans not only believed that Jesus is 
the Messiah, but also openly declared so to others. 

9. What impact did the Samaritan woman have on her 
peers?

10. What request did the local residents make to Jesus?

John 4:39-42, NIV
 39Many of the Samaritans 

from that town believed in 
him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me 
everything I ever did.” 40So 
when the Samaritans came to 
him, they urged him to stay with 
them, and he stayed two days. 
41And because of his words 
many more became believers.

 42They said to the woman, 
“We no longer believe just 
because of what you said; now 
we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this man 
really is the Savior of the 
world.”
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Ripe for Harvest
When we look at our garden, do we spend more time 

focusing on the flowers or on the weeds? For many of us, 
our daily struggles with the weeds often take away our 
enjoyment of the beauty of the flowers. So too with people in 
our community. We are so intent on being critical of what’s 
wrong with our society that we forget that the opportunities 
to share the Gospel with those who are lost are all around 
us—and truly those opportunities should excite us!

“The way you store up treasure in heaven,” said Rick 
Warren, senior pastor of Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, 
California, “is by investing in getting people there.” After all, 
whenever Jesus spoke about monetary treasure, wasn’t He 
actually talking about bringing people into the kingdom of 
God? Evidently, this was His point in His parable about the 
talents (see Matt. 25:14-30).

What is clear in Jesus’ message is that God reacts strongly 
to our attitude toward Him when He commands us to serve 
Him. The first two servants sought to please their master by 
increasing his wealth while the third servant regarded his 
master as harsh and demanding, and so, he hoarded what 
was given him. Hence, the master called the first two ser-
vants “good and faithful,” but the third servant he called 
“wicked” and “lazy.”

It should be the goal of every Christian to have the Lord 
say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matt. 
25:21, 23). Moreover, it will be exceedingly wonderful when 
the Lord also says to us, “Come and share your master’s 
happiness” (vss. 21, 23).

11. How would you like to improve your attitude about 
sharing Christ with nonbelievers?

12. What blessings come to you when people come to the 
Lord through your efforts?

13. In what ways could you teach other Christians to be 
more effective in their evangelism?
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Reaching Others with Christ
When Jesus encountered the Samaritan woman at the well, 

He asked her for some water, and then He offered her true, 
living water. In response, she inquired what is that living 
water, and He told her that He is that water; moreover, He 
declared that He is the Messiah. Jesus’ disciples were dumb-
founded that their master was conversing with a “Samaritan 
woman,” but Jesus told them the crop is ripe for harvest. His 
message to them, as it is to us, is that there are many people 
who need Him and we are to share Him with them.

 � Write a pledge here to share the Gospel with at least one 
person this coming week, or write it on an index card. Each day 
this coming week, if you have shared your faith in Jesus with 
one or more people, describe the circumstances, explain what 
prompted you to share, and relate the person’s response to your 
message.

KEY VERSE
And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the 
saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I 
did. —John 4:39, KJV

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I 
ever did.” —John 4:39, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 8 through February 14

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 Corinthians 15:1-11—Jesus Appears to Paul.
Tues. John 19:25-30—Present with Jesus at the Cross.
Wed. Mark 16:1-8—Spices Prepared to Anoint Jesus’ Body.
Thurs. John 20:1-9—Mary Magdalene Finds Tomb Empty.
Fri. Matthew 28:1-10—Angel Confirms Jesus’ Resurrection to  
 Women.
Sat. John 20:19-23—Jesus Appears, Sends Disciples into Ministry.
Sun. Luke 8:1-3; Mark 15:40; John 20:10-18—Mary Magdalene,  
 Faithful Female Disciple.
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LESSON FOCUS: Listen! Jesus calls you by name to testify.

Called to Support

A small group of young men was assembled in the 
house the church owned. Jalen, a new Christian 
of eight months, loved attending the young men’s 

group. Minister Duane was talking about choosing the right 
paths—and the sometimes-brutal consequences of choosing 
wrongly. 

Jalen’s friend Martel was currently in the hospital in criti-
cal condition. Jalen, Martel, and a group of other friends had 
gone out last weekend. Before the night was over, there was 
a police chase involving the car that Martel was driving. 

“Jalen, would you share your experiences about following 
the leading of the Holy Spirit?” said Duane. 

Jalen had a feeling that Duane would call on him. Jalen’s 
old friend had come to town and had wanted to get together 
with some of their old friends, which included Martel and 
Damien. The night had started with dinner and drinks. Jalen 
had abstained from the drinks, and his old “crew” ribbed 
him about finding religion. After dinner, the group went in 
search of more exciting nightlife. Martel was driving, and 
wanted to pick up something to liven up the evening. 

That’s when Jalen bailed. Martel and a few others had 
made cracks toward him. However, Jalen’s friend Damien 
had not. “Sure, I’ll share my testimony,” said Jalen as he 
looked around the group, and his eyes rested on Damien.

