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LESSON FOCUS: Cry to God in the midst of your suffering.

A Plea for Restoration

It’s just so sad,” said Deidra, looking across the restaurant.
“I know,” said Brendon. “I mean, Gary was the man. 

Now look at him. Meeting his children at a fast-food 
restaurant.”

“They were so happy,” continued Deidra, looking at the 
man, woman, and two children.

“Tiana is good as ever,” said Brendon. “Too bad Gary 
could not keep that marriage going. What happened?”

“Who knows?” said Deidra, cutting her cousin off and not 
wanting to give him any fuel to dump on this family turmoil.

Years before, Gary had shelved the Lord and pursued a 
host of things—none of which was godly. Tiana had stuck it 
out for years. She had begged him to come back under the 
authority of their church and tried to get him to go to cou-
ple’s counseling. Gary would not listen; Tiana told him she 
wanted a separation. 

Eventually, Gary was demoted at work, moved into a tiny 
apartment, and was surviving on the little money left over 
from all the garnishments attached to his payroll check. 

 That night, as Gary lay on his sofa looking at his children 
sleeping in his bed eight feet away, the enormity of the con-
sequences of his sins enveloped him.  He did not want to be 
this guy anymore. 

“Help me, Lord,” Gary cried. “I want my family back. I 
want my life back. Most of all, I want You back. Please, Lord, 
don’t say it’s too late for me.”

1. Have you ever been so deeply upset that you cried out 
to God? If so, describe the circumstances and the resolution.

2. Were your complaints directed at God or a plea for 
God’s help? Explain your answer.

3. Why do you think the Lord wants you to cry out to 
Him even if it is in the form of a complaint?
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Plea for Remembrance 
Lamentations 5:1-7, KJV
1 Remember, O Lord, what is 

come upon us: consider, and 
behold our reproach.
2 Our inheritance is turned to 

strangers, our houses to aliens.
3 We are orphans and father-

less, our mothers are as widows.
4 We have drunken our water 

for money; our wood is sold 
unto us.
5 Our necks are under persecu-

tion: we labour, and have no 
rest.
6 We have given the hand 

to the Egyptians, and to the 
Assyrians, to be satisfied with 
bread.
7 Our fathers have sinned, 

and are not; and we have borne 
their iniquities.

The Babylonians had conquered Jerusalem and sent the 
Judeans into exile. Jeremiah sat in the ruins, asking God to 
remember and look upon their disgrace. Jeremiah lamented 
that foreigners and strangers were occupying the land and 
even living in what was left of Judean homes. 

Jeremiah then asked God to note other horrible things that 
were happening. Because so many men had been slain, many 
women were widows and children were fatherless. Further, 
water and firewood were so scarce that those people who 
remained had little or no funds to buy them. Furthermore, 
Jeremiah’s people had to be on guard against hostile pursu-
ers who rarely gave them rest. They also had to submit to 
their enemies to the north (Assyria) and to the south (Egypt) 
just to get enough bread to eat. 

Lamentations 5:1-7, NIV 
1Remember, Lord, what has  

  happened to us;
    look, and see our disgrace.
2Our inheritance has been turned  

  over to strangers,
    our homes to foreigners.
3We have become fatherless,
    our mothers are widows.
4We must buy the water we drink;
    our wood can be had only at a  

  price.
5Those who pursue us are at our  

  heels;
    we are weary and find no rest.
6We submitted to Egypt and  

  Assyria
    to get enough bread.
7Our ancestors sinned and are no  

  more,
    and we bear their punishment.
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The current generation was reaping the consequences of 
God’s judgment that had been building for many generations 
before them. This is not to say that the current generation was 
guiltless. Over and over, Jeremiah warned the current genera-
tion to repent and do what God told them. 

4. What did Jeremiah ask God to remember?

5. Who occupied the Israelites’ land and homes?

6. What are some other examples of the suffering that 
Jeremiah lamented about?

Plea for Relief 
Lamentations 5:8-14, KJV 
8 Servants have ruled 

over us: there is none that 
doth deliver us out of their 
hand. 
9 We gat our bread with the  

peril of our lives because of 
the sword of the wilderness.
10 Our skin was black like 

an oven because of the ter-
rible famine.
11 They ravished the 

women in Zion, and the 
maids in the cities of Judah.
12 Princes are hanged up 

by their hand: the faces of 
elders were not honoured.
13 They took the young 

men to grind, and the chil-
dren fell under the wood.
14 The elders have ceased 

from the gate, the young 
men from their musick.

Things seemed to go from bad to worse for Jeremiah 

Lamentations 5:8-14, NIV 
8Slaves rule over us,
    and there is no one to free us from  

  their hands.
9We get our bread at the risk of our   

  lives
    because of the sword in the   

  desert.
10Our skin is hot as an oven,
    feverish from hunger.
11Women have been violated in   

  Zion,
    and virgins in the towns of Judah.
12Princes have been hung up by their  

  hands;
    elders are shown no respect.
13Young men toil at the millstones;
    boys stagger under loads of wood.
14The elders are gone from the city   

  gate;
    the young men have stopped their  

  music.
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and his people. People who had once been subdued under 
Judah’s dominion had now become rulers over the land. 
As a result of their defeat, the Jews had no protection. The 
people faced death at the hands of armed marauders while 
foraging for food and suffering terribly from hunger. 

Throughout Judah, women were assaulted and abused; 
the former rulers of the land were executed and then their 
bodies were hung in humiliation. Elders were treated con-
temptuously, and the young men were used as beasts of 
burden to grind grain at the millstones. Even young boys 
were made to carry the heavy loads of wood for their new 
masters. Jeremiah saw suffering everywhere. 

When things are bad, it is easy to begin to reminisce 
ruefully about better times. The city gates that were once 
places of important judgments by the community elders had 
become empty. Also missing were the pleasant sounds of a 
civilized community, like the music of young men that had 
once brought joy to passersby. Now there was just silence. 

7. How had the tables been turned on Jeremiah’s people? 

8. What other signs of suffering did Jeremiah observe?

9. What did Jeremiah not observe that also grieved him 
greatly?

Plea for Restoration  
Lam. 5:15-22, KJV
15 The joy of our heart is 

ceased; our dance is turned 
into mourning.
16 The crown is fallen from 

our head: woe unto us, that we 
have sinned!
17 For this our heart is faint; 

for these things our eyes are 
dim.
18 Because of the mountain of 

Lamentations 5:15-22, NIV 
15Joy is gone from our hearts;
    our dancing has turned to  

  mourning.
16The crown has fallen from our  

  head.
    Woe to us, for we have sinned!
17Because of this our hearts are  

  faint,
    because of these things our eyes  

`  grow dim



W e e k  o f  A p r i l  2 5  •  P a g e  5 8

Zion, which is desolate, the 
foxes walk upon it.
19 Thou, O Lord, remain-

est for ever; thy throne from 
generation to generation.
20 Wherefore dost thou for-

get us for ever, and forsake 
us so long time?
21 Turn thou us unto thee, 

O Lord, and we shall be 
turned; renew our days as of 
old.
22 But thou hast utterly 

rejected us; thou art very 
wroth against us.

Jeremiah continued his lament for Israel’s lost joy. Where 
there once was dancing, only hopeless mourning remained. 
The picture of the crown falling from the head points back to 
their loss of national sovereignty at the hands of their enemies. 
But the prophet reminded the people that all their tribulation 
was from their sin against God. The desolation of Mount Zion 
(Jerusalem) is an apt picture of a life ravaged by sin.  

After despairing over the consequences of his people’s sin, 
Jeremiah chose to turn his eyes to the only source of hope any 
of us have—our Lord. The prophet acknowledged that earth-
ly kingdoms come and go, but God’s kingdom is eternal.  

Jeremiah acknowledged in his prayer that God might 
not come to Judah’s aid because His anger toward them 
might not be appeased. However, Jeremiah also acknowl-
edged the goodness of God. In spite of all evidence to the 
contrary, “His compassions never fail. They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22–23).

10. How did Jeremiah describe the people’s sorrow?

11. What happened when Jeremiah turned his eyes 
heavenward?

12. What did Jeremiah seek from the Lord?

18for Mount Zion, which lies   
  desolate,
    with jackals prowling over it.
19You, Lord, reign forever;
    your throne endures from  

  generation to generation.
20Why do you always forget us?
    Why do you forsake us so long?
21Restore us to yourself, Lord, that   

  we may return;
    renew our days as of old
22unless you have utterly rejected us
    and are angry with us beyond   

  measure.

KJV NIV
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Our Deliverer!
The psalmist praised the Lord, saying, “The righteous cry 

out, and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their 
troubles. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit. The righteous person may 
have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them 
all” (Ps. 34:17-19).

The psalmist conveys many spiritual insights. Among 
these insights are that our heavenly Father truly listens to 
us when we cry out for His help and that He will, indeed, 
deliver us. The strongest evidence that God not only hears 
but also harkens to the pleas of His children is in the true 
meaning of Christmas. For hundreds of years, the Jews had 
cried out to God because of their hardships as humiliated 
subjects under the reign of various conquering dynasties 
in the region.  God heard their cries and listened to their 
complaints; He sent His Son, who reigned with Him in their 
heavenly kingdom, humbled Himself by assuming a human 
form, and was born in a stable in Bethlehem. For thou-
sands of years, Christians have also lifted their hands and 
their pleas to God, and they only need to look back to the 
Christmas story to be reassured that God listens.

Another insight from the psalmist is that God will deliver 
us, and the strongest evidence for this truth is in the true 
meaning of Easter. Not only did Jesus die on the Cross for 
our sins, but God also raised His Son from the dead, assur-
ing us of salvation in Christ. Jesus’ earthly ministry culmi-
nated on Easter Sunday when He conquered sin and death 
and evil once and for all time.

13. How do you know that God listens to your pleas for 
His help when you ponder the Christmas story?

14. How do you know that God will deliver you from 
your troubles when you ponder the Easter story?

15. Why is it important for you to know that God 
works according to His timetable and not yours?
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Rest Assured
This week’s Scripture focused on Jeremiah’s heart-

felt lament about the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians and how he sought God’s attention and mercy. 
Although our plight is far less in scale to the Jews at that 
time, our ordeals can still be a challenge to our faith in 
Christ. Nevertheless, our faith will be strengthened when we 
truly believe that God listens to us when we cry out to Him 
and that He will deliver us from our troubles.

 � Briefly describe in your study book a situation in which you 
have been questioning whether God is really listening to your 
prayers—and also any reassurance He has given you that your 
life is firmly in His merciful hands.

KEY VERSE
Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned; renew our 
days as of old. —Lamentations 5:21, KJV

Restore us to yourself, Lord, that we may return; renew our days as 
of old. —Lamentations 5:21, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of April 26 through May 2

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 2 Kings 3:9-17—Elisha Prophesies Truth to King   
 Jehoshaphat.
Tues. 1 Kings 22:1-6—Kings Propose Battle against Aram.
Wed. 1 Kings 22:7-14—Micaiah Resists Pressure to Prophesy  
 Falsely.
Thurs. 2 Chronicles 18:18-22—A Lying Spirit Brings Disaster.
Fri. 1 Kings 22:29-40—King Ahab Suffers Fatal Injury.
Sat. 1 Kings 22:41-46—Jehoshaphat Promotes Peace with Israel.
Sun. 1 Kings 22:15-23, 26-28—Prophet Micaiah Speaks the  
 Truth.
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LESSON FOCUS: Listen to God, not the lying world.

Micaiah: Speaking Truth to Power

You’re a great pitcher, Noland,” said Chris Reynolds. 
“We need you on the team.”

Noland worked in the accounting department at the 
community credit union. A team made up of his co-workers 
were in a local baseball league. The team had a long losing 
streak. Mr. Reynolds had been named branch manager two 
years ago, and the former college athlete desperately wanted 
this year’s trophy.

Noland enjoyed playing baseball and was good at it. The 
problem was the name—the Victorious Demons. 

“What’s the big deal?” a co-worker had asked Noland  
earlier. “Do you have to be so religious about everything? 
This could be good for your career, if you get Reynolds to 
like you more.”

“Listen, Noland,” Mr. Reynolds was telling him, “I hear 
you’re a religious guy. However, you do not believe in  
actual demons or the devil, do you? I mean, that is just fairy 
tale stuff.  I thought you were college educated. Don’t let a 
silly name keep you off the team and stop us from winning!”

“Mr. Reynolds,” Noland began, “I appreciate your  
interest in me, but yes, I do believe in the devil, as well as the 
God I serve. The fairy tale is saying that the devil does not 
exist.”

“I’m sorry you feel that way,” Mr. Reynolds said. “You 
could have been a great asset to the team. But I won’t let 
your stupid beliefs get in the way of us winning a trophy.”

1. What kind of lies are most appealing to you? Why?

2. Is it easier to defend or refute a lie? Explain your 
answer. 

3. Are all lies bad? If so, why is this so? If not, why are 
some lies not wrong?
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Truth Requested
1 Kings 22:15-18, KJV
15 So he came to the king. And 

the king said unto him, Micaiah, 
shall we go against Ramothgilead 
to battle, or shall we forbear? 
And he answered him, Go, and 
prosper: for the Lord shall deliver 
it into the hand of the king.
16 And the king said unto him, 

How many times shall I adjure 
thee that thou tell me nothing but 
that which is true in the name of 
the Lord?
17 And he said, I saw all Israel 

scattered upon the hills, as sheep 
that have not a shepherd: and the 
Lord said, These have no master: 
let them return every man to his 
house in peace.
18 And the king of Israel said 

unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell 
thee that he would prophesy no 
good concerning me, but evil?

Among those thousands of people who remained faithful 
during the evil reign of Ahab and Jezebel was the prophet 
of God, Micaiah. Ahab, “the king of Israel” (vs. 18), had 
enlisted the assistance of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to fight 
against Syria. Jehoshaphat, who was still faithful to God, 
wanted to seek the Lord’s guidance before proceeding into 
battle. So Ahab summoned about 400 prophets to his court. 
They told Ahab to go into battle because God would give 
him victory. The prophets’ counsel did not sit well with 
Jehoshaphat, who then asked for another opinion. To honor 
his ally’s request, Ahab had Micaiah brought to the court.

Ahab asked Micaiah whether they should go up to Ramoth 

1 Kings 22:15-18, NIV 
 15When he arrived, the king 

asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go 
to war against Ramoth Gilead, or 
not?”
 “Attack and be victorious,” he 

answered, “for the Lord will give 
it into the king’s hand.”

 16The king said to him, “How 
many times must I make you 
swear to tell me nothing but the 
truth in the name of the Lord?”

 17Then Micaiah answered, “I 
saw all Israel scattered on the 
hills like sheep without a shep-
herd, and the Lord said, ‘These 
people have no master. Let each 
one go home in peace.’ ”

 18The king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you 
that he never prophesies any-
thing good about me, but only 
bad?”
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Gilead for battle or forbear going altogether. The prophet’s 
immediate response was that they should go up, for God 
would give them victory. Whether it was the way Micaiah 
answered or if a positive answer was out of character for this 
prophet, the king did not believe the report. So he pressed 
Micaiah for the truth in the name of the Lord. Then Micaiah 
gave the true answer: if Israel went to battle against Syria, 
their army would be scattered like sheep without a shepherd, 
which was a veiled reference to Ahab’s death. 

Veiled though it was, the king of Israel understood the 
implication. He turned to Jehoshaphat and complained that 
Micaiah had only bad to say about him and never any good. 
To his own demise, Ahab ultimately rejected the message. 

4. How did Micaiah first answer the king of Israel 
regarding going into battle with Syria?

5. How did Ahab respond?

6. What was the real answer to Ahab’s question?

Truth Reported
1 Kings 22:19-23, KJV 
19 And he said, Hear thou there-

fore the word of the Lord: I saw 
the Lord sitting on his throne, 
and all the host of heaven stand-
ing by him on his right hand and 
on his left.
20 And the Lord said, Who shall 

persuade Ahab, that he may go 
up and fall at Ramothgilead? 
And one said on this manner, 
and another said on that manner.
21 And there came forth a spirit, 

and stood before the Lord, and 
said, I will persuade him.
22 And the Lord said unto him, 

1 Kings 22:19-23, NIV 
 19Micaiah continued, 

“Therefore hear the word of the 
Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on 
his throne with all the multi-
tudes of heaven standing around 
him on his right and on his 
left. 20And the Lord said, ‘Who 
will entice Ahab into attacking 
Ramoth Gilead and going to his 
death there?’
 “One suggested this, and 

another that. 21Finally, a spirit 
came forward, stood before the 
Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’

 22“ ‘By what means?’ the Lord 
asked.
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Wherewith? And he said, I will 
go forth, and I will be a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets. And he said, Thou 
shalt persuade him, and prevail 
also: go forth, and do so.
23 Now therefore, behold, the 

Lord hath put a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all these thy 
prophets, and the Lord hath 
spoken evil concerning thee.

Despite Ahab’s complaint, Micaiah continued telling the 
king what God had revealed to him. The prophet saw the 
Lord in His holy throne room with all the host of heaven 
gathered about Him. The Lord asked them who would go 
and persuade Ahab to enter into battle at Ramoth Gilead 
against the Syrians. Several made suggestions, but the Lord 
approved the plan of a spirit who volunteered to put lies 
into the mouths of Ahab’s many prophets. Not only did God 
approve the plan, but He also put His blessing of success 
upon the spirit’s efforts in enticing the king to go into battle. 