1. Why is a person’s testimony usually highly valued in 
our society? 

2. Why is the reliability of that testimony dependent on 
the character of the person offering the testimony?

3. Have you ever had to provide your testimony for 
something? If so, describe the circumstances.

4. Do you believe your Christian testimony is unique? 
Explain your answer.
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Women Healed by Jesus
Luke 8:1-3, KJV
1 And it came to pass afterward, 

that he went throughout every city 
and village, preaching and shew-
ing the glad tidings of the king-
dom of God: and the twelve were 
with him,
2 And certain women, which 

had been healed of evil spirits 
and infirmities, Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom went 
seven devils,
3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza 

Herod’s steward, and Susanna, 
and many others, which minis-
tered unto him of their substance.

Luke’s Gospel spotlights several women positively. In 
the male-dominated culture of Jesus’ day, women were fre-
quently demeaned, mistreated, and excluded from the groups 
of men who became followers of popular Jewish rabbis. Yet, 
with Jesus were also several women whom He had “cured” 
(vs. 2) of invasive “evil spirits” and crippling “diseases.”

First on the list is Mary, who was originally from the 
city of Magdala on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
For this reason, she was also known as “Magdalene.” Jesus 
had expelled “seven demons” from her. Verse 3 mentions 
a woman named Joanna, who was married to “Chuza,” the 
household “manager” (NIV) of Herod Antipas (who ruled 
over Galilee). Luke also briefly referred to a female disciple 
named “Susanna,” about whom nothing else is stated. These 
followers sacrificially used their own financial resources to 
“support” Jesus and the Twelve.

5. What did Jesus do as He journeyed about?

6. Who accompanied Jesus during His ministry tour?

Luke 8:1-3, NIV
 1After this, Jesus traveled 

about from one town and vil-
lage to another, proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom 
of God. The Twelve were with 
him, 2and also some women 
who had been cured of evil spir-
its and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven 
demons had come out; 3Joanna 
the wife of Chuza, the manager 
of Herod’s household; Susanna; 
and many others. These women 
were helping to support them 
out of their own means.
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Some Women Witnessed Jesus’ 
Crucifixion
Mark 15:40, KJV
40 There were also women look-

ing on afar off: among whom was 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the less and of 
Joses, and Salome.

At Jesus’ crucifixion, only the apostle John of the Twelve 
was present, but numerous female followers were present. It 
was “from a distance” that these devoted women watched as 
the Savior gave His life on the Cross.

Among those whom Mark noted were Mary Magdalene, 
along with Mary, who is described as being the “mother” of 
two sons, James and Joseph. This Mary was not only present 
at Jesus’ crucifixion (Matt. 27:56; Mark 15:40), but also at the 
initial discovery of His empty tomb (Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10). 

At both events, this Mary was accompanied by Mary 
Magdalene and “Salome” (Mark 15:40). They were part of a 
larger group of female disciples who traveled with Jesus and 
the Twelve and helped them during His ministry (vs. 41).

7. Who was present at Jesus’ crucifixion?

Mary’s Encounter with the Risen Lord
John 20:10-18, KJV
10 Then the disciples went away 

again unto their own home.
11 But Mary stood without at 

the sepulchre weeping: and as 
she wept, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulchre,
12 And seeth two angels in 

white sitting, the one at the head, 
and the other at the feet, where 
the body of Jesus had lain.

Mark 15:40, NIV
 40Some women were watching 

from a distance. Among them 
were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James the younger and 
of Joseph, and Salome.

John 20:10-18, NIV
 10Then the disciples went back 

to where they were staying.
 11Now Mary stood outside the 

tomb crying. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb 
12and saw two angels in white, 
seated where Jesus’ body had 
been, one at the head and the 
other at the foot.
 13They asked her, “Woman, 
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13 And they say unto her, 
Woman, why weepest thou? She 
saith unto them, Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I 
know not where they have laid 
him.
14 And when she had thus said, 

she turned herself back, and saw 
Jesus standing, and knew not 
that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, 

why weepest thou? whom seek-
est thou? She, supposing him 
to be the gardener, saith unto 
him, Sir, if thou have borne him 
hence, tell me where thou hast 
laid him, and I will take him 
away.
16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. 

She turned herself, and saith 
unto him, Rabboni; which is to 
say, Master.
17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch 

me not; for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father: but go to my breth-
ren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto my Father, and your Father; 
and to my God, and your God.
18 Mary Magdalene came and 

told the disciples that she had 
seen the Lord, and that he had 
spoken these things unto her.