Micaiah ended his message by warning the king as plainly 
that God had put deceit in the mouths of all the prophets for 
the very purpose of bringing about the king’s demise. 

7. What did Micaiah see in the heavenly throne room? 

8. What was the topic of divine conversation?

9. How would Ahab be convinced to go into battle 
against Syria?

Truth Rejected
1 Kings 22:26-28, KJV
26 And the king of Israel said, 

Take Micaiah, and carry him back 
unto Amon the governor of the 
city, and to Joash the king’s son;

 “ ‘I will go out and be a deceiv-
ing spirit in the mouths of all his 
prophets,’ he said.
 “ ‘You will succeed in enticing 

him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.’
 23“So now the Lord has put a 

deceiving spirit in the mouths of 
all these prophets of yours. The 
Lord has decreed disaster for 
you.”

KJV NIV

1 Kings 22:26-28, NIV 
 26The king of Israel then 

ordered, “Take Micaiah and 
send him back to Amon the 
ruler of the city and to Joash 
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27 And say, Thus saith the king, 
Put this fellow in the prison, and 
feed him with bread of affliction 
and with water of affliction, until I 
come in peace.
28 And Micaiah said, If thou 

return at all in peace, the Lord 
hath not spoken by me. And he 
said, Hearken, O people, every one 
of you.

Ahab’s response to Micaiah’s warning is amazingly incon-
sistent. Instead of heeding Micaiah’s warning, Ahab sent the 
prophet to Amon, the ruler of the city, to be imprisoned until 
the king’s return.

Not only was Micaiah to be imprisoned, but this faithful 
man of God would receive only bread and water while there. 
This diet was often given specifically to magnify a prisoner’s 
suffering. Ahab clearly resented this man of God and likely 
intended to have him executed when he returned from battle. 

Knowing that he was speaking for God, Micaiah reiterated 
the truth of God’s law: If Ahab did return alive, then the 
prophecy was not of God. Clearly implied, of course, was the 
opposite; if Ahab did not return alive, then Micaiah would 
be vindicated as a true prophet of God. He emphasized this 
point by challenging the people to mark and take special 
heed of his words. God’s people can stand on God’s Word as 
the standard of truth. Though we may find ourselves in the 
minority and facing strong resistance for standing on God’s 
truth, we can know that one day we will be vindicated.

10. After hearing Micaiah’s dire warning, what did Ahab 
command to be done to him?

11. How would the people know whether Micaiah truly 
spoke for God or not?

12. How do God’s people today know if someone is 
truly speaking for God or not?

the king’s son 27and say, ‘This 
is what the king says: Put this 
fellow in prison and give him 
nothing but bread and water 
until I return safely.’”

 28Micaiah declared, “If you 
ever return safely, the Lord has 
not spoken through me.” Then 
he added, “Mark my words, all 
you people!”

KJV NIV
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Incendiary Lies
It is extremely difficult to flee from a raging forest fire  

when you are near it. James wrote that lies are like a forest  
fire started by a spark (see Jas. 3:5). He went on to say that a 
lying tongue cannot be tamed—it is full of evil (see vs. 8). 

There are several insights that James is conveying. First, 
a lie can become a raging fire by a mere spark. One little lie 
can ignite a series of other lies that can burst into an enor-
mous falsehood, consuming an entire landscape of people. 
Second, evil is the source of lies. In fact, Jesus said the devil 
“is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Finally, James 
noted that those who lie and are given to evil cannot subdue 
their tongue. In other words, lying is who they are.

Sadly, we believe many of the lies the world tells us 
because they support our inclinations or appeal to our 
desires. Some of these lies we know are wrong; other lies 
fool us until God’s truth reveals these lies for what they are. 
Either way, there are always harmful repercussions.

Another consequence of believing a lie is that we tend to 
loath those who tell us what we believe is a lie. No matter 
how gentle and wise they are, they still aggravate us to the 
point that we either feel compelled to argue with them or 
seek to avoid them at all cost, thus making it even more  
difficult for the Lord to speak the truth to us.

What is the best way not to be burned by fire? Not to 
touch it. What is the best way not to fall for a lie? Not to 
believe it. But how do we recognize a lie in order not to 
believe it? Since Jesus said, “I am . . . the truth” (John 14:6), 
test all you hear by subjecting it to Jesus’ teachings.

13. In what ways do lies corrode the soul?

14. Why is it increasingly difficult to refute a lie as the 
number of people who believe the lie increases?

15. How do the teachings of Jesus help you discern what 
is a lie and then address that lie?
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Lies Refuted
King Ahab refused to believe the warning of the prophet 

Micaiah because the warning displeased him. Instead, he 
listened to the false prophets whom he had installed at his 
court and who told him what he wanted to hear. After Ahab 
rejected God’s message and harshly dealt with God’s ser-
vant, the king died as Micaiah had said. God also tells us to 
heed and cling to His truths while rejecting the world’s lies.

 � On an index card, write the following commitment state-
ment: “I will vigilantly be on guard for lies this week about 
Jesus and God’s messages.” On the card, write any lies you hear 
this week so you can share them next week and tell why they are 
lies.

KEY VERSE
And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto 
me, that will I speak. —1 Kings 22:14, KJV

But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord lives, I can tell him only 
what the Lord tells me.” —1 Kings 22:14, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of May 3 through May  9

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 Corinthians 5:1-5—Discipline the Immoral Person with  
 Respect.
Tues. Exodus 23:1-9—Uphold Justice for All Peoples.
Wed. Jeremiah 29:10-14—Seek and You Will Find Me!
Thurs. Mark 7:1-8—Lip Service Is Not Enough.
Fri. Isaiah 29:1-8—Jerusalem Punished and Rescued.
Sat. Isaiah 29:9-12—Judah, Blind to God’s Ways.
Sun. Isaiah 29:13-24—Israel Will Enjoy a Bright Future.
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LESSON FOCUS: Seek the God who upends our expectations.

Isaiah: Offering Hope for the 

Future

Akira sat stonefaced. She tried to get out of coming to 
church this morning, but her parents insisted. 

Chloe, one of Akira’s newfound friends, had died 
in a car accident seven months ago. Akira’s mother said she 
needed to go through the grieving process. Akira did not 
think she would ever move from the second stage—anger! 
Still, Akira felt as though she could not escape the eye and 
the love of the Lord. 

Today, a visiting youth minister was speaking to the young 
adults. He gave his testimony about a time of rebellion after 
he had come to Christ. The Lord had not provided opportu-
nities that he wanted. The youth minister found that the path 
he eventually followed had been the best all along.

His words began to chip away at Akira’s heart. She had 
wanted to be part of Chloe’s pretty, popular, and plush 
world. Akira started running after materialism and began to 
despise the things of God. She had been wrong.

 “Can we visit and pray together?” a girl said, intruding 
on Akira’s thoughts. “The minister asked us to pair off, share 
some struggles, and pray together.”

After the service, Akira met her parents in the church 
lobby. “How was youth fellowship?” asked her mother.

 “All right,” she said, to which her parents exchanged 
hopeful looks.

1. How do you react when things don’t go your way? 
Explain why.

2. What things do we often pursue that offer only false 
hope? Why do we do that?

3. As Christians, why do we need to live with expectan-
cy and not expectations?
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False Profession of Faith
Isaiah 29:13-16, KJV
13 Wherefore the Lord said, 

Forasmuch as this people draw 
near me with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honour me, 
but have removed their heart 
far from me, and their fear 
toward me is taught by the 
precept of men:
14 Therefore, behold, I will 

proceed to do a marvellous 
work among this people, even 
a marvellous work and a won-
der: for the wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish, and the 
understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hid.
15 Woe unto them that seek 

deep to hide their counsel 
from the Lord, and their works 
are in the dark, and they 
say, Who seeth us? and who 
knoweth us?
16 Surely your turning of 

things upside down shall be 
esteemed as the potter’s clay: 
for shall the work say of him 
that made it, He made me not? 
or shall the thing framed say 
of him that framed it, He had 
no understanding?

Unlike people, the Lord is not impressed with outward 
appearances or actions that are meant to please others instead 
of Him. Isaiah saw that God looked into the heart of the 
Israelites’ worship and found their hearts were far from Him. 

Isaiah 29:13-16, NIV  
13The Lord says:
“These people come near to me  

  with their mouth
    and honor me with their lips,
    but their hearts are far from me.
Their worship of me
    is based on merely human rules  

  they have been taught.
14Therefore once more I will  

  astound these people
    with wonder upon wonder;
the wisdom of the wise will  

  perish,
    the intelligence of the  

  intelligent will vanish.”
15Woe to those who go to great  

  depths
    to hide their plans from the  

  Lord,
who do their work in darkness  

  and think,
    “Who sees us? Who will know?”
16You turn things upside down,
    as if the potter were thought to  

  be like the clay!
Shall what is formed say to the  

  one who formed it,
    “You did not make me”?
Can the pot say to the potter,
    “You know nothing”?
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Instead of worshiping the Lord out of love for Him, they 
just went through the ritual motions of worship. 

The Israelites also sinned and thought no one could see 
them, not even God. Therefore, the Lord promised that 
what was coming upon them would be a (terrible) wonder 
to behold. Those whom they considered wise would perish, 
and the understanding of the prudent would cease to exist. 
By thinking they were hiding their evil ways from God, these 
sinners had turned everything upside down in their folly. 

Just as a clay object can’t deny that the potter made it, so 
too would it be foolish for people to deny their Creator. Yet, 
when people act as if what they do is hidden from God and 
will not be held accountable to Him, they truly are denying 
the existence of the Lord to whom we all will one day answer.

4. How did the people approach God in worship?

5. What attitude did the people have as they lived and 
behaved as they saw fit?

6. What did God promise would happen as a result of 
their hypocrisy?

Future Prospect for Justice
Isaiah 29:17-21, KJV 
17 Is it not yet a very little while, 

and Lebanon shall be turned into 
a fruitful field, and the fruit-
ful field shall be esteemed as a 
forest?
18 And in that day shall the deaf 

hear the words of the book, and 
the eyes of the blind shall see out 
of obscurity, and out of darkness.
19 The meek also shall increase 

their joy in the Lord, and the 
poor among men shall rejoice in 
the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 29:17-21, NIV 
 17In a very short time, will not 

Lebanon be turned into a fertile 
field
    and the fertile field seem like  

  a forest?
18In that day the deaf will hear  

  the words of the scroll,
    and out of gloom and  

  darkness
    the eyes of the blind will see.
19Once more the humble will  

  rejoice in the Lord;
    the needy will rejoice in the  

  Holy One of Israel.
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20 For the terrible one is 
brought to nought, and the 
scorner is consumed, and all 
that watch for iniquity are cut 
off:
21 That make a man an 

offender for a word, and lay a 
snare for him that reproveth 
in the gate, and turn aside the 
just for a thing of nought.

In the future, when God intervenes to bless Jerusalem, the 
moral change in the Jewish nation will be as great as if the 
usually forested Lebanon were turned into a field and vice 
versa. Ears will be unstopped, and eyes opened—both physi-
cally and spiritually—to discern the Lord’s truth. 

When this happens, two kinds of people will rejoice: the 
humble and the poor. Jesus said the “poor in spirit” would 
be blessed (Matt. 5:3)—those who recognize their spiritual 
neediness apart from God and therefore turn to Him in faith. 

The Lord also pronounced a blessing on the humble, who 
would inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). Isaiah proclaimed that the 
humble and poor would rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

The poor and the humble will also rejoice because God 
will, in due time, judge the perpetrators of injustice. These 
wrongdoers are in three categories: the ruthless, the scorner, 
and the one with an eye for evil. The ruthless have no mercy 
for the less fortunate. The scorners mock God. Isaiah said that 
they would be consumed and disappear from the face of the 
earth. Finally, those with an eye for evil—such as false accus-
ers in court—will one day face their day of reckoning.

7. Who would one day rejoice in the Lord? 

8. How does Isaiah describe the people who practiced 
injustice?

9. What would happen to those who dealt with the poor 
unjustly?

20The ruthless will vanish,
    the mockers will disappear,
    and all who have an eye for evil  

  will be cut down—
21those who with a word make  

  someone out to be guilty,
    who ensnare the defender in  

  court
    and with false testimony deprive  

  the innocent of justice.

KJV NIV
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Faithful Promise of Hope 
Isaiah 29:22-24, KJV
22 Therefore thus saith 

the Lord, who redeemed 
Abraham, concerning the 
house of Jacob, Jacob shall 
not now be ashamed, neither 
shall his face now wax pale.
23 But when he seeth his 

children, the work of mine 
hands, in the midst of him, 
they shall sanctify my name, 
and sanctify the Holy One of 
Jacob, and shall fear the God 
of Israel.
24 They also that erred in 

spirit shall come to under-
standing, and they that mur-
mured shall learn doctrine.

Because true justice will prevail, Jacob’s descendants 
would no longer be ashamed. Furthermore, their faces 
would not turn ashen in fear or dread anymore. When peo-
ple practice justice and walk in integrity, they will see their 
children sanctify the Holy One of Jacob by giving due rever-
ence and honor to the God of Israel.  

Our passage closes with two amazing truths. First, those 
who were wayward in spirit will come to understand the 
error of their ways. Second, those who murmured and com-
plained against the Lord will be willing to receive instruction.  

10. Why will Jacob no longer be ashamed?

11. Who will gain understanding and accept the teach-
ings of the Lord? 

12. How does this give God’s people hope for the future?

Isaiah 29:22-24, NIV  
 22Therefore this is what the Lord, 

who redeemed Abraham, says to the 
descendants of Jacob:
“No longer will Jacob be ashamed;
    no longer will their faces grow   

  pale.
23When they see among them   

their children, the work of my hands,
they will keep my name holy;
    they will acknowledge the  

  holiness of the Holy One of   
      Jacob,
    and will stand in awe of the God  

  of Israel.
24Those who are wayward in spirit   

  will gain understanding; 
 those who complain will accept   

  instruction.”
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Surprised by God!
In Surprised by Joy by C. S. Lewis, the author recounts his 

conversion to Christianity. His parents regularly took him to 
church in his hometown of Belfast, Northern Ireland, while 
he was growing up. But Lewis became bitter toward God 
when his mother became ill with cancer and died when he 
was only 10. “With my mother’s death,” he said, “all settled 
happiness, all that was tranquil and reliable, disappeared 
from my life.” Lewis became an atheist.

However, atheism did not bring him the “joy” he so much 
wanted. He called joy “an unsatisfied desire which in itself 
is more desirable than any other satisfaction.” He looked for 
it in the many books he read, especially medieval literature 
and tales of myths and fantasies. But he would later write in 
Surprised by Joy that “a young man who wants to be a sound 
atheist cannot be too careful of his reading. There are traps 
everywhere.” 

Instead of Lewis’s readings leading him further from the 
“myth” of God, they began to lead him to the Lord. He dis-
covered that what he originally called “the Christian mythol-
ogy” was not a mythology like the others, but a true descrip-
tion of how the world has worked since the beginning.  “All 
pleasures,” he found, are “substitutes” for the true joy he 
eventually found in Christ. Lewis realized he had not been 
searching for God. God had searched for him—and found 
him through the unexpected means of literature.

Each one of us lives a unique life and has a unique rela-
tionship with our heavenly Father. Therefore, the Lord 
upends our expectations for lives unique to us in order to 
bring us to where and what He wants us to be.

13. When have you looked for joy in places you did not 
find it?

14. Why do we expect God to work in the ways we want 
Him to work?

15. How has God upended your personal expectations in 
a way that has caused you to seek Him?
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The Pursuit of God
Much like the Israelites, we often stray from the Lord, 

placing our trust and expectations on false hopes rather 
than placing our hopes for today and the future on Christ. 
Nevertheless, the Lord is faithful and will not abandon those 
who truly seek Him.

 � Take a few minutes to write a letter to God. Begin by thank-
ing Him for giving you the wisdom to comprehend how fleeting 
are the hopes of the world and how everlasting and priceless are 
the hopes you have in Christ. Also, thank Him for being actively 
involved in your life—even, at times, upsetting your personal 
expectations. Promise the Lord that you will continue to seek 
Him, and relate how you will pursue His presence, His  
guidance, and His love.

KEY VERSE
They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and 
they that murmured shall learn doctrine. —Isaiah 29:24, KJV

Those who are wayward in spirit will gain understanding; those 
who complain will accept instruction. —Isaiah 29:24, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of May 10 through May 16

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Acts 4:13-22—Apostles Speak Truth to Council.
Tues. Jeremiah 37:11-16—Prophet Jeremiah Is Arrested and  
 Imprisoned.
Wed. Jeremiah 38:7-13; 39:15-18—Ebed-Melech’s Trust in   
 Jeremiah Honored.
Thurs.  Jeremiah 37:17-21—Jeremiah Reaffirms Prophecy of   
 Zedekiah.
Fri. Jeremiah 38:24-28—Jeremiah’s Last Days in Jerusalem.
Sat. 2 Kings 25:1-12—Jerusalem Destroyed; People Exiled.
Sun. Jeremiah 38:14-23—Zedekiah Must Submit to Babylonian  
 Conquest.
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LESSON FOCUS: Listen to God! Life will go better for you.

Jeremiah: The Suffering Preacher 

of Doom

I’m serious, man,” said Carlos. “What should I do?”
Antonne looked warily at his friend. It had been a mis-

take of monumental proportions. Carlos’s employer had 
deposited someone else’s payroll check into his checking 
account, in addition to his own payroll check!