John 20 describes what happened after Jesus’ resurrection. 
Early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene (and other women 
according to the other Gospels) came to the tomb and saw 
that “the stone had been removed from the entrance” (John 
20:1) and Jesus’ tomb was empty. Mary dashed to Peter and 

KJV NIV
why are you crying?”
 “They have taken my Lord 

away,” she said, “and I don’t 
know where they have put him.” 
14At this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not realize that it was Jesus.
 15He asked her, “Woman, why 

are you crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?”
 Thinking he was the gar-

dener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where 
you have put him, and I will get 
him.”
 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and 

cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” 
(which means “Teacher”).
 17Jesus said, “Do not hold on 

to me, for I have not yet ascend-
ed to the Father. Go instead to 
my brothers and tell them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ”
 18Mary Magdalene went to 

the disciples with the news: “I 
have seen the Lord!” And she 
told them that he had said these 
things to her.
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the “other disciple” (most likely John) and told them that 
people had transferred Jesus’ body to a place she and the 
other women did not know (vs. 2).

When Peter and John ran to investigate the tomb, they 
saw that it was empty, but they did not yet fully compre-
hend what had happened and returned to their lodgings in 
Jerusalem. Mary evidently had returned to the tomb with 
them, and at some point she decided again to look inside, 
where she now saw two white-robed angels sitting at the 
head and foot of the place where Jesus’ body had been lying. 

The angels asked Mary, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
(vs. 13). When she explained that she was grieved over the 
possibility that Jesus’ body had been stolen, she turned to 
see a man she thought was the “gardener” (vs. 15), perhaps 
because it was common in that day for groundskeepers to 
perform their duties early in the morning. Like the angels, 
He asked Mary why she was weeping and who she was 
seeking. Mary did not answer His questions, but implored 
Him to reveal the whereabouts of her Lord’s body. 

The “gardener” then said “Mary” (vs. 16), and she rec-
ognized the Lord when she heard Him say her name. She 
turned toward Jesus again and exclaimed, “Rabboni!” which 
means “my teacher” in Aramaic. 

Jesus then said to Mary, “Do not hold on to me” (vs. 17). 
The phrase conveys the idea of “Don’t cling to me.” Mary 
was to return to the disciples with the marvelous news of 
Jesus’ victory over death and His coming ascension to the 
Father. Mary obeyed Jesus by rushing to the disciples, telling 
them that she had actually seen the risen Lord. She also relat-
ed the message Jesus had entrusted to her. Mary’s abrupt 
ascent from the depths of grief to the heights of joy most 
likely astonished the rest of Jesus’ followers (vs. 18).

8. What was Mary doing outside Jesus’ tomb?

9. Whom did Mary initially encounter at Jesus’ tomb?

10. How did Mary respond to Jesus’ presence?

11. How did Jesus resolve Mary’s confusion?
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An Aroma That Brings Life
It is said that you may be the only person by which some-

one will see Jesus. If that is true, then every Christian has the 
responsibility to be a godly ambassador for Christ (2 Cor. 
5:20).  Paul said we’re “an aroma that brings life” (vs. 16). 
We’re like a fragrant flower, God’s handiwork in the world’s 
garden. 

Lilias Trotter (1853–1928) grew up in a wealthy family in 
Victorian England that emphasized walking daily and hum-
bly with the Lord. A talented artist, she caught the attention 
of art critic John Ruskin, who said her paintings challenged 
his idea that women could not paint well. But rather than 
pursuing just an art career, Trotter felt God’s call to help oth-
ers so she could feel closer to Him. She wrote, “To bear His 
name with all that is wrapped up in it of fragrance and heal-
ing and power, to enter into His eternal purpose, is the call-
ing for which it is well worth counting all things as loss.” 

She began working with the new YWCA organization in 
London to help train prostitutes for honorable jobs. Ruskin 
told her she must “give herself up to art” if she wanted to be 
“immortal,” but she told him she could not do that and con-
tinue to “seek first the kingdom of God.” She continued to 
paint and draw, but in 1887, when she heard about the need 
for missionaries in North Africa, she set off with two friends 
for Algeria, not knowing anyone or any Arabic. She set up 13 
mission stations to bring the Gospel to everyone from native 
tribes to Muslim mystics and Muslim women. By the time 
she died in 1928, 30 others were helping her bring the Gospel 
to Algeria. She helped translate Luke and John into everyday 
Arabic and illustrated her writings so that everyone could 
see God in His Word and in the beauty of His creation.

12. What qualities do you have to be Christ’s 
ambassador?

13. Why is being Christ’s ambassador so important?

14. How are you an aroma that brings Christ’s life to 
others?
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Jesus Is the Reason
Many women witnessed Jesus’ life and each could claim 

a unique testimony about Jesus, and although we weren’t 
there as they were, we still have our own individual, unique 
relationship with Him and can personally testify about Him 
as our Lord and Savior. 