“Have you ever heard of such a thing? It’s crazy, right?” 
said Carlos. “It has to be a miracle. God wants me to have 
this money to pay down some of my bills.”

“My employer can spare the money. I’m sure they will 
write another payroll check to the other person,” rattled on 
Carlos. “In the meantime, if I pull the money out and put it 
in my savings, they can’t touch it.”

“Don’t look at me like that,” Carlos continued. “What do 
you think God wants me to do? I mean, He clearly could be 
blessing me, right?”

“Do you really want me to tell you?” asked Antonne. 
“Would you even listen? It seems you are headed down a 
wrong path already.”

“Wrong path?”
“Yes, Carlos, a wrong path,” chided Antonne. “This is not 

a blessing from the Lord. It is a clerical error, and if you keep 
the money, you will be stealing.”

“Trust me, it’s not worth trying to keep this money,”’ 
added Antonne. “It won’t be good for you legally, morally, 
and certainly not spiritually.”

1. What things do we do to try to make life better for 
ourselves?

2. Why is it fruitless to live for ourselves rather than for 
God?

3. Why do we not listen to what God wants us to do?
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King Zedekiah’s Request
Jeremiah 38:14-16, KJV
14 Then Zedekiah the king sent, 

and took Jeremiah the prophet 
unto him into the third entry 
that is in the house of the Lord: 
and the king said unto Jeremiah, 
I will ask thee a thing; hide 
nothing from me.
15 Then Jeremiah said unto 

Zedekiah, If I declare it unto 
thee, wilt thou not surely put 
me to death? and if I give thee 
counsel, wilt thou not hearken 
unto me?
16 So Zedekiah the king sware 

secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, 
As the Lord liveth, that made 
us this soul, I will not put thee 
to death, neither will I give thee 
into the hand of these men that 
seek thy life.

Jeremiah’s previous prophecies about the Babylonians 
destroying Jerusalem were not popular with King Zedekiah 
or his court of advisers. Jerusalem had recently fended off a 
Babylonian invasion with the help of the Egyptian army (Jer. 
37:4-10). But the relief was temporary; Jeremiah continued 
to predict Jerusalem’s coming doom and was labeled a trai-
tor (vss. 14-15). The court of advisers then attempted to kill 
Jeremiah, but he was delivered, thanks to an Ethiopian offi-
cial named Ebed-Melek (38:1-13). 

In our passage, Zedekiah summoned Jeremiah, though not 
openly because he feared his officials who had attempted to 
kill Jeremiah. The two met at the “third entrance” (vs. 14) of 
the temple, that gave the king a secluded meeting place.

Zedekiah said he wanted to ask Jeremiah a question and 

Jeremiah 38:14-16, NIV
 14Then King Zedekiah sent for 

Jeremiah the prophet and had 
him brought to the third entrance 
to the temple of the Lord. “I am 
going to ask you something,” the 
king said to Jeremiah. “Do not 
hide anything from me.”

 15Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, 
“If I give you an answer, will you 
not kill me? Even if I did give 
you counsel, you would not listen 
to me.”

 16But King Zedekiah swore this 
oath secretly to Jeremiah: “As 
surely as the Lord lives, who has 
given us breath, I will neither kill 
you nor hand you over to those 
who want to kill you.”
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the prophet should not “hide anything” in his reply. In 
response, Jeremiah bluntly stated that if he told Zedekiah 
the truth, the king would order the prophet’s execution. At 
the least, should Jeremiah’s advice be displeasing, the king 
would refuse to obey it, as he had before (37:2). Zedekiah 
countered with a secret “oath” (38:16) to do no such thing. 

The king solemnly pledged by name of the living “Lord,” 
who gave life to everyone, that he would not personally exe-
cute Jeremiah. Likewise, Zedekiah would not surrender the 
prophet to the palace officials who wanted to murder him.

4. For what purpose did Zedekiah meet Jeremiah at the 
temple?

5. How did Jeremiah respond to Zedekiah?

Jeremiah Presents Two Options
Jeremiah 38:17-18, KJV
17 Then said Jeremiah unto 

Zedekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the 
God of hosts, the God of Israel; If 
thou wilt assuredly go forth unto 
the king of Babylon’s princes, 
then thy soul shall live, and this 
city shall not be burned with fire; 
and thou shalt live, and thine 
house:
18 But if thou wilt not go forth to 

the king of Babylon’s princes, then 
shall this city be given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans, and they 
shall burn it with fire, and thou 
shalt not escape out of their hand.

Jeremiah emphasized that he was giving the king a message 
from the one who put him in power: “the Lord, the God of 
hosts, the God of Israel” (vs. 17, KJV). In doing so, Jeremiah 
signaled to Judah’s king that the Lord reigned supreme—over 

Jeremiah 38:17-18, NIV
 17Then Jeremiah said to 

Zedekiah, “This is what the 
Lord God Almighty, the God 
of Israel, says: ‘If you surrender 
to the officers of the king of 
Babylon, your life will be spared 
and this city will not be burned 
down; you and your family 
will live. 18But if you will not 
surrender to the officers of the 
king of Babylon, this city will 
be given into the hands of the 
Babylonians and they will burn 
it down; you yourself will not 
escape from them.’ ”
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Zedekiah and even the enemy forces surrounding Jerusalem. 
Given that truth, Zedekiah could trust the Lord to bring to 
pass what He declared through His spokesperson.

God announced through Jeremiah that only two options 
existed for Zedekiah. On the one hand, if he surrendered to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s forces, Zedekiah and his “family” (NIV) 
would live, and Jerusalem would remain intact. On the other 
hand, if Judah’s king continued to rebel, God would let the 
armies of Babylon capture and burn down the city. Also, the 
invaders would take Zedekiah and his family as prisoners.

6. What did Zedekiah need to do to preserve his life?

7. What outcome would result if Zedekiah continued to 
rebel against the Lord?

Jeremiah Foretells a Terrible Outcome
Jeremiah 38:19-23, KJV
19 And Zedekiah the king said 

unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of 
the Jews that are fallen to the 
Chaldeans, lest they deliver me 
into their hand, and they mock me.
20 But Jeremiah said, They shall 

not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech 
thee, the voice of the Lord, which I 
speak unto thee: so it shall be well 
unto thee, and thy soul shall live.
21 But if thou refuse to go forth, 

this is the word that the Lord hath 
shewed me:
22 And, behold, all the women 

that are left in the king of Judah’s 
house shall be brought forth to 
the king of Babylon’s princes, 
and those women shall say, Thy 
friends have set thee on, and have 
prevailed against thee: thy feet are 

Jeremiah 38:19-23, NIV
 19King Zedekiah said to 

Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the 
Jews who have gone over 
to the Babylonians, for the 
Babylonians may hand me over 
to them and they will mistreat 
me.”

 20“They will not hand you 
over,” Jeremiah replied. “Obey 
the Lord by doing what I tell 
you. Then it will go well with 
you, and your life will be 
spared. 21But if you refuse to 
surrender, this is what the Lord 
has revealed to me: 22All the 
women left in the palace of the 
king of Judah will be brought 
out to the officials of the king 
of Babylon. Those women will 
say to you:
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sunk in the mire, and they 
are turned away back.
23 So they shall bring out 

all thy wives and thy chil-
dren to the Chaldeans: and 
thou shalt not escape out 
of their hand, but shalt be 
taken by the hand of the 
king of Babylon: and thou 
shalt cause this city to be 
burned with fire.

Zedekiah not only feared his palace officials, but also the 
“Jews” (vs. 19) who had already deserted to the enemy. He 
was alarmed that his captors might deliver him to the defec-
tors and about the horrible ways they might deal with him.

Jeremiah reassured Zedekiah that the Babylonians would 
not turn him over to his ethnic peers. Instead, his life would 
be spared (vs. 20). But if Zedekiah defied God’s will and did 
not surrender, he would bring disaster upon himself.

Jeremiah said if the king was captured, the enemy’s officers 
would bring out the women who remained in Zedekiah’s 
royal harem. These captives would taunt and ridicule the 
king with the truth that his most “trusted” advisers had 
betrayed, deceived, and “prevailed” (vs. 22, KJV) against him.

Earlier, when Jeremiah’s enemies threw him in a cistern, 
he “sank down into a thick layer of mud” (38:6, NIV). Now, 
Zedekiah faced the ironic prospect that his own feet would 
become “sunk in the mud” (vs. 22). Metaphorically, he faced 
irreversible hardships from believing his deceptive officials 
and false prophets in his court who then abandoned him.

Further, Jeremiah said the invaders would burn the capital 
and make Zedekiah and all his household their prisoners. 

8. What particularly worried Zedekiah?

9. What two options did Jeremiah reiterate to Zedekiah?

10. What jeer did Jeremiah predict would be made 
against Zedekiah?

 “ ‘They misled you and overcame 
you—those trusted friends of yours.
Your feet are sunk in the mud;
   your friends have deserted you.’
 23“All your wives and children will 

be brought out to the Babylonians. 
You yourself will not escape from 
their hands but will be captured by 
the king of Babylon; and this city will 
be burned down.”

KJV NIV
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Listening Is Better for You
We often complain that we don’t know what God wants us 

to do. Zedekiah knew for sure, yet he did the opposite, even 
though Jeremiah had laid out the horrible consequences for 
him and the nation that would come from his disobedience. 

We often find ourselves doing something similar. Jesus 
told us clearly to love our neighbors, pray for those who per-
secute us, forgive those who hurt us, etc. But do we do that? 

Mark Twain famously said, “It ain’t those parts of the 
Bible that I can’t understand that bother me; it’s the parts 
that I do understand.” If we lived the “parts” of Jesus’ teach-
ing we understand, life would certainly improve for us. For 
example, we can ruin our lives by never forgiving a person 
who has hurt us or wronged us. But forgiveness can relieve 
our hearts and bring us peace.

We can also suffer when we make lying a part of our lives. 
One lie births another, and as Jesus said, “Whoever can be 
trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishon-
est with much” (Luke 16:10). Truthfulness gains us people’s 
trust and a clear conscience.

Jesus also said that He came to give “life . . . to the full” 
(John 10:10) to those who follow Him. As our “good shep-
herd” (vs. 11), we must listen to what He says in order to truly 
live. The sheep who listen to—and follow—the Shepherd’s 
voice find good pasture that they cannot find on their own.

11. What parts of the Bible that you understand are 
hardest for you to follow?

12. Has your disobedience to God ever hurt others in 
some way? Explain your answer.

13. How has your life gone better for you when you’ve 
listened to God?

14. What Scriptures tell us that listening to God is best 
for our lives?
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Listen and Live Better
God wants us to listen to Him, and He blesses those who 

listen to Him with wisdom, knowledge, and peace. Knowing 
that you’re following God helps you when you face adver-
sity and brings joy and happiness that is only possible when 
you obey Him.

 � List here some things that can help you listen to God, espe-
cially when you face adversity this week.

KEY VERSE
Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt 
thou not surely put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt 
thou not hearken unto me? —Jeremiah 38:15, KJV

Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I give you an answer, will you not 
kill me? Even if I did give you counsel, you would not listen to 
me.” —Jeremiah 38:15, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of May 17 through May 23

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Deuteronomy 24:14-18—Treat Each Other Fairly.
Tues. Jeremiah 31:27-30—Taking Personal Responsibility.
Wed. Ezekiel 18:10-13—The Child Who Sins Suffers Punishment.
Thurs. Ezekiel 18:14-18—The Righteous Child Is Rewarded.
Fri. Ezekiel 18:19-24—All Are Accountable for Their Sins.
Sat. Ezekiel 18:25-29—God Is Compassionate and Fair.
Sun. Ezekiel 18:1-9, 30-32—Repent and Live Righteous Lives.
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LESSON FOCUS: Take responsibility for your actions, good and bad.

Ezekiel: Street Preacher to the 

Exiles

D’Marco is a Christian. He’s just going through a 
phase now,” said Gerrika. She and her pastor’s wife, 
Ladona, were driving to the county jail to bail out 

her 19-year-old son. D’Marco had been arrested for driving 
while intoxicated. 

“I think they’ve lowered the legal alcohol limit anyway,” 
Gerrika told Ladona. “I mean, a person can’t take a little sip 
of alcohol these days.”

Ladona had seen D’Marco only a few times since Gerrika 
start attending their church five years ago. Ladona had heard 
a little about D’Marco’s various problems from his mother 
mentioning them as prayer requests at women’s meetings.

“He’s a teenager, doing what teenagers do,” Gerrika had 
told the group of women.

“Gerrika,” Ladona said from the passenger seat of the car, 
“is D’Marco a Christian?”

“Oh goodness, yes,” Gerrika said. “I drug him to the altar 
and made him repeat the sinner’s prayer when he was 13, 
and I made him get baptized. I told him if I’m going to heav-
en, then he is too!” 

Gerrika said quietly, “I had to do that. He’s all I got.”
“Gerrika,” Ladona said softly. “D’Marco belongs to the 

Lord first. D’Marco has to choose God for himself. He has to 
be responsible for himself and his own sins. You cannot try to 
cover your son’s sins. Only the blood of Jesus can do that.”

1. When do you want to take responsibility for what 
you do?

2. When do you not want to take responsibility?

3. Why do we need to take responsibility for all our 
actions?
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A False Proverb Refuted
Ezekiel 18:1-4, KJV
1 The word of the Lord came 

unto me again, saying,
2 What mean ye, that ye use this 

proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, saying, The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge?
3 As I live, saith the Lord God, 

ye shall not have occasion any 
more to use this proverb in 
Israel.
4 Behold, all souls are mine; as 

the soul of the father, so also the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die.

In Ezekiel 18:1-4, we learn about a popular, yet false, say-
ing that was circulating among the Jews in Jerusalem and 
Babylon. The “proverb” (vs. 2), which seems to be based on a 
misunderstanding of Exodus 20:5 and Numbers 14:18, meant 
that because of the sins of previous generations, the present 
generation was suffering. According to this logic, one genera-
tion could blame their troubles on the sins of previous genera-
tions. Even more distressing, it meant that God was punishing 
their generation for the sins their ancestors had committed. 

The phrase “as surely as I live” (Ezek. 18:3) indicates that 
the Lord was making a solemn oath. Since there was no 
one greater than Him, He swore by His own life when He 
revealed His will. It was His desire that the Jews no longer 
use the proverb about intergenerational responsibility, for it 
represented the wrong view of how He executed justice. God 
does not punish the innocent for the sins of the guilty.

Furthermore, God was offended by His people hiding 
behind this lie. So, He declared that this widespread proverb 
would no longer be repeated. In verse 4, God announced 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, NIV
 1The word of the Lord came to 

me: 2“What do you people mean 
by quoting this proverb about 
the land of Israel:
“ ‘The parents eat sour grapes,
 and the children’s teeth are set    

    on edge’?
 3“As surely as I live, declares 

the Sovereign Lord, you will 
no longer quote this proverb in 
Israel. 4For everyone belongs 
to me, the parent as well as the 
child—both alike belong to me. 
The one who sins is the one who 
will die.”
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that every person belonged to Him, including the parent and 
the child. As Creator, it was His unchanging will that guilt 
would not be transferred from one generation to the next. 
Only the person who sinned would die for his or her sins.

4. What was objectionable about the popular proverb 
the Lord censured?

5. How did God refute the false proverb?

A Righteous Person Commended
Ezekiel 18:5-9, KJV
5 But if a man be just, and 

do that which is lawful and 
right,
6 And hath not eaten upon 

the mountains, neither hath 
lifted up his eyes to the idols 
of the house of Israel, neither 
hath defiled his neighbour’s 
wife, neither hath come near 
to a menstruous woman,
7 And hath not oppressed 

any, but hath restored to 
the debtor his pledge, hath 
spoiled none by violence, 
hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the 
naked with a garment;
8 He that hath not given 

forth upon usury, neither 
hath taken any increase, that 
hath withdrawn his hand 
from iniquity, hath executed 
true judgment between man 
and man,
9 Hath walked in my stat-

utes, and hath kept my 

Ezekiel 18:5-9, NIV
5“Suppose there is a righteous man
    who does what is just and right.
6He does not eat at the mountain  

  shrines
    or look to the idols of Israel.
He does not defile his neighbor’s  

  wife
    or have sexual relations with a  

  woman during her period.
7He does not oppress anyone,
    but returns what he took in  

  pledge for a loan.
He does not commit robbery
    but gives his food to the hungry
    and provides clothing for the  

  naked.
8He does not lend to them at  

  interest
    or take a profit from them.
He withholds his hand from doing  

  wrong
    and judges fairly between two  

  parties.
9He follows my decrees
    and faithfully keeps my laws.
That man is righteous;
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judgments, to deal truly; he is 
just, he shall surely live, saith the 
Lord God.

The overriding truth in Ezekiel 18 is that people are held 
responsible for their own sin, and that guilt is not transferred 
across generations. To illustrate this fact, God presented 
three hypothetical situations. He talked about a man (vss. 
5-9), his son (vss. 10-13), and the man’s grandson (vss. 14-18). 

The first example concerned a virtuous person who lived 
justly and righteously and was fully obedient to God’s law. 
The individual did not engage in idolatry or pagan practices 
of any kind. Moreover, he was faithful to the laws governing 
relationships with other Israelites. For example, he main-
tained sexual purity (see Exod. 20:14; Lev. 18:19). 