 � Describe briefly how Jesus changed your life through the 
Holy Spirit and is transforming you into the image of Christ. 
You have a unique testimony of how He has personally entered 
your life and delivered and changed it. Use this testimony with 
people who don’t know who Christ is and what He has done. 

KEY VERSE
And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city 
and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the king-
dom of God: and the twelve were with him. And certain women, 
which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils.        —Luke 8:1-2, KJV

After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to 
another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The 
Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured 
of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom 
seven demons had come out. —Luke 8:1-2, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 15 through February 21

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 2 Timothy 4:9-18—Paul Reflects on His Ministry.
Tues. Colossians 4:7-15—Greetings to Saints in Jesus Christ.
Wed. 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-28— Encourage One  
 Another.
Thurs. Acts 18:4-11—Corinthian Ministry Shifts from Jews to Gentiles. 
Fri. Acts 18:12-17—Roman Official Refuses to Settle Dispute.
Sat. Romans 16:1-2, 6-7, 12-13, 16—Greetings to All Sisters in Ministry.
Sun. Acts 18:1-3, 18-21, 24-26; Romans 16:3-4; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2  
 Timothy 4:19—Priscilla, Key Outreach Minister.
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LESSON FOCUS: Work together to spread the Gospel.

Called to Explain

Ten-year-old Aiden was furiously working with paper 
and pencil when Stefanie, his mother, came into his 
room. 

“It’s time for dinner,” she said coming closer. “What are 
you working on?”

“A flyer for Brother Ervan,” said Aiden without lifting his 
head.

“What is it about?” Stefanie asked, sitting down on her 
son’s bed.

“Brother Ervan said he likes preaching and telling people 
about Christ. And Pastor keeps saying he’s good at it,” the 
little boy said. “But Brother Ervan doesn’t feel like he’s really 
good at it. He wants to go to Jesus school, but doesn’t have 
enough money.”

“You mean Bible college or seminary,” Stefanie said.
“Well, if we raise money to help Brother Ervan go to Jesus 

school, he can learn more, and be better in helping people.”
From the mouths of babes, Stephanie thought as she 

looked over the flyer. 
The next Sunday at church, Pastor Green asked Brother 

Ervan to stand. He explained how the young minister want-
ed to attend Bible college to be a better-equipped minister of 
God. He also asked Aiden to stand. The pastor told the con-
gregation about the 10-year-old boy’s idea for fundraisers to 
help pay the expenses.

The congregation broke out in applause.
“That sounds like a yes!” said Pastor Green. “We will 

begin organizing now to raise funds to help send Brother 
Ervan to Bible college.”

1. What are some of the advantages of working together?

2. Why do we often avoid working with others? 

3. Why should we work together to spread the Gospel?
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Paul Meets Priscilla and Aquila 
Acts 18:1-3, KJV 
1 After these things Paul departed 

from Athens, and came to Corinth;
2 And found a certain Jew named 

Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come 
from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; 
(because that Claudius had com-
manded all Jews to depart from 
Rome:) and came unto them.
3 And because he was of the same 

craft, he abode with them, and 
wrought: for by their occupation 
they were tentmakers. 

Acts 18 shows Paul’s inclusive view of women in his inter-
actions with the couple Priscilla and Aquila. Paul first met 
them in Corinth, where he worked bivocationally as a “tent-
maker” (vs. 3) while starting a church in the city. 

Priscilla and Aquila were in Corinth involuntarily because 
the Emperor Claudius had expelled all the Jews from Rome 
about a.d. 49. The frequent forced exile of the Jews became 
known as the diaspora (see Jas. 1:1, translated as “scattered”). 
Because of it, Jewish synagogues were established all over 
the Empire. When Paul visited a new city, he often went to 
the synagogue first to look for opportunities to preach the 
Gospel. As a visiting Pharisee, he would have been invited 
to read Scripture and expound upon it during the service. 

When Paul met Priscilla and Aquila, he discovered they 
were also tentmakers, people who work with canvas, rope, 
and wooden tent supports. Besides working with Paul, the 
couple also opened their home to him, so he could have dis-
cipled Priscilla and Aquila while they helped his ministry.  

4. Why were Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth? 

5. What did Paul have in common with Priscilla and 
Aquila? 

Acts 18:1-3, NIV
 1After this, Paul left Athens 

and went to Corinth. 2There 
he met a Jew named Aquila, 
a native of Pontus, who had 
recently come from Italy with 
his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all Jews 
to leave Rome. Paul went to 
see them, 3and because he 
was a tentmaker as they were, 
he stayed and worked with 
them.
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Priscilla and Aquila Join Paul
Acts 18:18-21, KJV
18 And Paul after this tarried there 

yet a good while, and then took his 
leave of the brethren, and sailed 
thence into Syria, and with him 
Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn 
his head in Cenchrea: for he had a 
vow.
19 And he came to Ephesus, and 

left them there: but he himself 
entered into the synagogue, and rea-
soned with the Jews.
20 When they desired him to tarry 

longer time with them, he consented 
not;
21 But bade them farewell, saying, 

I must by all means keep this feast 
that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will 
return again unto you, if God will. 
And he sailed from Ephesus.