Ezekiel described the righteous man as a person who 
refused to oppress anyone. For instance, he would not keep as 
collateral for a loan any item the borrower might require such 
as a cloak needed for warmth at night. He would never steal 
from anyone. Rather, he gave food and clothing to the poor. 

This Israelite cared more about giving to others than receiv-
ing anything for himself (Ezek. 18:7). For example, in finan-
cial matters, if the upright person made a loan to anyone, his 
dealings were fair. He did not charge an excessive amount of 
interest on any loans he made. The phrase “take a profit” (vs. 
8) refers to exploiting the poor to amass a fortune. 

The devout Israelite tried to do what was right and fair in 
every situation by observing God’s statutes and regulations. 
This person’s outward actions revealed an inner moral char-
acter that was rooted in obedience to the covenant. In keep-
ing with a life based on God’s grace, the righteous person 
would not suffer judgment for the sins committed by others.

6. How does Ezekiel 18:5 describe righteousness?

7. What sins does Ezekiel 18:6 spotlight?

8. What would the righteous man not do according to 
Ezekiel 18:7-8?

    he will surely live,
declares the Sovereign Lord.”

KJV NIV
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Get a New Heart and a New Spirit
Ezekiel 18:30-32, KJV
30 Therefore I will judge you, O 

house of Israel, every one accord-
ing to his ways, saith the Lord God. 
Repent, and turn yourselves from 
all your transgressions; so iniquity 
shall not be your ruin.
31 Cast away from you all your 

transgressions, whereby ye have 
transgressed; and make you a new 
heart and a new spirit: for why will 
ye die, O house of Israel?
32 For I have no pleasure in the 

death of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord God: wherefore turn your-
selves, and live ye.

The Israelite response to God’s judgment was to accuse 
Him of being unjust. God, in response, declared that it was 
Israel’s ways that were unjust—not His (Ezek. 18:25). Indeed, 
verse 30 says that God judged the Israelites for their own 
sins, not the ones committed by previous generations. Also, 
only the Israelites who were obedient to God and repented 
of their sins could expect to escape His judgment ahead.

So, the only hope of avoiding calamity was for the people 
to repent of their sins so they would not be dragged down 
and ruined by them. The Lord questioned whether His peo-
ple really wanted to be put to death for their sins. After all, 
He does not delight in condemning a person (vss. 23, 32). 

So, He urged them to allow the Holy Spirit to bring about 
an inner renewal among them. Only the Spirit can give each 
person “a new heart and a new spirit” (vs. 31). Each person 
would be responsible for making the life or death decision to 
follow God’s ways and to live or die in unrepentant sin.

9. What incentive did the Israelites have to repent  
(Ezek. 18:30)?

Ezekiel 18:30-32, NIV
 30“Therefore, you Israelites, 

I will judge each of you 
according to your own ways, 
declares the Sovereign Lord. 
Repent! Turn away from all 
your offenses; then sin will 
not be your downfall. 31Rid 
yourselves of all the offenses 
you have committed, and get 
a new heart and a new spirit. 
Why will you die, people of 
Israel? 32For I take no plea-
sure in the death of anyone, 
declares the Sovereign Lord. 
Repent and live!”
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Stand on Your Own Two Legs
An episode of TV’s classic The Andy Griffith Show features 

Andy’s son Opie telling his father that somehow a baseball 
had gone through a lady’s window, and asked would his 
father be upset if Opie said it was his fault? Andy said no, he 
would not be upset—provided Opie would not be upset if 
his father took a part of his son’s allowance every week until 
the window was paid for.

At that same time, Andy had a young man in his jail await-
ing trial who had recklessly driven a local man in his truck 
off the road. The young man asked the sheriff, “Why didn’t 
you bail the kid out? It wasn’t much money.” Andy replied 
that he could have, but at some other time Opie would have 
wanted his father to bail him out in more serious situations. 
He would not learn to “stand on his own two legs” if he 
didn’t take responsibility for his actions at his young age.

Later, an attorney arrived from the young man’s father 
to get the young man out of paying for his mistake. At the 
short trial, the lawyer got the man driving the truck to accept 
blame for the accident instead. Andy was ready to dismiss 
the case when the young man admitted he had indeed driv-
en the man off the road. He was responsible for the accident. 
When the lawyer asked the young man why he was taking 
the blame when he didn’t have to, Andy replied, “I think 
he’s saying he wants to stand on his own two legs.”

Someone has said, “God sees our actions, not our excuses.” 
The Israelites blamed everyone but themselves for their situa-
tion, so Ezekiel told them, God judges each of us individually 
for what we have done. We all need to stand on our own two 
legs and admit that we are not perfect, we do sinful things all 
the time, and we need a merciful God to forgive us. 

10. When did you learn to “stand on your own two legs”?

11. Why would we think God believes our excuses? 

12. How do you become someone who always takes 
responsibility for their actions? 
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Own It
The lesson today might have brought something to mind 

you need to go and make right. Perhaps you need to tell 
someone you’re sorry for something you did but had denied, 
or you need to take responsibility for something you have 
hedged about until now. What we own tells us a lot about 
our character, integrity, and humility before others and 
before God.

 � This week, commit to doing something to help replace “It’s 
not my fault” with “I did it. I own it.” Write here what you will 
do.

KEY VERSE
Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul 
of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 
 —Ezekiel 18:4, KJV

“For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both 
alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.” 
 —Ezekiel 18:4, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of May 24 through May 30

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Matthew 12:38-42—Jonah’s Experience Foreshadows  
 Christ’s.
Tues. Luke 11:29-32—Nineveh’s Repentance: A Lasting Message.
Wed. Jonah 1:1-12—Jonah Turns Away from God’s Call.
Thurs. Jonah 1:13-16—Sailors Make Vows to the Lord.
Fri. Jonah 4:1-5—Jonah Resents God’s Grace toward Others.
Sat. Jonah 4:6-11—God’s Compassion Overrides Jonah’s  
 Personal Comfort.
Sun. Jonah 3—God’s Mercy Prevails.
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LESSON FOCUS: Call urgently on the Lord, who loves to turn in compassion.

Jonah: Fiery Harbinger of Doom 

Hey, man, where have you been?” asked Kenton. 
Jaric turned around in the department store line 

and saw Kenton.
“I haven’t seen you at any of the hangouts, and haven’t 

heard a peep out of you on social media in weeks,” Kenton 
said, as he maneuvered his way toward Jaric. 

It was true. Jaric drifted off the social radar. Two years  
ago, Jaric begun drifting away from the Lord. He found 
himself in choppy waters that threatened his family and his 
well-being. 

Jaric was miserable, but he thought he was masking it. 
Two months ago, one of the elders Jaric liked least came by 
the house to visit. His wife, Angel, let him in. 

Elder Winton told Jaric about God’s displeasure with his 
wanderings. The minister warned Jaric about the conse-
quences of his sin for himself and his family.

At Jaric’s request, Elder Winton prayed for him. That 
night, Jaric shared with Angel how he had called out to 
the Lord and how Elder Winton was now praying for him. 
Angel said she had been praying for her husband all along.

“When we turn to God, He will show us His great com-
passion. He is our help and strength,” said Angel.

“You’re right, sweetheart. God, have mercy on me for my 
sins,” Jaric had cried.

Jaric was now telling his story to Kenton. He ended by say-
ting, “You can call on Him and feel His compassion too.”

“I need Him,” Kenton said. “Will you help me and pray 
for me?”

1. How has God helped you or someone you know with 
kindness and compassion in a time of need after calling on 
Him?

2. Why does God call us to show compassion to others? 

3. How can we show compassion to others?
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Nineveh’s Inhabitants Repent
Jonah 3:1-5, KJV
1 And the word of the Lord came 

unto Jonah the second time, saying,
2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great 

city, and preach unto it the preach-
ing that I bid thee.
3 So Jonah arose, and went unto 

Nineveh, according to the word 
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 
exceeding great city of three days’ 
journey.
4 And Jonah began to enter into 

the city a day’s journey, and he 
cried, and said, Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown.
5 So the people of Nineveh believed 

God, and proclaimed a fast, and put 
on sackcloth, from the greatest of 
them even to the least of them.

Previously, God directed Jonah to proclaim a message of 
judgment and repentance against the inhabitants of Nineveh 
because of their evil deeds (Jonah 1:1-2). The prophet refused 
and wound up in the belly of a huge fish after trying to sail 
away from the Lord. After God rescued the prophet from the 
large fish, He directed Jonah a second time to go to Nineveh 
and preach (3:1-2). This time, the prophet obeyed. 

Verse 3, translated literally, says that Nineveh was a “great 
city to God.” There are at least two differing views concern-
ing how to best understand this reference. One option is 
that Nineveh was both extraordinary in size and enormous 
in importance. A second option is that the city was not only 
prominent in the ancient world, but also of considerable 
interest to God.