After spending 18 months in Corinth, Paul set sail from the 
port of Cenchreae for Antioch of Syria, his “home” church 
that had sponsored his second missionary journey. When 
Paul left, he took Priscilla and Aquila with him. Obviously, 
the three had experienced a successful ministry together in 
Corinth, and Paul wanted the relationship to continue.

Luke adds an interesting comment about Paul’s need to cut 
his hair off because of a vow he had taken. This would have 
been to indicate the conclusion of a temporary Nazarite vow, 
where Paul would have abstained from all forms of alcohol 
and not cut his hair. Paul would have taken this vow as an 
expression of solidarity with his Jewish countrymen, assur-
ing them that he was not dismissing his Jewish heritage as 
no longer having any importance to him. The shaving of his 
head would have a been a public event, and he would have 

Acts 18:18-21, NIV
 18Paul stayed on in Corinth 

for some time. Then he left 
the brothers and sisters and 
sailed for Syria, accompa-
nied by Priscilla and Aquila. 
Before he sailed, he had his 
hair cut off at Cenchreae 
because of a vow he had 
taken. 19They arrived at 
Ephesus, where Paul left 
Priscilla and Aquila. He him-
self went into the synagogue 
and reasoned with the Jews. 
20When they asked him to 
spend more time with them, 
he declined. 21But as he left, 
he promised, “I will come 
back if it is God’s will.” Then 
he set sail from Ephesus.
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held on to the cut braids in order to eventually burn them at 
the temple in Jerusalem (as an act of gratitude to the Lord). 

After leaving Antioch, Paul took Priscilla and Aquila to 
Ephesus to establish a church there. With a population of at 
least 250,000, Ephesus was one of the major cities of the east-
ern Roman Empire. Paul went to the synagogue in Ephesus, 
and as a Pharisee who was now a follower of Christ, he 
reasoned with the Jews about Him. Apparently his message 
resonated with people there—they asked him to remain. 
However, he felt he needed to go to Jerusalem (18:22). 
Clearly he had enough confidence in Priscilla and Aquila to 
nurture this flock after he left. He would come back, he said, 
“if it is God’s will,” and he did return on his third mission-
ary journey to stay for two years and three months (19:8-10).

6. Why did Paul cut off his hair? 

7. What was Paul’s primary way of doing ministry in 
Ephesus and other cities? 

Priscilla and Aquila Teach Apollos
Acts 18:24-26, KJV
24 And a certain Jew named 

Apollos, born at Alexandria, an 
eloquent man, and mighty in the 
scriptures, came to Ephesus.
25 This man was instructed in 

the way of the Lord; and being 
fervent in the spirit, he spake and 
taught diligently the things of the 
Lord, knowing only the baptism 
of John.
26 And he began to speak boldly 

in the synagogue: whom when 
Aquila and Priscilla had heard, 
they took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of 
God more perfectly. 

Acts 18:24-26, NIV
 24Meanwhile a Jew named 

Apollos, a native of Alexandria, 
came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough 
knowledge of the Scriptures. 
25He had been instructed in the 
way of the Lord, and he spoke 
with great fervor and taught 
about Jesus accurately, though 
he knew only the baptism 
of John. 26He began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue. When 
Priscilla and Aquila heard him, 
they invited him to their home 
and explained to him the way of 
God more adequately.
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Romans 16:3-4
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my 

helpers in Christ Jesus:
4 Who have for my life laid down 

their own necks: unto whom not 
only I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles.

Sometime after Paul left Ephesus, Apollos arrived. He 
was an eloquent speaker, apparently well-versed in the 
Scriptures, and would have recognized Jesus as the Deliverer 
described in the Old Testament prophecies. After coming to 
Christ, someone instructed Apollos in the ways of Jesus, so 
that he taught “accurately” and with passion (vs. 25). 

However, there was a gap in his theology that needed 
to be filled. Apollo only understood the baptism of John, a 
baptism of repentance. When Priscilla and Aquila heard this, 
they took him aside and expanded his understanding of what 
baptism truly means now in light of the atoning work of 
Christ. From what we can tell from Paul’s frequent reference 
to Apollos in 1 Corinthians (1:12; 3:4-6, 22; 4:6; 16:12), this fer-
vent minister of the Gospel took this correction to heart. 

Much has been made of the order of Priscilla and Aquila’s 
names in the New Testament. They are referred to six times 
in the New Testament (Acts 18:2-3, 18, 26; Rom. 16:3-4; 1 Cor. 
16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19), five times as a couple. Four of those times 
in the Greek text Priscilla’s name is mentioned first, Aquila’s 
once. While we cannot say definitively from this fact who 
was leading in their relationship and who did the most 
teaching, we can infer that both Paul and Luke regarded 
them as having a powerful influence not only in Corinth and 
Ephesus, but according to Paul, in “all the churches of the 
Gentiles” (Rom. 16:3-4). they even “risked their lives” (vs. 4) 
for Paul, though he does not say when or how.

8. What characterized the teaching of Apollos? 

9. Why did Apollos need further instruction by Priscilla 
and Aquila?

Romans 16:3-4
 3Greet Priscilla and Aquila, 

my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 
4They risked their lives for me. 
Not only I but all the churches 
of the Gentiles are grateful to 
them.

KJV NIV
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A Three-Strand Cord
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says that “two are better than one, because 

they have a good return for their labor: if either of them falls 
down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, 
they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. 
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”

We often picture Paul as a lone missionary spreading the 
Gospel by himself around the Roman Empire. But that pic-
ture is inaccurate. Priscilla and Aquila are just two of the 
many associates Paul had in ministry. They taught Apollos 
and hosted a church in their house in Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:19). 
Paul mentions the couple in his second letter to Timothy, 
implying that the couple were still in Ephesus faithfully min-
istering there as Paul neared the end of his life. Further proof 
of Paul’s many associates is found in Romans 16, where he 
greets 29 people (including Priscilla and Aquila), many of 
whom were his friends and coworkers in ministry.

It is estimated that over 200 million people personally lis-
tened to the Rev. Billy Graham preach at live events. Many 
millions more heard him via radio and television. But he was 
not a one-man ministry. Teams of people organized, pro-
moted, and set up his crusades, and many musicians shared 
the stage with him. Hundreds of counselors followed up with 
those who heard his message and gave their lives to Christ. 

Spreading the Gospel is often done one on one, but reaching 
millions of people for Christ is a task best done by Christians 
working together. 

10. Did your church work as a team to help you come to 
Christ? If so, explain how that happened.

11.  Why is sharing the load a good principle for 
evangelism?

12. How could your class become a team to spread the 
Gospel?
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A Letter of Gratitude
The apostle Paul’s heart was filled with gratitude when 

he wrote his letter to the Romans.  One couple he thanked, 
Priscilla and Aquila, for faithfully assisting him in minis-
try. When we think about how we came to faith in Christ, 
we may also be filled with gratitude to several people who 
worked together to help us, and we are then challenged to 
do the same for others.

 � Write a letter of gratitude to those who assisted you finding 
faith in Christ. At the end of the letter, tell how you will try to 
be part of a team that will reach others with the Gospel and dis-
ciple people further in the faith. 

KEY VERSE
Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have 
for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I 
give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.  
                                                                      —Romans 16:3-4, KJV

Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. They 
risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the 
Gentiles are grateful to them. —Romans 16:3-4, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 22 through February 28

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 Peter 4:7-11—Don’t Complain; Serve One Another.
Tues. Romans 12:9-19—Everyday Expressions of Hospitality.
Wed. Acts 16:35-40—Hospitality Practiced in Jail and Home.
Thurs. 1 Timothy 5:9-10; 3:2—Hospitality Practiced by Widow and  
 Overseer.
Fri. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25—Christ, God’s Power and Wisdom.
Sat. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5—Know Jesus Christ Crucified.
Sun. Acts 16:11-15, 40; 1 Corinthians 1:26-30—Lydia, Model of  
 Hospitality Practice.
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LESSON FOCUS: Don’t let worldly divisions limit your service.

Called to Serve

Denisha, you are creative, smart, and a good manager 
with a strong work ethic,” Kerah said. “And no one 
can deny you’re young and beautiful.” 

“Thanks, Kerah,” Denisha said, “but all those things, plus 
me being black, have also worked against me. Those three 
store trainees last month took one look at me when I tried to 
train them and instantly decided they didn’t like me. They 
grumble behind my back all the time.”

“Well, you’ve overcome so much,” Kerah reminded her. 
“You’ve juggled school and work and made it to the top. I 
think they’re envious of you because you’re in management 
even though you’re younger than they are. And maybe they 
don’t want to be bossed around by a black woman.” 

“I listen to advice and even take constructive criticism,” 
Denisha said. “I really do; I’m always open to that. I want to 
improve, and I want to keep getting better because I want 
to do a good job; I want to build up the store. I can change a 
lot of things about myself, but I can’t change the color of my 
skin.”

“Don’t give up,” Kerah encouraged. “Your other employ-
ees love you.”