According to verse 4, on the first day of Jonah’s excur-
sion through Nineveh, he faithfully declared that the city 

Jonah 3:1-5, NIV
 1Then the word of the 

Lord came to Jonah a second 
time: 2“Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and proclaim to it 
the message I give you.”

3Jonah obeyed the word 
of the Lord and went to 
Nineveh. Now Nineveh was 
a very large city; it took three 
days to go through it. 4Jonah 
began by going a day’s jour-
ney into the city, proclaim-
ing, “Forty more days and 
Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
5The Ninevites believed God. 
A fast was proclaimed, and all 
of them, from the greatest to 
the least, put on sackcloth.
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would be “overthrown” within 40 days. On the one hand, 
the prophet might have walked for an entire day through 
the city before he began to proclaim God’s oracle of doom. 
On the other hand, Jonah may have pronounced the somber 
warning throughout the first day’s journey. 

Very little time was needed for Jonah’s message to have an 
effect. In just a single day, the inhabitants of Nineveh were 
persuaded (vs. 5). We may not know all that the prophet 
declared to the Ninevites. Yet, its core emphasis was clear.

The Hebrew verb rendered “overthrown” (vs. 4) had a 
number of meanings. It could refer to an upending, a judg-
ment, a change, a deposing of royalty, or a change of heart. 
Regardless of which option is preferred, Jonah’s warning 
was taken seriously by the Ninevites. 

Verse 5 says that the city’s inhabitants “believed God.” It’s 
debatable whether this statement refers to the Ninevites sin-
cerely turning to God or simply to their recognition that God 
was angry with them. In any case, the inhabitants genuinely 
took to heart what Jonah had declared. 

A religious fervor crossing all class boundaries led the 
Ninevites to adopt traditional signs of repentance. The 
people put on sackcloth and fasted to display their grief 
and anguish over what Jonah had declared against them. 
Sackcloth was a coarse material woven from the hair of goats 
or camels. All the people of the city wore the rough garment, 
from the most important to the least important inhabitants.

4. What led to God speaking to Jonah a “second time” 
(3:1)?

5. What was Jonah’s response the second time around?

6. How did the residents of Nineveh respond to Jonah’s 
message?

Nineveh’s King Repents
Jonah 3:6-10, KJV
6 For word came unto the king of 

Jonah 3:6-10, NIV
 6When Jonah’s warning 
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Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, and he laid his robe from 
him, and covered him with sack-
cloth, and sat in ashes.
7 And he caused it to be pro-

claimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king 
and his nobles, saying, Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, 
taste any thing: let them not feed, 
nor drink water:
8 But let man and beast be cov-

ered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily unto God: yea, let them 
turn every one from his evil way, 
and from the violence that is in 
their hands.
9 Who can tell if God will turn 

and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we perish 
not?
10 And God saw their works, that 

they turned from their evil way; 
and God repented of the evil, that 
he had said that he would do unto 
them; and he did it not.

Jonah 3:6 reveals that it was not long before the prophet’s 
oracle of judgment “reached the king of Nineveh.” One  
view is that the monarch got caught up in the wave of  
repentance that was sweeping through the city. A sec-
ond view is he sincerely “believed God,” as the citizens of 
Nineveh did (vs. 5), as shown by the description of the king’s 
actions in verse 6 and his God-speak proclamation.

The ruler traded his regal attire for an uncomfortable gar-
ment made from sackcloth. He also left his impressive throne 
for a humble seat in a pile of ashes. Along with his nobles, 
the king issued a decree for the inhabitants of Nineveh. 

reached the king of Nineveh, 
he rose from his throne, took 
off his royal robes, covered 
himself with sackcloth and 
sat down in the dust. 7This is 
the proclamation he issued in 
Nineveh:
 “By the decree of the king 

and his nobles:
 Do not let people or animals, 

herds or flocks, taste anything; 
do not let them eat or drink. 
8But let people and animals 
be covered with sackcloth. Let 
everyone call urgently on God. 
Let them give up their evil 
ways and their violence. 9Who 
knows? God may yet relent and 
with compassion turn from his 
fierce anger so that we will not 
perish.”

 10When God saw what they 
did and how they turned from 
their evil ways, he relented 
and did not bring on them the 
destruction he had threatened.

KJV NIV
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Presumably, this edict was read aloud in public places as 
well as posted where the literate could read it. The specifics 
of the decree included a total fast (that is, no eating food and 
drinking water) for people and domestic animals (vs. 7). 

Moreover, the decree required the people and the animals 
to wear sackcloth. Perhaps the king wanted the rich ornamen-
tation on harnesses and bridles to be exchanged for sackcloth 
coverings. In addition, the inhabitants of the city were to pray 
to God in an earnest, heartfelt manner. Also, everyone was to 
“call urgently on God” (vs. 8) with their prayers. 

Furthermore, the king directed everyone to abandon their 
sinful actions and violent activities. The latter especially 
included the “violence” they committed (vs. 8). Whether it 
was immoral behavior or social injustice, all of it needed to 
cease immediately.

Clearly, the ruler hoped that the upheaval the prophet 
declared was not inevitable. The king reasoned that God 
might reverse course and “relent” (vs. 9) from bringing His 
intense “anger” on the Ninevites and wiping them out.

The king’s decree was obeyed throughout the city, and 
God took notice. He was particularly pleased that the ruler 
and inhabitants of the city had renounced their vile, unjust 
activities. In turn, God “relented” (vs. 10) concerning the 
calamity Jonah pronounced.

God had planned from the beginning to anchor His 
actions to the reaction of the Ninevites. Since they respond-
ed favorably to the Lord, He treated them mercifully. 
Ultimately, it was not God who wavered, but the people and 
ruler of Nineveh. In canceling His threatened punishment, 
He was being neither arbitrary nor inconsistent. His warning 
of judgment on the Ninevites had been conditional and ten-
tative. He wanted His grace to work in the lives of the king 
and his subjects to bring about their repentant response.

7. In what way did the king respond to the prophet’s oracle?

8. What decree did the king of Nineveh make to his subjects?

9. What resulted from the people’s response?
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Calling on God to Experience His 
Compassion

Jonah prayed—called urgently on God—from inside the 
fish, and in answer God delivered Jonah and again gave him 
a message for Nineveh. God showed compassion to Jonah, 
an Israelite, but in Nineveh we see God’s compassion on the 
wicked people Jonah did not consider worthy of compassion. 

The people of Nineveh responded promptly to Jonah’s 
message with tangible actions. They did things that showed 
they heard God’s warning and believed it would happen. 
The king urged his people to call on God and to give up their 
evil ways. God heard their prayers and had compassion.

Often, we call on God when we experience times of trou-
ble or suffering. God sent Jonah with a message to warn the 
Ninevites they would experience something much greater: 
complete destruction at His hand for their evil. The reassur-
ance for us in this story is that even if our troubles are the 
result of our own sin, we can still call on God and He will 
answer. Over and over again we read in God’s interaction 
with His people the promise that He will turn in compassion 
to those who truly repent (for example, Joel 2:12-14).

Today, we normally don’t wear sackcloth or sit in ashes 
to show sorrow for sin. Even if the manner isn’t the same as 
back then, the Bible is full of encouragement for us to call on 
God for His compassion and forgiveness through Jesus; to 
come near and humble ourselves before Him (Jas. 4:8-10). 

We may still experience consequences as a result of our 
choices, but God can also bring goodness in the midst of try-
ing situations. Once we experience God’s compassion in our 
lives, we are to extend that same compassion to others.

10. What does it mean to call urgently on God? How 
can we do this in our daily lives?

11. Why does God love to turn to us in compassion? 
How might this look for us today?

12. How can we show God’s compassion to others?
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Help Others Experience God’s 
Compassion

Through Jonah, God declared He would destroy the 
Ninevites for their wickedness. In response, the people called 
urgently on God in the hope He would relent and have com-
passion on them. We know people ourselves who are experi-
encing trouble, perhaps specifically as a result of their sin or 
wrongdoing, who need to urgently call on God. Like Jonah, 
we should encourage them to do so.

 � Think about someone you know who needs to call on God and 
how you could explain to them the way to do that and encourage 
them to do so today. Write an action plan here or on an index 
card.

KEY VERSE
And God saw their words, that they turned from their evil way; 
and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do 
unto them; and he did it not. —Jonah 3:10, KJV

When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he 
had threatened. —Jonah 3:10, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of May 31 through June 6

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 Samuel 9:5-10—Worried? Seek God’s Counsel.
Tues. Ezekiel 34:11-16—God Cares for His People.
Wed. 1 Timothy 6:17-19—Rich? Set Your Hope on God.
Thurs. Matthew 17:14-20—Enlarge Your Faith Practices.
Fri. Luke 12:22-34—Overcome Worry through Faith.
Sat. Matthew 6:19-24—Serve God with Your Whole Heart.
Sun. Matthew 6:25-34—Live Worry Free Every Day.