“I won’t give up,” Denisha said. “I’m going to be the best 
manager in the division with the most revenue. I’ve been 
through plenty, and I’m going to show those new guys just 
how gracious a manager I am and how great a store we can 
have. That’s what Jesus would want me to do.”

1. When have you been discriminated against just 
because of who you are? 

2. Why do we often emphasize the differences between 
ourselves rather than the similarities?

3. Has discrimination by others ever kept you from serv-
ing the Lord? Explain your answer.
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Lydia and Her Household Accept the 
Lord
Acts 16:11-15, 40, KJV
11 Therefore loosing from Troas, 

we came with a straight course to 
Samothracia, and the next day to 
Neapolis;
12 And from thence to Philippi, 

which is the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia, and a colony: 
and we were in that city abiding 
certain days.
13 And on the sabbath we went 

out of the city by a river side, 
where prayer was wont to be 
made; and we sat down, and 
spake unto the women which 
resorted thither.
14 And a certain woman named 

Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, which wor-
shipped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she 
attended unto the things which 
were spoken of Paul.
15 And when she was baptized, 

and her household, she besought 
us, saying, If ye have judged me 
to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there. 
And she constrained us.
40 And they went out of the 

prison, and entered into the 
house of Lydia: and when they 
had seen the brethren, they com-
forted them, and departed.

Acts 16:11-15, 40, NIV
 11From Troas we put out 

to sea and sailed straight for 
Samothrace, and the next day 
we went on to Neapolis. 12From 
there we traveled to Philippi, a 
Roman colony and the leading 
city of that district of Macedonia. 
And we stayed there several 
days. 

 13On the Sabbath we went 
outside the city gate to the 
river, where we expected to 
find a place of prayer. We sat 
down and began to speak to the 
women who had gathered there. 
14One of those listening was a 
woman from the city of Thyatira 
named Lydia, a dealer in purple 
cloth. She was a worshiper of 
God. The Lord opened her heart 
to respond to Paul’s message. 
15When she and the members of 
her household were baptized, 
she invited us to her home. “If 
you consider me a believer in the 
Lord,” she said, “come and stay 
at my house.” And she persuad-
ed us.

 40After Paul and Silas came 
out of the prison, they went to 
Lydia’s house, where they met 
with the brothers and sisters and 
encouraged them. Then they left.
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During Paul’s second missionary journey, in a dream he 
saw a man from Macedonia asking for help, so he and his 
team headed west (16:8-10). From Troas on the west end 
of Asia Minor they sailed to Samothrace, an island in the 
Aegean Sea, and then to the port of Neapolis on the main-
land of Greece. From there it was 10 miles to Philippi. As a 
Roman colony, this city served as a trading hub where trav-
elers and merchants from all over the world come and take 
in exciting news and developments from all over. 

On the Sabbath, they looked for “a place of prayer” (vs. 
13) outside the city and found a group of women praying. 
Jews often worshiped by rivers because of the ritual bathing 
requirements of the law. 

At the river, Paul and his companions began to converse 
with the women. One in particular who responded was 
named Lydia, a dealer in expensive, dyed-purple cloth, 
which meant she was probably wealthy. She was “a wor-
shiper of God” (vs. 14), a Gentile attracted to Judaism, who 
now responded to the Gospel and experienced saving faith. 
She and all her household were baptized. She possibly was 
a widow successful enough to maintain a large household 
with multiple servants and a house that could accommodate 
Paul, his companions, and other new converts.

Knowing that Paul and his team would need a place to 
stay, she offered her hospitality, and they gladly accepted 
her generous offer. Later, when Paul and Silas were released 
from prison, they went back to Lydia’s house to encourage 
the believers gathered there before heading for Thessalonica.

4. Why did Paul stop in Philippi on this missionary 
trip? 

5. What was unique about Lydia? 

God Chooses the Foolish Things
1 Corinthians 1:26-27, KJV
26 For ye see your calling, breth-

ren, how that not many wise men 

1 Corinthians 1:26-27, NIV
 26Brothers and sisters, think 

of what you were when you 
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after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called:
27 But God hath chosen the fool-

ish things of the world to con-
found the wise; and God hath cho-
sen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are 
mighty;

In First Corinthians, Paul called attention to the “no-
status” people who are often called by God to do significant 
work in their small circles of influence. Small acts of kind-
ness and compassion done in the name of Christ are mul-
tiplied by the millions of believers all over the world. The 
impact on civilization and the world is like a holy tsunami 
rolling over a dry and thirsty world.

While God wants us to participate in the advancement of 
His kingdom, He wants us to be humble. Biblical humility 
will always compel us to acknowledge that God alone is the 
source of all the good we are capable of doing. Few of the 
Corinthian believers were wise by human standards, mean-
ing they did not have the knowledge of education. Greek 
cities erected statues to the wise men of that culture. This 
worldly wisdom apparently did not describe the majority of 
people in the Corinthian church. 

Paul reminded them that they even though they were not 
wise by earthly standards, nor particularly influential, God 
still called them wiser than the “strong” people of this world. 
This describes Lydia. Though a successful entrepreneur, she 
still would not have been taken as seriously in many circles 
as her male counterparts. Even so, she had influence over the 
group of women in her circle of friends, and certainly in her 
household. We would do well to follow her humble example. 

6. What does it mean to be “wise by human standards” 
(vs. 26)?

7. What type of person does God choose to shame the 
self-proclaimed “wise and strong”?  

were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; 
not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. 

KJV NIV
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No One May Boast 
1 Corinthians 1:28-30, KJV 
28 And base things of the world, 

and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are:
29 That no flesh should glory in 

his presence.
30 But of him are ye in Christ 

Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption:

Paul reminds us that God chooses the lowly and despised 
of this world to redeem—not those who glorify themselves. 
When people understand that their true spiritual condition 
is lowly and despised, then it follows that no menial task is 
beneath them! 

Paul introduces a curious phrase here, that God chooses 
those “things that are not” (vs. 28) to render void that which 
boasts of solely human origin. Again, this is a reminder 
that God is the origin of every good thing we are capable of 
doing.

The good that we are able to do for the Kingdom happens 
because Jesus has “become for us” the “righteousness,  
holiness, and redemption” (vs. 30) we need to be reconciled 
with God. Christ’s redemption in us will ultimately be  
manifest when we finally stand before God, free from the 
presence of sin in our bodies or souls, and we can freely 
enter into the presence of God and dwell with Him  
forever. 

8. Why can no one boast about accomplishing his or her 
own salvation? 

9. Why must the righteousness of Christ be attributed to 
us if we are to be justified with God?

1 Corinthians 1:28-30, NIV
 28God chose the lowly things 

of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that 
are not—to nullify the things 
that are, 29so that no one may 
boast before him. 30It is because 
of him that you are in Christ 
Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and 
redemption.
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And a Little Child Will Lead Them
Superheroes come in many packages. They may not save 

the world or have super powers, but they may be like a six-
year-old, African-American boy named Jermaine Bell. This 
little hero took all of the monies he was saving for a memo-
rable Disney World trip and did something amazing with it. 
He served evacuees of Hurricane Dorian in South Carolina 
in 2019. Jermaine stood near a highway as many fled the 
city to safety from the storm, offering them hot dogs, chips, 
and water from his hot dog stand. This six year old with 
the giant heart said, “The people that are traveling to other 
places, I wanted them to have some food to eat so they can 
enjoy the ride to the place that they’re gonna stay at,” he told 
CNN. This hero served hundreds of people and wanted to 
serve more. “I just want to be generous.” 

Jermaine’s generosity had a sound that was heard around 
the world and by officials at Disney World. At his birthday 
party a week later, Mickey Mouse showed up and surprised 
him and his family with an all-expenses-paid trip to Disney 
World. 

Sometimes as adults we need to look to children as our 
role models. They show us how we should overlook the dif-
ferences we see in others and serve them all, just as Jesus 
would. It is no accident that He told His disciples, “Whoever 
takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:4). Sharing the Gospel and 
serving others is too important to let worldly divisions such 
as age, economic class, or ethnicity get in the way of our 
being like Jesus. 

10. Describe a time when you or your church overlooked 
worldly divisions to serve others. 

11. Why would we let such divisions stop us from serv-
ing others or sharing the Gospel?

12. How is your church separated from the world around 
you so that serving it is difficult? How could you change 
that?
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How Do You Consider?
Do we “consider” people without prejudice? Sometimes 

our consideration is based upon prejudices and stereo-
types. Sadly, there are those people we don’t consider at 
all because they don’t fit who we want to serve—they are 
too much not like us, for instance. How can we change our 
“consideration”?

 � Consider some groups of people in your community that your 
church is not reaching because of differences in ethnicity, race, 
education, or social class. How can your group change that and 
reach out to these other groups?

KEY VERSE
And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought 
us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.  
                                                                              —Acts 16:15, KJV

When she and the members of her household were baptized, 
she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in 
the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she per-
suaded us. —Acts 16:15, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of March 1 through March 7

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 77:11-20—Remember God’s Acts of Deliverance.
Tues. Luke 16:19-31—They Have Moses and the Prophets.
Wed. Exodus 12:43-50—Instructions for Observing the Passover.
Thurs. Numbers 9:9-14—Foreigners and the Unclean Share   
 in the Passover Meal.
Fri. Exodus 13:1-2; Deuteronomy 15:19-20—Consecrate All  
 Firstborn to God.
Sat. Exodus 13:3-10—Observe Festival of Unleavened Bread.
Sun. Deuteronomy 18:15-22 —God Leads through Prophets.


